RVC Said Handling Asbestos Properly

ALBANY — As Randout
Valley High . School dooms
¢ iy W yJlew werkers
w srey eniling msbestos tiles
with flustive, an offfcial of the
New York 8tats Department
of Health maintgined that sir
cuntaminstion Som the tilm is
act & hasardous public health

probiem.

“There bs 00 evidanes that it
Casl a8 MANte predlem, and !
vnnk it s beirg handled In
soprapriate fasiuca,” said Dr.
Nicholas Vianas of the
de t's Burssu of Pood
and Insututional Sanitation.

Rondout Valley High Sehool
<!l }emain closed Friday 0
aillow g New Jersey frm, KRC-
Assosintes, to spray aboyt
33,000 squsre fest of ‘ceilings’
with 8 clear polymer coating
they develeped especially for

<he purpoes. The spray rencts .

chemisally with ssdestos,
molecyles o form ¢ tough sue-
face omating that prevents flak.
'ag whea the material begins
te disintagrate. .

Rondout Supenatmdent Dr.
Jamea O'Connell had ceiling
sateriais tested alter heanng
a telewiasd report of & school .
cloming in New Jervey for)
asbepiss particle contamina.
tronn,

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT

DUP-1369

Tosts showed a concsntrs.
tonol .15 0 .17 asbestcn fibers
per milliliter of air at the high

“sehool. O'Connell said that the

Environmental Protection
‘Agency suggestad minimum P
no mare than .1 fibers per
milliliter, while the Bureay of
Labor recommends not more
than'.§ par milliliter.

New York State hae ne min.
imum standard for contamina.
tion by asbestos particles, Dr.
Vienns said.- "Cur only e1-
periencs has been with pecpie
such ss ssbestos miners, in.
dustrial workers, and pipefit.
ters, workem who inhals large
amounts of asbestos,” nte said.
“Regarding minimal emounts
in the air, it remsins 0 be
soon."”

Rapested exposure in large
amounts over long perieds of

.time can csuse chromie dis-

sases, inciuding cancer. he
sai¢. Asked for his definition of
s long time, he replied:”
Something like 15 or 20 years.”

Priday, Janvery' 28,1977

The Ulsue County Depart. if . MeCantdy seid!
ment of Hoallh doas sec pave o cried .ﬁ,_m s,
sny minimum air contaming.. geon wperintendent, ‘dm
tion standards for ssdeston. A 1rict buildings hed been
spoxesman referred ingquiries chacked after hetring talevised
to wate officials, reporta of & school elcwing in

A survey of Ulster County New Jersey.. Only two boiler
1cao0] sdministrators dis- goom 2uilings :n the intire dig.
c.omed :hlt all were aware of trict contain eadeston, Be said
1ne prodlem and that all hed T"Saugerties  Supsrintendent
cascked up o0 tei2 oW dit- ‘Danisl Loe said that David
tricts after Dri James yigebrnd superintandens of
O'Connell, the Rondout Vll\cy buildings and grounds, had
superintandent of schools, dis- been made swere of the prob.’
c.oved hie district's plane gt s lem about thres yeers g0 and
,-_,p'::;ﬂld.ﬂ!'l conferenes ngd checked out all distnct:
ant . itedi ' v

Fato MeCunty, th New! SULSITE, AL o0 vare
P,_"“ b::"{:"&’;d‘“" 'f:‘.d‘ asbests materials in any of
<hat sbout 14,000 square : .
of ceng tilee in the middly ° DUiding Lee said.
school contained asbestos. He'  Dr. Jack Keough, Ontscen
has hired Rossnsgel and As. Business manager, said the

‘socuates of Cherry Hill, N,L'.diur!ﬂ“i;d slso hired’

to conduet tsts which ‘were : Asscgistes to do
scheduled to begin today. Ra. 8 series of testa. The fing! test,
sults of sir contaminstion t0 detsrmine if deteriorution
measurements will be avsil. *and Naking of the aabestos has
aale early nest wesk and ap. . ‘s set for mext
propnate action will be taken Wednesday.
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| Contamination Closes

Rondout High School =

KYSERIKB— Rondout Valley
High School will be closed Thure.
day and Priday while repairs are
made to eliminats air contamina.
tion by asbestos perticles in the
ceiling matarisls.

The work il be Performed'by'

the XRC Ressarch Corporation of
Morrestown, New Jersey, who will
spray the ceilings with an eposy
polymer costing developed
sspecially for the purposs.
gndout Valley School Superin-
tendent Dr. James O'Connell said
he ‘srdered ail district buildings
inspected after hearing of & New
Jersey schooi taat had to be closed
because of Righ aszestos {iber con-
tant 1n the ar. . .
Spraying of approximately
50,000 square feet will cost an
estima $33.200, with up tn &0
par cent of the comt being refun.
dable by the State Education De-
rtment, according to O' Connell.
?Iu school bosard, advised by the
superintendent that asbestos {iber
concentration was higher than
some recommended minimurms,

declared an emergency.

v Further tests
showed 2 concentration of .15 to
.17 asbestos fibers per milliliter of

_air at the high school.

O’Connell said that the Enviran.
mental Protection Agency suggests
no greater than .1 fibers per
muililiter of air, while the Buresu
of Labor recommends not more
than .5 fibers per milliliter.

“We thought anything that ex-

ceeded the mast cautious recom. *

mendation shnuid be corrected im-
mediatly,” QO'Conne!l said. -
Q'Connell asid that the matenal
used in the h:gh schocl corlings was
cummonly used during the time
when the Rcndout Valley High
School was bduiit. The . schoot
opened 1n 1960. The material was

*inexpensive and has exceilent heat

and acoustical properties.

O’Connell said that the two days
used to repair the ceilings will be
made up with snow days. The
district hes used two of its six
scheduled snow days so far.

n‘l’lj Central High School will
ings in e bullding.
ground asbestos-washed

-

ay, 83 workmen repair
The cellings contain a coated finish of
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