Personal and Confildential

br. Greham Edgar
thyl Gasoline Corporation
Chrys‘er Building
Yew York City
Hew York

Dear Graham:e

I saw Dr, Sayers in
WWashingiton on Saturday morning and hed a very
nroritable conversation with him, I find that his
attitude toward the entire problem corresponds almost
precisely tbd my own, IMirst of all he has the same
feeling about the present situstion of the Ethyl Gasoline
Corporation that I have, namely bthat after somethiug like
thirteen years of experience, the publlc health problem
related to Ethyl Ga:oline in its present form is substan-
tially settled, end that the position o7 the Corporaftion
in thls respect 1s quite sounde. le fcels that any change
which would result in an Increase in the poctential hazards
$o the public health would reopen the entire question for
exanina tion, in which case there would be no perlod of
axperience to point to as evidence of safety., Ls feels
that the Corporation should be unvilling to jeopardlze
its present position for any other than the most urgent
reasons. Sayers expressed himsell as velieving as I did
that leaded gasoline as now distributed, has gilven nc
evidence that it 1s ‘any more hazardous than 1s gasocline
without the edditiocn of ‘lead compounds, As to the ex=
perimental program which I outlined as underway, Sayers
expressed his complete and enthusiastic approval., He
stated, however, that for the protection of the Public
Health Service and also for the protection cof the ithyl
Gasoline Corporation, he felt that it would be necessary
for the Public Health Service to carry out certaln ine
vestizations on thelr own, and his idea ran something
like this; that by spring of next year we should probably
have the informetion available in the case of the Dayton
Power and Light Company group. On the basis of this ine
formation, granting that a necessity for a change exicted,
2 new program of distribution might then be put into effect
in a 1limited zrea of the country; in this area both hils
group end ourselves might undertseke the experimental obe
servations for the purpose of determining whether any
unforeseen difficulties mlight arlse as the consequence
of practical usage of the product,



This strikes me as the most
intelligent program in which the Corporation might engaze.
I velieve that a period of a year, at least, would be :
necessary to enable us to visualizg the prrctlcal d4iffle
culties assoclated with the manufacture of the new product
and with the blending of 1t with gasoline and wlith the
distribution of such gasoline for publle consumption.
Duiring such a period observations within s limited area
could be carried out In such a way that we should not
have to depend vpon conjecture or the judgment of any . -
one person or group of persons. Some time ago I should
have been a bit more skeptical as to the advantages of
investigative work of this kind done by the Public Health
3ervice, At present, however, I am satisfied that this
would be done well, =

I spent the greater part of
the morning in Sayers! laboratory with Fairhell arnd various
cther men who are working there on lezd problems. VYou will
be interested in knowing that fairhall was very cordial
indeed, and his asscclates were most graclious and apparently
éelighted at an opportunity to discuss cur considerably
broader experience in relatlon to certain sspects of thelr
vwork., They sre working now with spectrographic methods
vhich are only at slight variance: with those originally
dezcribed by Cholak, and with a full appreclaticn of the.
excellence of Cholsk's work, Fairhall himself 1s worklag
with a modification of the Plthizone method which 1s slallar
in some respects tHto the method pudblishsd by Hubbard., Both
he and his assoclates are famllliar with Hubberdl!s werk and
tend to regard it as very nearly the last word in accurscy
in dealing with this mwmethod, I am very glad that this
situation has stralizhtened itself out for I must confess
that I had a certaln anxiety over the practical consequence
of the kinad of feeling that existed betwasen Feirhell angd
myself in eny such controverslal matter as the publle
health aspects of leaded gasoline. "1 do not mind controe
- versies too much, but I should not wish to bs a party to
a controversy which involved thls question too deeply
in personal feeling,.:

Sayers further expressed
himself as being gulte appreciative of our coopesration
in bringing thls matter to his attention at this early
date, and although I am quite sure that he willl wish to
work entirely independent of this laboratory, still I am
sure that we have established a basis for mutual undere
standing which will give him the benefit of our experisznce
and whlch wlal glve us the benefit of his ecritifal jJudgment
and especlally iIn relation to the necessary attitude of a
government agsncy.
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It occurs to me that 1t would
be wise for us to get together with Earl Bartholomew and
Calingaert at a reasonably early date as to the precise
program of our cooperative work la Daytoa. Zesaring in
mind that I shall be abrosd, in all probability in Juse,
our preparatiocn for carrying on our observations under these
conditions should be set up at an early date. I leave this
matier in your hands for such conversation with Bartholomew
aad Callugasrt e&s is ncecesaary, but I shall wish to be

couple tely coaversant with vwhat they expect to do in order
that I may suit our own observations more advantageously
to the conditions which wlll be establishe&.

I have not writtenm to H¥r,
¥ebb as to the results of my conversatlion with Dr, “ayers,
and I trust you will tske cars of that for me., If thare
is anything In what I have sald above that is not entlrely
¢clcar in your mind, plsase ieb mo know and I shall be glad
to dlscuss it with you Turther.

Sincerely yours,

EAlls1s Robert A.kshce, ii,2,
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