April 19, 1948

donorable Jasmes L. Murray,

onalrman, pduckiloa «ud Labov Commitltee,
Unlted Z.ates .enaie,

Vasningtca, O. C.

Dear Sen&tor Murray:

Your letier of Morch 18, 1245 addressed to G. C. Harrold, former
secrelary of the lmerican Industrial Hyglene Asscclation, and the
‘questionaire relaiing tc leglislative proposals for impreoving the
nation's heelth, were Lrought to the attention of the Board of
Directors of the Associatlcn at its recent meeting on April 4, 1440,
At Lhis time our discussicn resulted in agreement that it would not
be possible {or us to reply with any degree of useiulness to & number
of the speciiflc qQuestions. On the cther hand, it szemed wholly
desirable to take cognizance of the sincere interest of this organli-
zation in the general aims and purposes of such leglslatlicn.
Acccrdingly, as the rellring rresident of the American Industrial
Hygliene Assccigtion, I wish to give expressicn to ocur point of view.

“he American Industrial Hygiene Associlatlon, both as an organization
and 43 &8 Lody ¢i intescsted professional people, is deeply concerned
with all matiers that have to dc with tine nealth of our incuzizial
vopulation. 1ne &ims cf the crganization and its member=hlip involve
caref'ul study of environmental conditions in industrial esi&bllshments
and the ieactions of individuals thereto. We are very much concerned
with the further development of the scientific investigmtion which

is necessary for the understanding end control of environmental con-
ditions, and with the training of professional personnel, both
medically &nd technlcelly, who will have the professional responsi-
tility for Judgment and practice in this important fleld of comnunity
health. :

Experience of iecent jears, lncluding the var years, has demonsirated
the need {or Intensive and extensive ettorts in safeguarding the lives,
the healin, and capeblillities of industrial personnel. This is a field
of professional activity which from the point of view of prevention,

is relatively new. Tlhere is a tremendous need for greatly expanded
research activities. Almost every factor which influences the
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the industrial environment is in need of more thorough investigation.
In additicn to the need for investigatlion, there is the very great
need of trained personnel who are familiar with what is known and who
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sreventive medicine. Llkewise the physician wi:ih
ning in medical work has had to adapt his medlcal xnow-
tuation which is quite different from the private [race
tne in which he has been trained. %ne resull i3 .nat

n this {ileld have hed to learn thelr w&; about uLy

elther having had the beneflt of the proless:onal training
ve acquainted them with the difficulties and the require-
1 professional work in advance of their entrance upon it.
nce of these facts, there 1s vreat need for the develop-
sive facllities for research in this field and f{or the
tralning of men to Ye industrial physiclans on one nand
of industrial hyglene on the other.

These needs, as ve see¢ them, are the greatest that confront us, and

ve shall Le tound willing and anxious to glve vligorous support Lo

any progrem of legislation that will tend to implement or facilitate
progress in these directions. Obviocusly here vwe are thinking not of
momentary improvements or panaceas but 8 fundamental program of inves-
tigation and professionsl tralning thet will move steadily toward the
solution of the hygienic problems, both occupationally and generally,
of this great group cf our population.

Meanvhile the Associatlion will continue to assist in the achlevement
of the purposes indicated above through the mea&ns now open to it, -
that of publishing the results of the investigations of Iits members
and disseminating informaticn In its annual scientific sesslons.

Sincerely yours,

Fobert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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C.C.: Mr. Frank Patty

Mr. Allen D. Brandt



