
Message

From: Barbery, Andrea [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E219352056EA405A97C93FD9756CEB2B-ABARBERY]

Sent: 2/26/2018 6:34:40 PM
To: gary.baughman@state.co.us [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7f7ee0cf91024dlda050b05846fc3617-gary.baughman@state.co.us]; 
Elaine.Boyd@tn.gov; patrick.stevens@wisconsin.gov; william.ehm@dnr.iowa.gov [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange 
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=516d4840e0c549148f4c80177bd5cb06-william.ehm]; 
Valerie.Thomson@deq.virginia.gov [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3e07d9ca3f23447385157aeb41b6b9dc-vethomson@d]; 
wwaskin@des.state.nh.us [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0bebd76cle64424db924b5202f5ee68e-wwaskin@des]; 
pamela.mckinney@tceq.texas.gov; bgraves@ecos.org [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dbde02b60ced444782391df25fdl295e-bgraves@eco]; OBrien, Kathy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a48465a451794143834fc62527690785-OBrien, Kathy]; Richardson, RobinH 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2fa5c9eb65dc497c81a8dc9ccdblffa7-Richardson, RobinH]

CC: Wagner, Kenneth [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=048236ab99bc4d5eal6cl39blb67719c-Wagner, Ken]; Cory, Preston 
(Katherine) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfd80bl5f6d04a3ballfc8ca3c85bc50-Cory, Käthe]; Nitsch, Chad 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dldll7eb89ff410fb6ccd21643b34447-CNitsch]; Saddler, Melissa 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a6321fel98d9455a949533193c4c6d57-Saddler, Melissa]; Maldonado, Mayra 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8181a34da68e4e69blad53dd4a266780-MMaldo02]; Jones, Doug 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5359a840310f4997be5157ffbbdd3708-JONES, DOUG]; Bulanowski, Gerard 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=23bbd95ee63148718a93ald656a067b6-Bulanowski, Gerard]; Wood, 
MelanieL [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=778d3feae74e4085bl4678f965b966b2-Pallman, Melanie]; Jenkins, Laura 
Flynn [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=142c367b0871402598ff297bbec7bf99-LFIynn]; Westenberger, Andrea 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=75dbaf8dfddd4afeba301c86bd60eee4-Westenberger, Andrea]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2ae309e0a52a42cd847709b39bc2239a-Pirzadeh, Michelle]; Budd, Blair 
(Kathryn) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cd88eb2bfeef4a2dad559d422164ae39-Budd, Kathr]; Jones, Laurice 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=04d7994977644d91a385cf8357dfc6dc-Jones, Laurice]; Milazzo, Julie 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eeb7617bfdc74047b789ca42abcfl274-Milazzo, Julie]; Roberts, Timothy-P 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0d75a73145564b4b932c9ab3dbbacf3e-Roberts, Timothy-P]; Owen McAleer 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=useread80711] 

Subject: RE: Notes from Feb. 6 P&P Co-Chairs Call

Revised notes, below -  thanks, Wendy!

Andrea Barbery, OCiR 
202-564-1397
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From: Barbery, Andrea
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 2:09 PM
To: gary.baughman@state.co.us; 'Elaine.Boyd@tn.gov' <Elaine.Boyd@tn.gov>; 'patrick.stevens@wisconsin.gov' 
<patrick.stevens@wisconsin.gov>; 'Ehm, William [DNR]' <William.Ehm@dnr.iowa.gov>; 
Valerie.Thomson@deq.virginia.gov; wwaskin@des.state.nh.us; 'pamela.mckinney@tceq.texas.gov' 
<pamela.mckinney@tceq.texas.gov>; 'Beth Graves' <bgraves@ecos.org>; OBrien, Kathy <Obrien.Kathy@epa.gov>; 
Richardson, RobinFI <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>
Cc: Wagner, Kenneth <wagner.kenneth@epa.gov>; Cory, Preston (Katherine) <Cory.Preston@epa.gov>; Nitsch, Chad
<Nitsch.Chad@epa.gov>; Saddler, Melissa <Saddler.Melissa@epa.gov>; Mayra Maldonado
<Maldonado.Mayra@epa.gov>; Jones, Doug <jones.doug@epa.gov>; Gerard Bulanowski (Bulanowski.Gerard@epa.gov) 
<Bulanowski.Gerard@epa.gov>; Wood, MelanieL <Wood.MelanieL@epa.gov>; Jenkins, Laura Flynn 
<Jenkins.Laura@epa.gov>; Westenberger, Andrea <Westenberger.Andrea@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle 
<Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Budd, Blair (Kathryn) <budd.kathryn@epa.gov>; Jones, Laurice
<Jones.Laurice@epa.gov>; Milazzo, Julie <M¡lazzo.Julie@epa.gov>; Roberts, Timothy-P <Roberts.Timothy-P@epa.gov>; 
'Owen McAleer' <omcaleer@ecos.org>
Subject: Notes from Feb. 6 P&P Co-Chairs Call

Hello,

Please see the draft notes from the February P&P Co-Chairs call and let me know if you have any edits.

Thanks and have a great weekend!

Andrea Barbery
Office of Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-1397

Notes from 2/6/18 P&P Co-Chairs Call 

Welcome & Roll Call
The group welcomed Laura Flynn Jenkins (R8) to the P&P calls. Laura has taken over as the Lead Region Coordinator 
duty, covering EPA's Office of the Administrator and Office of International and Tribal Affairs portfolios. Welcome,
Laura!

ECOS Spring Meeting
Pat Stevens (Wl) shared plans for March 20-22 ECOS Spring meeting in St. Paul, MN. The latest draff of the agenda 
includes a lightning round on ECOS' initiatives to Get to Results, covering ECOSResults.org, Oversight efforts as part of 
Cooperative Federalism 2.0, and a framework for evaluating the effectiveness of permitting programs, undertaken by 
the E-Enterprise Leadership Council. On Wednesday, Mar. 21st, a closed session between states and EPA will focus on 
relationships between states and the Regions. A side-meeting of the ECOS and EPA State Oversight workgroups is 
scheduled for Thursday, Mar. 22. Bill Ehm (IA) applauded the new format of ECOS' meetings, which are designed to be 
much more interactive and useful to members.

Strategic Plan / FY19 Budget
Maria Williams and Kathy O'Brien (OCFO) gave an update on the FY19 President's Budget Request (which, since this call, 
was issued on Feb. 12). The budget is linked to the agency's FY18-22 Strategic Plan, which includes many Strategic 
Measures EPA is working on in conjunction with the states. The press release for the FY19 Budget and Strategic Plan can 
be found here. States asked about the draft measure to "accelerate permitting-related decisions;" OCFO responded 
some of the measures are still works in progress, but this measure is intended to focus on EPA-issued permits. ECOS 
asked if state formula for categorical grant awards was based off of the FY18 President's Budget. OCFO clarified that 
current grant awards are based on the FY17 appropriation.
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State Grants Subgroup
During the Jan. 25 call, the state grants subgroup covered:

Grants Management Plan goals, which include program-specific training, and an effort to identify policies that 
need to be updated, superseded, or rescinded.
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Rule, which is on hold at the moment, but OGD will keep the group posted. 
Indirect cost policy, which received some feedback from OMB and will be shared with states and tribes. 
Intergovernmental Review -  OGD is putting together a list of programs subject to intergovernmental review. 
Applicants currently have to send grant applications to State Points of Contact or elected officials in each state 
for specific programs. OGD is working on a 2-pronged approach to fix this, hoping to 1) reduce the number of 
programs to which Intergovernmental Review applies, and 2) automate the process so it is less burdensome for 
all. States will be consulted on the proposed programs to be reduced, and the automation process, once ready 
for initial viewing.
Grants.gov, the federal agencies' new workspace application
Clarification that QAPP approval does not have to take place before a grant is awarded; it just needs to be 
approved before data collection can begin.

States raised the issue of grant award documents not being consistent across the Region. OGD is working on an internal 
tool, which they will share with recipients so everyone is on the same page.

Financial Flexibility / PPG Kaizen Priority Area
Michelle Pirzadeh, RIO DR A, gave a report-out on the PPG Kaizen priority area efforts. The Workgroup's goal is to help 
states get the full benefits allowed under the PPG tool, in terms of flexibility. Acknowledging the PPG Utilization worked 
on this issue up until 2014 -  and the other work the agency has done to date, including PPG-specific grant policies and 
trainings -  the inclusion of a specific measure in the FY18-22 Strategic Plan underscores the agency's commitment to 
make improvements in this area. EPA has calculated a PPG utilization rate for FY17 of 49.8% in states and 55.4% in 
tribes, and the workgroup has set a goal of increasing each by 10% by 2022. The workgroup members include a mix of 
Regions (R3, R8, and RIO represented) and program offices (OCFO, OW, OITA, OARM/OGD, OCIR). Outreach to states is 
expected soon; both to share what the group is doing and to explore barriers to PPG use (and the use of the flexibilities 
therein). ECOS advised the P&P and SGS groups are best positioned to engage with EPA on this effort. ECOS also shared 
the Field Guide to Flexibility and Results, which pulls together official EPA documents encouraging flexibility, and 
provides a listing of examples in which Regions sought flexibility and how those requests were addressed.

Next Call: Tuesday, March 6
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