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Soriacs NPD's HEARDNG DRAFT FOR GUIDELDNES (N ASEESTOS AND PRONCTS
OQVDAINING ASEESTCS

Thank you for foarwarding me a oxy of the above. Owverall I find the
prepcsed asbestos quidelines acoeptable in concept, however there are
cne or two areas which require clarification and/or expmsion by NPD
and these ars detailsd.

Dxcapticns to the ban

P.7. para 1.

“Asbestos shall always be replaced by praducts that are not a health hazard
whon possible”. Doss this ixply rwmoving all existing asbestos when an
alterrative exists? or only when because of cperational reuiverents

it will be disturbed?

If the farmer appliss then the xowunt <f asbestos releasad to ths atmosphere,
daspits precauticns, will be far in excess of the latter with cnsequent
increass in health risk, is. undistizbed asbestcs provided it iz known
abcut and suitably marked is not a hsalth risk.
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P.ll. para 2

Talks about a threshold limit having statad in para 1 no totally safe Limit
can be established, Para 2 charefcre seers to be at variance ard =hen
proceacis £o halve the axisting limit presumably cn an arbitrary basis

I would have anticipated that whengver thers is the possibility of
ashastog being relsaged through a wark process ints an employee's
braathing zane, then he wear respiratory,and if required,other protection.
Consequantly actual exposurewill be as near zerc as is possible.

Aditicnally, measires should slso be adoptad to minimise  dust creation.

If <he above acticns were mst, and ircdesd they are all cmtained in the
guidelines, then the reduction of limits fram I o 1 fibwe/ml is iy
a papar exercise.

Preventative Medical Measures and Barinaticne

P14, Section - Requirwmants for Msdical Eamination, para 1

Thare is same question as to W is to be oamined, My
if the

or werking with asbestos in situations V'
y exposad. this
who "might" be exposed is vecy
those handling it o
foroe since with protaction, in theasy at laast,

Secticn - Sccre of Examination

Lacks a previcus coaupaticnal history and family madical history (unless
latter included in the first item of this section). .

As I statad at the cutset, I have no real problers with the Guidslines.
HEowevar, I feal that unless the abouve points are clarifisd then we could
be faced with arranging unecessary madical exsnirations and also -
unneceasarily cresting in pecples minds the "fear® associated with being
- asbestcs.
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