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Lead Industries Association, Inc. - -

282 Macseon Avenus ¢+ New York, N.Y. 10017« Telephone: (211) §7T9-0030

November 5, 1973

SUBJRCT: EPA‘'s CATALYTIC
COLVERTER STUDIES

TO THE MENBIRS OF THE LEAD DXUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, INC.:

You are undoubtedly avare of recent nevs stories dealing
vith FPA's nevly discovered misgivings about tha uss of the
catalytic converter. EPA's researchers are nov concernsd about
the possible hazards invalved in the use of this device vhich
vould require the use of unleaded gascline. For your informa-
tion, ve are sttaching a copy of & nevs release on this subject
by Senator Johm V. Tunney of Californis to vhich the EPA memoren-
dum oo the coaverter vas attached.

Ve thought this information might be helpful in any
discussions you might have vith your emplqyees, comsunity
opinion lesaders and, members of Congress. ]t certainly
puts & nev light on the lsad and gascline issus. i

Very truly yours,

2.5 47D

Philip £. Robinsan
Executive Vice President
Lead Industries Associstion

i1

e

N 3518



.
.

f¥oa SEJATOR JONN V. TUPMEY  For LIHEDIATE feleasd™ "

Phoan: 202/225-2838 . -Octodber 16, 1973 PR -

Contactst Jack lichoanld .. :
Sherry Saudaers
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Senator Joha V. Tunﬁcy (q-Collfz)‘sald_toduy‘;uut 8 racent
high lavel Envl:on-tntll frotectlion Agency -o-oruﬁdJ- Indicates
that the catalytic conaverter “say bs nothliag more that &
Frankenstela monster.” s .o o ‘
) { have long ergued that It will cost A-rlg;a -;gorl;to

illlons of dollars. annusily because of poor alleags and

srequent rapalrs,” Tunnsy sald.

" “dow am internal EPA meaorandusm reports that s may

ollute our alr with more dangerous polsons thas It wes sup~
6 '2ed to eliniastae. .
Mif wothlng mera, the EPA mamo should result 1a a
complete and Intensive re-examlalation of whethcr the device
should be Installed In our sutos. The no;o substantiates the

need for an lomedlata program to duvelop an alternative to

tha Interna! combustlon englne, which | long have edvocated?
“The cemo mskes clear It would be extremely recklers
to sllow the State of California to be used as the gulnes
pig for testing the effects of the catslyst until the dangers
of anlsslons of scid aerosols, suspended sulfates and noble

metals are fully deteralined.
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‘shortly will act oa the measure. ™ .

fage Two _ ... it _ C
Tunney _ . Co .

“EPA Asslistant Adalnfstrator Stanlaey érounft!od‘l
wemO 83ys that delay la the use of the catalyst for ona
year would 'not grestly offect p oJcctod.roductlons‘lu aabfeat
lavals of carbon monoxlde snd photochemlcal ledanfl." i
fact he stetes that *the differences are not likely to ba-
detacted by exlsting amblent slr .oalt;rlng ltltlbll.“

“A delay obviously s needed [n order to assure
therough and systematic testlag of these highly questlionable
devices, . . ‘f‘ . .

“0a tha other ha there should be no ralaxatioa of
oér alr quallty standsrds, - '

\ “Consequantly, | plan to press ahead with ay bljl for

an 3lternative to the Internal combustlon englne, Ixtou;lv;

hocrings alresdy have baan held, and the Commercs Commlttee
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Attached Is the EPA meso,
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