February 14, 1951

Dr. Roberi H, Kolte
1710 Madison Road
Cineinnatl, Ohlo

Dear Doctor Xotte?l : _— ;§
I am sendlng vou terevwlth some data extracted from our rscsrds o~
gathered‘OVer the years, beginuning with 1928 and runnlng through N

1956. Tre information is not &s complete as I would like, but it
would take a great deal of time and study tc comb the additicnal
information in a precise manner. I kave not had anyoody who has

nad the time to go back‘to,zhe hospital records and dig up the
detailed informatio What we have are the notes provided for us

by phjS‘CLang, nembe's of the re :1dent and house staff of the several

hospitais involved, plus notations made by one or the other of us in
telerrcone cenversations. As you look over these data you will be
struck by the faci that there have been a number of vears that have

vielded a0 cases and no information. For obvious reasons I should
not want to be quoted too extensively in this regard, vut I think
there iz very little 'question as to what is the answer. By reason
of the char%es in the persennel of hospital starffs, this Droblem h
received muech, little or no attention from year to yzae. You w;ll
note, for example, in the vears from 1941 to 1545 we uad oaly one
case regorted to us oy brought to our attention. There is very
little question in my mind thau this was the result of preoccupation
with other matiers &Jr*n" this period. 1In later years we had three
cases i1 1543, six in 1649 and twelve in 1950. One m_ght dravw the
cenclusion that there has been an inc¢crease in the number of such
cases in the population. This, I doubt very much. The same cauces”
which were active in br*npjng about cases 1n 1950 were certainly
active in the previous years. There is nothing really new in the
situation. |[It oniy 171ustrates the fact that vwhen the doctors in
the communlity are on the alert, and are lcoking for cases of a
certain type, they wmay well ve found.

The history of pica which runs throughout this series of cases is,
in my mind, not to be taken too seriously. Anyone who has read any
of the 1iteﬁature on this subject in relation to children, will
reallze tnat plca 1s spoken of regularly asSpart of the background.
Thus reference to this is very likely to be’made in the uistory,
withent very much comment as to its degree. After all the relevance
of this history is & matter of degree only, since practically all
children put their hands ard everything else they can find in their
mouths during certain periods in their ealdy life. The problem,
therefore, is not so much that these children chew things, but that
there are things in thelr immediate environment which offer oppore
tunityes to yield considerabide quantitles of lead. A careful study
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of the histories of these chlldren might give some useful information.
The above is| particularly true with reference to the specific sources
cf lead ubaor“t-o“. All too frequently no attempt ls made to examine
areLnll* into the househcld of the child to find the exact source

of nis lead *nuake. Most cof the hospital records make assumptlions on
thiv point without giving the precise information that is necessary.
We have here preclsely the problem that occurs in industry. Unless
one poes to the scurce of the accident or injury,. he does not know
treci ,el* "‘ft hapnened. Therefore, I am guite sure that in this-
Aaruev We ar making guesses,; which may be apﬁrox1:ato?7 correct in

a fair nunmre i of' cases, but which 1n the specific instance are based

on insdeguate information. .

T trust that this ;nformaticn will ©e of use to you, and certainly if
I can pe of zny ass istance to your committee, wlease do not hesltate
to call upon| me. I am particularly interested in seeing to it that
the booklet that is issued has wise and rractical informatlon which can
readilyste f?l lowed in th2 household.

N

With kindest | regards

Sincerely yours,

Robert A. Kehoe, ¥. D.
RAK ef

Enc.




cases of Lead Polsoning in Children Recorded
by Thne Kettering Laboratory by Years

(io cases recorded during the years omitted)

Conflrmed by Analytical Data
Year ﬁdmber of Cases Number of Fatalities On Blood and On Tissue

| — B ~Urine

158 | 2

1931 | 1

1932
1933
1534
1935
1939
1937
1938
1939
1840
1943
1945
1947
1548
1949
1950
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All Years 59

Comments

1. The histories of exposure &s supplled were 11l defined in most
instances. The full case records may have been more informative.
These were not investigated at this time. Paint from toys, furniture,
woodwork in house, porch railings and unspecified sources was
incriminated sometimes by implication only, in 1o cases; battery
casings used as household fuel were implicated In 2 cases; metallic
lead toys were involved in 2 instances, one of which was fatal, and

a lead nipple shleld was convicted 1n 1 case.

2., Pica was alleged as a factor 1in 22 cases.
3. Three of this serles of cases occurred at considerable dlstances

from Cincinnati (Philadelphia, Louisville and Cincimnati), the
remainder being from Cincinnatl or its environs.



