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Hovember 1, 1974

Attention: ¥Mr. Ralph E. Ceorge, Director of Enforcement

‘Dear Sirs:

In accordance with your letter of October 18, 1974, we have called
your office about an abnormal discharge of vinyl chloride which
occurred yesterday, October 31, 1974 at about 11:15 AM. The dis-
charge lasted azbout fifteen minutes, a full report of which follows.

Because of 2 series of ioproper communications, one of our polymeri-
zation vessels was allawed to overheat.  Abnormal pressure was

thus created inside the vessel so that the relief hardware was B
activated and an estimated 2,000 pounds of vinyl chloride was v
dischzrged through the vent stack into the atmosphere over the

burilding about 40 feet zbove ground level.

The vessel was immediately put on wapor recovery and as mich
vinoyl chloride as possible was routed through recovery equipment.
In this way, a maximim smount: of the VCL was prevented from being
released. Stationary monitors in the area of release showed the
paximum concentration on the roof to ba 18 ppm VC1 during the
incident.

Better coxmunication means. between operators and maintenance
people have bean instituted as a result of this incident. Tt is
belizved that a recccurrence of this type will not happen.

Equipment is being designed to ba iastalled at our plant so that
even abnormal venting as occurred in this instance cen be fully

conceinad .. Also equipment ig being purchased to warn of higher
than normal prassure so that action coun be taken bafore venting
oCerrs.

Pleasze let vs know 1f there is any othier informaeticn you desirve.

Very touly yours,
5. F . GOODRICH C‘.FI;:-H.C;\L COMUANY
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