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Mr. W, Leo Yates

; Fomily Life Specialist
. Cooparotive Extension Service
1 Clemson University

! Clemson, South Corelina 29631

Dear Mr. Yates:

St We liove your recent circular letter requesting answers to a list of questions on the , ) -
’ | subject of "Lead Paint Pouonmg of Children®. Qur ariswers to these questions are
- os follows: -

Question # 1: Do children become poisoned by liquid or dried paint or both?

12 ol 0 et span

Answer: lLeod is @ cumuiative poison, Leod poisoning resuits from
! continued ingestion of lecd. For this reason, it is likely
BN that any lead poisoning related to paint develops from eat-
o ing dried paint chips. | have never heard of a cose of N\ ;

leod poisoning which developed from the ingastion of o
liquid paint. l‘

Question f 2: ‘I_s_'lrood based pumt poisonous through giving off fumes? How volotile :

— &7 !

Answer: At nommal. temparatures the fumes or vopors given off by '
leod based paints contain no lecd and are no more donger~
ous than the vepors given off by cnother paint which contoins
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the same volariie soiverts. In other words, the matter of ‘ 1
foxicity involved in Jreathing peint vapors depends not on !
: -~ - - e leod content .7 pon the composition of the volatile . .. ce eeeme b
¢ 1 » soivents and the corcentration of the vepors. There is no o

~iscd fume” problem with paint.
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Question # 3 : Do chilcran cf sry -2 sozio-22zromic cless seem o cxpenenco )

more lead peicining 7 - aroriic?

Armswer: | believe =27 zcies o7 2ol xi;:.r-'~; n/8 22en troced
to chiliren o7 Lnzer-zrivi soed ¢ o228 sln2e sussrenesrd
heusizy 'n wnies ey 1n3 & moss iikeiy TS acve .2,
.oec-.a'rmnmg gcint Siccisy from the interior walls,
Intesiar zzints 2cve rat csrizines wiite lecd pigments
far oppmxmculy thirty ysors. The greatest donger,
therefore, occurs in 0.c renement dweilings which heve
walls thot we-e pointed 25 % 30 years ogo, and which

. have not been maintained properly.

Pica, rhe craving of some children for unnctural food
{peint and wood chizs, for example)is probebly related
to a nutritional deficiency .

Question # 4 : Does poisoning come from mhalchcn, touch, o ingestion of the
lead based gint?
Answer:  To our knowlecge, lecd poisoning cs it relotes to paint

is ceused only by ingestion of dried pcmt chips which
contam locd.

Quoshan #5 : What cre scme scurces of studies done on characteristics common to
csses C7 poisaniniif caiidren Sy leod based paint?
Answer:  For informotion on studiss of characteristics common to
cases of poiscning of children by leod besed peints, |
wouid suggest contacting the Public Heclth Departments
of lorge cities. The Lecd Industries Association, 292
Modison Avenue, New York City, can also be helpful
in providing this type information.

Question # & : What are the symptoms exhibited by & child poisoned by @ lead besed
int i

Answer: |t is our understanding that typical symptoms are:

1} Pains in the stomach
.  .'2) Frequent vomiting
3) Crouness cnd irritetion without ¢ visible resson °
4) Meny headaches
$) Muscle weckr.ess and constent tiredness
6) Sposms
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These same symptons cre, of course, clso ralated to
meny other aiscriess. Simce the subiect of symploms

is ¢ medical .-.'.::" r, "4 suggest ssntecting medical
dectors cc wei! cs tha sou.cas me-sisnes Ia No. S for
more specific informericr .

Question 7 7: Whz: cr.ti-;oxen 30 de-toxification procedures cre recommended?

Aniv’vor: v 2 rauss seter tiis ouestion o medicol doctors, It
is very important, however, fo have o child,suspected
of ecting paint chips, examined ct once by o doctor.

Question § 8: What points generclly use lecd o3 ¢ bcn? by function, by fypo-'

Answer:  As stated earlier, lead is screly used in modm interior

T pcints. There is no longer any purpose in using lead
pigments in painis intenced for interior use since better
lecd=-free pigments for this purpose ore available ot
lower cost. Lecd sigments are used ®oday in structurol
steel primers, in some exterior house painis, ond other
exterior coatings. Lesd pigments are reiatively expen~
sive end their use is generclly confined to providing
tust-inhibitive proparties on steel surfoces ond for good
exterior durability in certain exterior wood and metal
paints.

1 am enclosing o copy of a publicotion entitled, “How to Prevent Lead Poisoning
in the Home*. This booklet was publuhod several yeors ogo and is now out of
print. ‘We cre in the process of revising the subject matter and expect to publish
a new booklet on this subject in the near future. | om ol enclosing o copy of
our booklet directed to the pointing of childrens' toys and fumiture which you
may find of intersst.

We would certainly cpprecicte hcving you send us o summoary of the findings you
develop from your questionnaire.

Sincerely yours,

\,\7(4 /fj)z',-.;

| A, Brown
Tochmccl Director
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