
AMERICAN SALTING AND 'REFINING COMPANY /
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 
Tecoma, Washington

April 27, 1954

AIR MAIL

Mr. Douglas Soutar
American Smelting & Refining Co,
120 Broadway
New York, New York 10005 

Dear Doug:

Enclosed Is a copy of a recent article which purports
to show a relationship between asbestos exposure and cancer. The 
work was done by two competent Investigators and we should accept 
their findings as representing current thinking on this problem.

The study was made on men In the metropolitan New York
area who Install asbestos Insulation. It shows 45 of these workers 
died from lung or pleural cancer whereas only 6.5 such deaths were 
expected. This increase in lung cancer was not due to cigarette 
smoking.

The authors also discuss the potential hazard from
asbestos exposure to others living and working in the vicinity of 
asbestos-handling operations.

Our asbestos operations have been developed with a view
to protecting the workers as much as possible from exposure to the 
dust. This publication reaffirms the necessity of carefully 
building health protective measures into plant operations as well 
as maintaining a continuing program of environmental and personal 
health superv' :ion.

Sincerely yours.

ORIGINAL SIGNED 8V 
SHERMAN S. PINTO,. M.D.
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