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The enclused article has just appeared in the C~nc.dian 

Ued..ical i1.ssocic;.t:ion Journal. I thought you mi&ht be ir:tereste:d and 

might not see it bec<n~se oi1r Journal has such a s~all circulation. 

I am rat.her- disappoir:ted thc:.t Dr. l.~er~~et'.'"ler 's very 

C.ef ir~ ~.e concli:s:ons do not agree v:i'th o•.ir cperc. ":. ing exr,erience. 

;;'o-.:.l~ you co.re to cc::nent on his state::ents? I cc.n 11:. e.e;ree about 

:.i·,e :::ortali t:>• c.nd tuberculcsis figures. Do you si.:.p;iose "'Jha.t the 

f c.'cricating proc8sses :..:-i :Snc;l::..nd differ from our r..inir.g and '!!lilling 

proce~ses so trlCh that c~r operc:.tion is :rrlch less hai~.:dous to 

heal~h? Or are their standards for di~gnosis cf asbestos:s dif:e~ent 

f:-a:n O'..:.r"~? I know the>t the i3ri ti sh and some Eurcpsa.n cour:~ries do 

~ct require a ty-pic;l x-ray pattern in order to d:ag~:se ~sbestosis. 

I could ask a thousand questions, but s~;4l not bother 

yc..i C.':Tf :nore nor.• ?er haps we C2-'1 a.i SCUSS the !Lc?.t ter :10re fu:.._ly when 

?~~: ;~d 1 GO to R2T~:;c.c. Incident;~~' I ~ave ~e~t 2 ccpy of this 

K7.'S/h .~. 
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Sincerely, 

Kenneth W. Smth, l\.D. 
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