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Jady 20, 1940

fantnin Kamali Belejiva, MB.,
Melitary Hospital

fanglkole

‘™ailand

Dear Captain Balajivas

A short time ago I
rocelvad Information by way of the London offlce
of the Aascciated Ethyl Company Ltd., to the affeoct
thaet you had agreed to carry on the medileal supervision
of workmen who would be engaged in mixing Ethrl Fluild
with gasoline at the Government Fuel Department mixing
plant in Chongnonari. Shortly after this I talked
with ¥r, Allen Tully In this country after hias return
from Auatralia. You will probably rememoer Mr. Tully
as the gentleman who interviewed you in connection
with this work. Mr. Tully has reported that the cone
struction of the contamplated mixing plant does not
corraspond with the specificetions provided by the
Assoointed Ethyl Company Ltd., and that it can not be
approved for use unless changes &rs made in accordsance
with agreements entered Into by the mankgemsnt of the
plant. I wish to make quite clear to you that in my
opiniocn 4t 1s not advigable for the Hthyl Company to
assume any responsibllity whatever for the operation
of this plant and for the care of the workmen in it
wntil and unless 1t is modified to correspond to our
genaral methoda for bthilding amd operating these
nlanta. I would appreociate it very much if you would
make such efforts &s you can on behalf of the Ethyl
Company t6 see thati the menagement understands the
gravity of this matter. The design of the plant and
the conatruction of various safety foatures in connectlon
with. 4t are not matters of arbirrary Jjudgment, but are
rather dependent upon our axporience over o period of many
years on the handling of thls occupations It is necessary
that avery precaution be taken in the handling of the
concentrated Fluld; otherwise it 1s practically certain
that acclidenta will occur and that men will be polsoned.
As & medical man you can not be indifferent to thisa
situation. Obviocusly if men are Injured in this work,
you may find it necessary to take care of them. On the
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other hand we are quita cortain fram our experience that
i1f the plant 18 properly built and properly operated,

no cases of poisoning can posaibly occur. Accordingly

I do not wish to authorize you to undertake the super-
vision of men who are working in & plant that is obviously
unsatisfactory. What I wish you to do 1is to see if you
can neot influsnce the people in question to build the plant
and tc operate it in accordance with our instructions.

il they willnot do this, we shall have to decide later
what to do, but if you will let me know what takes place,
keeping me fully informed of all developments, I shall
know how to advise you.

Under gseparate cover I am
sending you a serlies of published srticles from this
L&DOP&EO?Y on various phases of the problem of Ethyl
Fluld and leaded gasoline. As you will zee froum these
articles, the gusoline arfter it lg nixed is in no wise
nore dangerous than ordlnary gascline. The Fiuid,
however, is a dangerous material and must be handled
with great respect.

' Under the circuastances
as they now exist au the plant in question, I would

not wish you to undertake the examination of workmen

in preparation for the mixling operstions or after the
nixing openations begin, unless, as I have indicated,

the plant is rebullt in accordance with our require~
ments. However I would like you to assume the respon-~
8ibliity for representing me in amedical way in
negotiationa with the officilals of the Government Fuel
Department, and I shsll see that you properly compensated
for any efforts which you are able to make in this wsy.
If we 'ind that we can go ahead with the regular medical
supervision of the workmen, you will bse compensated on

& mutually agreable basls through &rrangements made out
of the London office of the Associated Ethyl Company Ltd.

I am sending a copy of this
letter %o tha London office for their information so that
they will appreoiate the 1natructiona which I have given
Joue ‘ .

I shall be very much pleased
to hear from you, acknowlbdging the receipt of this letter
and als¢o the receipt of the published work which I am
sending you. I shall bs glad %o a&nswer any further questions
which may be raised by you, 1f possible, and I shall especilally




loolz forward to information frcm you 23 to the status

of the plent in question.
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Cordially youra,

Robert A. Xehoe, i D.




