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RIFCET OF FYALTH AND 3/%ETY DIVISICH®

Manfred Dowditch, Dlrector

Rather than risk bering you wich detziled atatistica of activities, I will
say only that the health and safety work contirues to show a healthy growth (there
has bean &n increase of at least 5O per cent sinca its inception) and will give a
few exazples 1llustratirg its more important phases,

CHILIHOOD LPAD FOISONING

Because of the &ifficulty of ita solution and the great amount of adverse
publicity which it erngenders, childhwod lead poisoning has contimed to be a major
tire—consuning headache, A recent nes3s itm 1n tha New York Dally News with the headw
line "Lcad Foilsoning %i1led 10 Xid3 in Brooklya in 155, Eighest Toll 4n the City,®
is a typical example of the latter, Through our responses to the inguiries of phyw
sicians, hosplitals and clirics, the sponsorship of research, and cooperation with
such organizations as the Azerican Acadeny of Pediatrics and American Msdical
Association, I belleve that we are securing a better understanding of this problema
and rore reascnable attitudes towards it,

DNTUSTRIAL IPAD FOISONING

Although the recogrition of lead rolsoning as a disease dates back %o
antiquity, and daspive the fact that its causes and control are well understood, yet,
a3 Ixr. Kehoe has told us, there has baen 8 dimimution in the severity of industrial
cases, ratrer than in their total nurber, This is illustrated by the fact that in-
quiries and case reports contirue with little change 1n the anmual total., A prizary
need here, as Dr, Johnstcne mald yesterday, is btetter instruction of our physicians,

DiDUSTRIAL WEDICAL AND KEALTH SERVICES

There is gratifying evidence of & greatsr recognition of the importance of
adequate redical and health services on the part of the larger companies, Two
exazples ¢f this have been an inquiry from a ncn-member company as to a physician
suitable for appointzent ss over-all medical director, and a recent request from a
representative of one of our mecbers for sdvice in setting up a cormpany-wide health
program,

TREATNNT OF LEAD FOISONING

The sc—called EDTA therapy for plumbism, brought forwsrd five ysars ago,
is by far the greatest advance in this field in recent times, It continues to be a
subject of intensive study, and s repert of recent findings will shortly be mailed
to all of our merbers,
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We continue to watch legislation adverse to ths interests of our members,

Thres bills this resr, two in New York and cnas in New Jersey, having to do with lead
paints, were killed in cormittes, Two New York bills on air pollution have been re-
committed for study and coplea of a substitute draft bill prepared by the Associated
Industries of New York State have been mailed to our members in that state, Because
of tho impoenibility of keaping a close watch on L8 state legislatures, it would de
most helpful if our members having installations in other states would notify us of
adverse legislation coming to their attention,

UNIFORM LABFLDO

The trend towards more and more precautionary labeling regulations continues,
Our effort here has been mainly to secure reasonatle and uniform lsbeling requirements-
for lead compounds in all federsl and state jurisdictions, This has been quits suce
cessful to date, with the elimination of objectionable wording from a labeling re~
quirement of the U. 3. General Services Administration the post recent episode, MNodie
fication of the New York City lesad paint labeling regulation was secured by means of
American Standard 266.1, prepared by a committee of the American Standards Association,
aponsored by the Lead Industries Association, Ths futility of the labeling approach
has been brought to the attention of health officials in other large municipalities
and appears to have caused them to reconsider any such plans,

URIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN PLASTIC PIPE REFORT

Getting wind of a forthconing report on the suitability of plastic pipe
for potable water supplies in preparation at the University of Michigan, we arranged
to see the galley proof of the report and, through contacts with mexbers of the ad-
visory committee on the report, were able to securs eliminatisn of a number of state-
cents adverse to the use of lead stabilizers, Coples of the report, expected this
week, will be mailed to those of our members known to be interested and will be
available to any others on request,

ALLFOATIONS A3 TO SOURC®S OF LZAD FOISONING

Experience has convinced us that no theory as to the csusation of lead
poisoning 1s too crazy to be brought forward, No matter how absurd such a theory
nay be, it can find its way into print, and froo then on is almcst certain to be re~
garded as gospel, Dr, Johnstone has mentioned several of these wild notions, In
conclusion let me emphasize one of these and cite three additional and very recent
onesy

A group in lLos Angeles had put forward the claim that lead
from the exhausts of motor vehicles constituted a menace to the
public health, They were very vocal and went 8o far as to hold
sizable mass meetings, e have secured figures on the lead found
by official agencles in the street air of New York, Chicago, Los
Angeles, Detroit, Cincinnati and other major cities, have found
that none of these comentrations remotely approach a hazardous
“Yevel, and have brought this fact to the attention of municipal
health authorities snd others, whereby it is believed that this
ghost has been laid,

A letter fron a Yashington physician, received in Mareh,
stated that ®ingestion of newspaper has been ths basis of lead
poisoning in three of owr more recent cases,” His reference was
to plurbism in emall children. In reply, we pointed out that
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there i{s no lead in newsprint, and none in the ink with which
newspapars are printed, Our reguest that he explain the source
of the lead in these cases brought no responss,

It would be of sora interest, 12 it were so, to know that
the eating or drinking of lead paints hss becore a favored means
of committing suicide, Such we would have to conclude to be the
casa from a tabulation received from the American Publioc Health
Assocliation, showing eleven cases of attempted suicide, one of
them successful, during 1955, by means of ingesting lead paints,
Hers wo have a respectod and important national organization, pub-
lisher of the American Journal of Public Health, putting forth a
seemingly utlierly absurd item of vital statistics, When we ques=
tioned this, the reply was that *it might be a clericsl error.®
It gquite obviously was,

Perhaps the craziest of all was a letter from a physician in
Alsbama, reporting in detsil on the case of & housewife thought to
be sufferirg from lead poisoning, alleging a urinary lead value
some ten times that found in severe industrisl cases, and suggesting
that the patient's habit of biting off silk thread, while sewing
night be the cause, Because of the association of this physician
with an organization overseen by one of our leading industrial medi-
cal friends (and one blessed with a sense of huor), these theories
were brought to the latter’s attention and elicited the understanding
and amising reply frem which, in closing, I will quote, with minor
changest

Tinent the case of ¥rs. X concerning whom the words
Vlead poisoning! have appeared.

vfe are suggesting to Doctor Doe that the Health
Departzent be requested to make an investigation to dee
termine 1f possible whether Mrs, X has been ingesting
lead from scurces in the vicinity of her home, Should
this prove to be the case, perhaps it can be stopped
with these sequclass

a) Mrs, X would feel better

b) The hospitals would be relieved of dozens
of adissions in addition to the dozens shs
has hadj

¢) Our organization would be relieved of the
necessity of continuing to pay hospital and
physicians' charges through ensuing yearsg

d) The clinicisns, the Public Health suthorities,
our organization and the Lead Industries
Association would all emerge triumphant for
having had & part, and Nrs. X, we hope, along
with all the others will happily live forever
after,®
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