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iarch 18, 1938

Dr. A, §. Leanza

Azglstant HMedical Diresctor
Matronolitan Life Insurance Co.
Hew York Clty

New York

Dear Doctor Lanzate

1 am afrald that therc 1s
very 1158ls T ean glve you in the way of new infore
maticn az te the Influvence of 1lead poisoning on
mortality, Nothing that I aszve on the subjrct is
vorth snybhing in a statistleal sense since I have
only my own axperiznces Inn the mabticr o clinlceal
cases to g0 ong and these, 1 ballave, waould be of
very 1ittle asailstance fo you, 1In the course of
the osast several years I Nave sa2cen several fabtal
casas of lead polsunlug in childrven az the rosult
of Ingesting lead fron toys, »lay pons, avnd Iin ous
instance contaminated food., I have also seen several
cages of fatal encephalopathy in connectlon with the
manufacture of white lead, I have also had direct
knonledge of 8ix or seven deaths from acute organlc
lead polisoning in connsctlon wilth the cleaning of
storage btanks heavlly contaminated with tetraethyl
lead or its decomposltlion products. I can not cone
colve of these a3 having much signiflzance in relabtlon
to the general gusstion of mortelity, My ezperience
leads me to. believe that fatal lead polzoning 1s quite
uncormon and aside from the instances which I have mene
tioned, I believe that fatal cases occur ravely: oxcepd
in comnection with shilp breaking or cutting operaticus
in which an oxyacetelene blowbtorch 1s used on a heavily
painted surface under condiltions in which ventilation
is lacking, or very lnadeguate,

- The only man I know who has
systematically collected data on this subject is one
of my colleagues on the Commlttes on Leed Poilsoning
in the Section of Industrial Hyglene of the American
Public Heglth Aasgsociation, I have no doubt you are
familier with some of Dr, Hoffmants publications and
I believe he has the data on this question in better
shape than almost anyone else in so far as avallable
statistics ars concerned. I personally doubt the




