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Because of an injulry from the rira a vialt was receatly
made to this plant, -There are about 20 smployees who are engaged
in ths asaufacture of a gasketing matsrial coapounded of ashestos
and synthetio rubder ond in tae msnufacture of Jute, flax and
asbeatos packing.

The gasket material 1s processed in a specisl room with
vnntilazlon and fire and explosion precautlons. Here ssbestos and
a solvent mixture of heptane-hexane ia charged to aixing drum. After
mixing ths material is miiled, pressed 1nto shaets and dusted with
80apstond.

In a room adjolining this room trimminga. reanaats and
rejeoted bateohes of oured gasketing material are shredded in s gpeclial
maehine., Asbestos dast 1s produced in thals operation,

The paciking material is aade¢ elsewhere. Here the asbestos
is handled in wet state and 80 the dust is alnimized. Jute and flax
ars also spun and braded. After brading the materials are dipped
into heated vessels of mslted mutdon tallow, glyserin and glucose
mixture, or petroleum wax, The mubttoa tallow at times produces an.
offensive cdour when rancid, The petroleum has oaused some irritating
funes when heated. PFollowling 4ipping graphite may be sprinkled over
the paexing. OGraphite is spilled on the floor and mixes with spilled
oils or waxes eausing the floor to becomes very slippery. Safety
treads have besn installed on the stsirway to this area but not in
the working area around wachinery and hosted vessels.

Suggestions.

l. The asbastos shredding operation should be enolosed and
ventilated to the outside. It will be necessary to provide a collector
8o that asbestos fibres will not be emitted to the nelighbourhoed.

2. Appropriate type respiratory protection shsuld bs provided
to individual operators exposed o asbeatos duat, jule dust and flax dust

3. %Non slip flooring sbould be provided und malntained in are2
sbou: machlnery, hested vessels and stailrways.

4. The proeess eaploying petroieum wax would prefersbly be



