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A p ril 10, 1970

D iv is io n  G e n e ra l M an ag e rs  - S a le s  D iv is io n s 
D ep artm en t G e n e ra l M an ag e rs  - D o m estic  O p era tio n s

G entlem en :

R ecen tly  th ere  have been  in d ica tio n s that po lych lorbyph enyls have b eer/ 
found a t so m e  poin ts in  m a r in e , aq u atic  and w ild life  en v iron m en ts. While 
q u an titie s c f  th e se  m a te r ia l s  a r e  re la t iv e ly  sm a ll , it  i s  rece iv in g  the kind of 
co n ce rn  that h as a r is e n  with DDT and o th er p o llu tan ts . M onsanto C h em ica l 
C om pany is  the so le  su p p lie r  to G e n e ra l E le c t r ic  of v a r io u s  g ra d e s  of th is 
m a te r ia l  under the trad e  n am es o f A ro c io r  fo r  e le c t r ic a l  u se  in c a p a c ito r s  
and t r a n s fo r m e r s ,  P y d ra u l fo r  h y d rau lic  u s e s ,  and T h erm in o ls  a s  h eat 
t r a n s fe r  a g e n ts . The m a te r ia l s  a r e  a l s o  known a s  A s k a r e ls ,  o r by our 
r e g i s t e r e d  tra d e m a rk , P y ra n o l,

M onsanto  h a s  been  rev iew in g  p ro c e d u re s  to be su re  that th ese  m a te ­
r i a l s  do not find th e ir  w ay into the land  o r w ate r  environm ent. The C om pany 
i s  in re c e ip t  of a  le t te r  dated  F e b r u a r y  18, 1970 fro m  M onsanto e x p r e s s in g  • 
i t s  c o n c e rn  (copy a ttach ed ).

In o rd e r  to d e a l with th is  p ro b lem , the E x ecu tiv e  O ffice  appointed  a 
ta sk  fo r c e  c o n s is t in g  of R ob ert 5 .  A m es a s  C h airm an , C h a r le s  J.  M eloun, 
and L e o n a rd  C . M a ie r , J r .  w hose D iv is io n s accou n t fo r  98 p ercen t of the 
C o m p an y 's  u sa g e . The ta sk  fo rc e  reco m m en d s that two im m ed iate  s te p s  
m u st be taken :

1 .  -  C on tro l of the d isp o s it io n  of P y ran o l, P y d ra u l, T h erm in o ls
and re la te d  m a te r ia l s  a t a l l  G e n e ra l E le c t r ic  lo ca tio n s, and

2. A p p ro p ria te  n o tifica tio n  to c u s to m e rs  p u rch asin g  equipm ent 
and ap p a ra tu s  con tain in g  P y ra n o l, (T ak e  no action  on Lins 
until fu rth er a d v ise d  by the ta sk  f o r c e . )

E n v iron m en ta l co n tro l a t G en era l E le c t r ic  lo c a tio n s  having any of 
th e se  m a te r ia ls  e ith er for u se  in m an u factu re  of G en era l E le c t r ic  p rod u cts 
o r  in any ap p a ra tu s  o r  equipm ent u se d  fo r  su ch  m an u fac tu re , c o n s is t s  o f 
co n tro llin g  the d isp o sa l  of s c r a p , s p i l l s ,  fa ile d  a p p a ra tu s , and drum  re s id u e . 
S c ra p  P y ran o l, P y d rau l and T h e rm in o ls  should be d isp o se d  of by co n ta in ­
m ent in d ru m s and sto red , o r  sn ipp in g  the d ru m s, a t c o st , to M on san to 's  
W. G . K ru m m rich  P lan t a t S au g e t, I llin o is , attention  S u p e rv iso r , D ept. 246. 
M onsanto w ill c h arg e  3£ fo r  each  pound of s c r a p  P y ran o l, P y d ra u l and 
T h e rm in o ls . M onsanto intends to held  the m a te r ia l  in d ru m s o r  in a 
s to r a g e  tank pending the in sta lla t io n  ox an in c in e ra to r .
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M a te r ia ls  w hich have becom e con tam in ated  with po lych lorbyph enyls 
such  a s  F u l le r 's  e a r th , saw d u st, r a g s ,  so lid  in su la tio n s fro m  fa ile d  a p p a ra tu s , 
e t c . , should be con tain ed  and s to r e d . In no event sh ou ld  polych lorbyphenyls 
o r  m a te r ia l s  con tam in ated  with the sa m e  be put into any w ater  sy stem  or land 
f i l l .

It i s  reco m m en d ed  that the m an ag er o f any d o m e stic  G E fa c il ity  which 
p ro d u c e s  p ro d u c ts  contain ing F y ra n o l, o r  w hich in c lu d es p lan t equipm ent 
contain in g  it (su ch  a s  t r a n s fo r m e r s  o r  c a p a c ito r s  in its. su b sta tio n  o r  te s t  
f a c i l i t ie s ) ,  o r  w hich p ro v id e s  s e r v ic e  on equipm ent contain in g  it (such  a s  m o st 
S e rv ic e  Sh ops), o r  which a c t s  a s  se llin g  agen t fo r  it, r e c e iv e  th is in fo rm ation  
and e s ta b l ish  c o n tro ls  a s  a p p ro p r ia te . The n e c e s s a r y  s p e c ia l  attention  of 
G e n e ra l M a n a g e rs  of s a le s  d iv is io n s  to o v e r se e  co m m u n icatio n  to ap p ro p ria te  
S a le s  M a n a g e rs , and of G e n e ra l M an ag e rs  of m u ltip le  lo ca tio n  d ep artm en ts 
to co m m u n icate  to lo c a l p lan t m a n a g e r s , i s  re q u e ste d .

The ta sk  fo rc e  is  p re p a r in g  on a C om pany b a s i s  an ap p ro p ria te  
n o tifica tio n  to be sen t to G e n e ra l E le c t r ic  c u s to m e r s  a d v is in g  them  of th is  
s itu a tio n . T h is  le t te r  w ill be rev iew ed  w ith the P ro d u ct D ep artm en ts 
co n cern ed  p r io r  to its  bein g  is s u e d .

The ta sk  fo rc e  w ill continue to rev iew  the s itu a tio n  and w ill m ake 
reco m m en d atio n s fo r  so lv in g  th is  p ro b le m  on a  lo n g -ra n g e  b a s i s .

V e ry  t ru ly  y o u rs,

R . B . A m e s, C h airm an
C . J .  M eloun
L .  C . M a ie r , J r .

P Y R A N O L TA SK  FO R C E

A ttachm ent

c c : M e m b e rs , C o rp o ra te  O p era tio n s O ffice 
D iv isio n  G e n e ra l M an ag e rs
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