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buring the week of January 23-30, 1§85, NTQSH ran a thras-day air
monitoring survey of the plant ,hﬁ‘lng oparations. Ohjectives of the survey,
test protocols and operating conditions are discussed 1% the attached rsport
ssued by the writer February 3, 1583. -

© The fiber count resuits for March 25, 25 and 27 ave shown in Tables
I, IX and III, respectively, Ceiling value concentrations in-the msin circuit
uﬁm area ranged from 0.4 to 6,8 Tiburs/cc for personal sauples,  Parsonal
celling axpasures for the RG-244 begging operator were batwesn'],1 and 5.6
fibers/ec. Parsondl time weighted averages {TWA) based on approximately four
hours of testing par day demonstrated levels. Tn excess of 2.0 fibers/cc 1n four
saparata inatances. THA's for oparetors in the main ctreuft bagging room ranged
Trom 0,5 %0 3.6 fibers/cc. TWA'S for the RG-244 bagger were 1.4 to 3.8 fibars/cc.

The high exposures are attrfbuted for the most part to various pechend.
¢xl problems eyident during the coursa of thess tests; the details of which are
coversd in the pralipinary report appendsd. However, these tasts demonstrate
the nesd for some sort of continucys monitorfng program, It would,, 1n Ry opinfon,
behoove us to proceed with a plant svaluation of continuous afr monitoring

mimt 3% 3pon as possible, i

Tom Cooper, project leader of the NIOSH survey teanm, contacted me
March 30th, They have complated the dust counts and theip results are cansider-
ably Tower than ours, Aceor’ding to Tom, their highest ceiling value was 2,7
#ibars/cc and the TWA's were a1l Tess than 0.6 fibers/cc, [ did not. discuss our
findings with him. He s sending us copies of thelp raw data this week.
final report will not te forthcoming for at least another manth or two,
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In view of the discrepancies betwssn labs, we racounted seversl of
the more haavily loaded filtars, These results are ghown in Tabie' IV, :
generally spnking, the replicats counts demonstrated correlations with original
test rasults within the accapted 1imits of variance. Nith one-axception,
Sample D-50, the.repifcate counts ware significantly lowep than the origina) .
count.  This sample contained a gonsiderable amount of fine fiber with
dinmetars apgmcb ng the visible detaction 1imit at 400X magnification and was
M of fiher was detectad 1n some of tha other

very Sifficuit to coumt. Ihis type ¢ ;
RG-244 samples as wall. With fine particulate of this nature, every field viewing

arss has to be scrutinized in detail at several focal planes. Normally, &
sanple can be counted in 10 t0 20 minutes, By comparison, 1t took approximately

an hour . to gount D6Q,

As you are aware, our fider doss not exhibit the sorphalogy typical
of Canadian chrysotile. Coalinga asbestos has x much ssaller medn diamster.and

#{per Tangth distributfon, Because of this and the fact that most counting
their fiber counts are

laboratories are not fawiT{gr with Coslinga asbestos,
oftan artifically low, T should point out thot i% 15 possible that the NIOSH
counts are corrset. Prior studfes have shown that the variance between.

In this instance; however,

simltanecus multiple samples can be quite high, ) .
1 think the pmhleg fe relatad to differences 1n the counting procedurs rather

than between samples, - It would appear that the NIOSH counting lab migged 2
significant amgunt of asbastas #1ber 1n sone of the samples.
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