HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEWS

PCB'S vnversmeessnanecren: PG
rd Administration uses con- -
{r:vorslnl chomicals as means
of lighting fire under Congress:
mon silting on toxlc substance
bills. Monsanto to halt PCB's.
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PCB’s' ProblemFuoIs Drive
For Toxic Substances L aws

Problenmis resuiting from contaml-
nation of the environment by polychlo-
rinated biphenels (PCB's)  were the
fuel used last week by Administration
spokesmen to sloke the fires under
Congress to act favorably - and soon-
on a broad (oxi¢ substances control bill
still smoldering in Senate and House
committees.

Although Monsanto Company. sale pro-
ducer of IPCB's in this country intends to
phase out production as soon as an ade-
quate substitute is available, arguments
presented {0 the House Merchant Marine
Commitice by top officials of the Interior
Department and Environmental Protection

Agency were that this (s not enough-au-
thorities nced to curb all chemical hazards
to health and the environment.

Whether the Senate and House commit-
tecs considering the toxic substances bills
will take early action Is not clear at this
time, but talk among members of the Mer-
chanl Marine Committec following Its hear-
ings Jast week was that it might grab the
ball and bring In a bl of its own, limited to

vestricting PCB's usc in this counfry be.
cause of their threat to fisheries and wild
life which come under this commitiee's ju-
visdietion. Administration spokesmen, how-
ever, srgued agalnst this plecenmeal ap-
praoch to the problem.

Office of Management & Budget, mean-
while, has prepared a series of amend.
ments to the McCollister bill, HR 7664,
which were to be forwarded to the House
Interstate Commerce Committec by the
end of last weck. -

The Administration has endorsed the
McCollister bill in principal over the Eck-
hardt bill, 10318, and the Tunncy bill in the
Scnate, S 776.

EPA Adminlstrator Russell Traln in tes-
tilying on the PCB situation and detailing
the steps the agency has taken to curb PCB
uses, explained that ail of the toxic sub-
stance control bills pending contain essen-
tia) authority which would greatly strength.
en the government's hand in controlling the
problem: of toxle substances entering the
environment.

They would require

EPA to keep track

MONS 032625

of chemical substances being manufactur-
cd processcd or fimported. They would re-
quire the testing of chemicals which appear
to pose a risk to health or the environment
and are not covercd adequately by other
laws. Immedinte action could be taken
against particularly hazardous chemicals.
Food & Drug Administration, which is
expected to be called for testimony later by
the committee, will be asked what it s
doing to meet the problem of food supplies
inated by the chemical, particularly

fish.

Al the present time the FDA tolerance
for PCIi's In food is five parts per midion,.
Recently, Conadn reduced its tolerance to
two ppm. FDA is reported to be considering
& reduction in Its tolerance leve) and will be
asked about this by the committee.

Monsanto's plans to get out of the PCB
business were announced to the House com-
mittec by the firm's representative William
B. Papageorge. After reciting the steps the
company has teken voluntarily to eurb
sales and uses of the chemicals, he sald
Monsanto has Informed the US capacitor
and transformer industries of s Intentions,
but gave no timetable. These industries are
the only ones Monsanto has been selling
PCRB's to since 1972,

“Monsanto has no desire to remain In
the PCB manufacturing busincss any long.
er than is necessary,”" Mr. Papageorge
sald. “By this we mean that as soon as we
sre satisfied that the electrical power sup-
ply industry's necds for usable, scceplable
alternate diejectric fluids have been met by

h er. M will rily shut
down its PCB manufacturing unit,

Nathanle) P. Reed, | Interior
sceretary for fish and wildlife, made » vig-
orous plea before the committer Jor legisla-
tion to place a “‘national ban on aill domest.
ic and imported PCB's."”

Citing figures of PCB contamination of
fish in waters In the districts of # number of
the committee members, Mr. Recd sald
that “we must have as our goal the elimins. -
tion of PCB's from the environment as rap-
idly as possible. I recommend that the eriti.
cal or essential use of PCB's In transform-
ers and capacitors be immediately and erit-
{cally reviewed in the light of cutrent po-
tential replacement products.”

He was strongly supported during the
following two days of the hearings by testi- -
mony Irom & number ol environmental pro.
tection groups reciting the effects 6f PCB's
on important species of food fish and birds.

Ms. Reed sald, however, that { the FDA
should lower the permissible contamination
level to the two ppm established by Canada
it will mcan the end of commercial fishery
in the Great Lok~




