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Ea ¥r. Vendiver Srosr, ‘
- Jchas-Nsnville Seles Cosporation, —p———. -

o 2. Duztiots Sress,

New Yurk 13, l_-ot !ur‘r. . .

Rt Zear Lr. Zrven: - -

N : L33t weex 7 taz2 8 lengthy viszit with Lr. Sowdlteh
T hers, at whiczh time I Bad thp oppurcnnl.ty to 2iszuss with him the
REAPS - BesSar of tis ts83% scndusted by O, Gariner 4n the interest of
R S asbestusis and =he msnufazturers v sadestss textilas wxc srovlilied
“ 2 $2¢ necesssry funds. I menticnel tlat we w2 not had a final report
PR ~ from Dre. Serzner althouyh it 2ad Yeen pro=issl gulte so== tiz=e a o,
Xt - I spuke of an -p:roprzntxon Zor the Bulllding Fund
N Dr. Gariner iz lntesested in az2 sugsssted t=3% ¢he Asoestos Taxtile
4t people would likely bs more uuroatod and gsnerous 1f ths repcre
oY ‘from Dre Gariner mi ht de forthzcnming.

e Nr. Bowditch in2icatsd we mijht bs Alsappointed in
. Dr. Garduner's report and sugzessted that he mizht de reluctant, 83 s

L e L TR, X111 [

- sclentist, to gu 80 far as to ny wtat his prolmnu-y sepurt
T indicated, thert t:e invisidle Z2us% was not 4 cus even thou,= kis
P tess a2 2Is oreli3I¥ P -t s cuncluaivy, at least tu
; the exZent taat the test progressed.

RY. R K 21 enendiiamd 3

‘ I sussested tu Kr, Bowiteh that Dr. Ssriner soull

e ° conscientiously s:tate, and wittsut fesr of contradiction, thst the .
s te=st condusted over a period of five or six.years, or lunger, g&ve no 1
evidence of permanent uju.ry. cr words tu Shat effect. Lr. Sowiisen T
wss reluctant to apeak for Jr. wariner dut he see=ad toO 8g%e toat such .
e au:ounn: from Dr. Garsner would not be out of urder. . -

L}
- onem o

It i3 oy understanding, from what Mr. Zowditch ststed,
that you we=s quite perturded, or sacull I say displeas=d, decause
. Dr. Garcner would not o on record to that end, and I feel Yyou were
B - lustified. It seems tu e useless to £O To the expense of cunducting
uen exterxed and custls test experiments if when we get tnrouga no -
" ¢ne 18 guing to be able tu sccuvunt for the results scaleveld, ani I -
think we shoull urge Dr. Sac-Zner, 1in =aking his finsl repurt, tv state - i‘
. definitely wost his experimenta were and what results were achieved. :
¥ : It 13 my understanding that Do one aas Zone so far ss we 444, through

( - Dr. Gardverts Ledoretory, to srove the affecta of s3bestos dnat, ana
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. since =mz=y duetors without the SXSATisnss 2D Frove thetlp gtataments -
definizely have made the claim that 1t is the ununu- duat tihat
causes asdbestusis that Dr. Gardner'’s repurt woull do el to olfsat
the damaging effects these unsupported statemients hsve made. _:
- 23S weull 2p mush 30C3 A% thne peesens time 1f Iniustry .
. m'M mbuen. mlo exzerisnces. Iz our elu. ot North 2rcoxfieia, -
: gul2 =3lp to ovescome the advanta e our neigtooring mMesilsssuTsse
?."o in procuring certain classes of labor, Wille our Tecurd at :
. Mok or2okfleld Lis definitely guwod, ani walle sll uf vur uld help is .
unalrald, new help we would like to cbtain s sometines influenceld cty 3

fear of dust promoted By our neighborirng manulscturers. {

I have nct seen Dr. Gor‘.:or"l preli=inery moort aince 1

. o3 £4-3% sent 1t tu us soxme time ajo, but I recell an odjecsioral
( . ‘statssent 'a.ro!.n Or. Sariner referr to =9 pussibiITTYor—Tx=rer.
. === YA atacemsa: wes =

hed ro -ls-e 1.n “r. Sariner's final repurt. 1 m;:.an 7ou wozid find
toes seme objection thst I meke, and since our group’s cuntact with

: Dr. Gerdne> has been tirough you I have saizZ2 potlhing to Ur. Gasiner
about 2t k=cwipng you will taile proper sclione

33

. . I sm gending you s copy of Dr. Gariner's lstter of
. April 1Sth. ®hils 1% 13 not encoursing 1S uffers some nope. :'¥
. Zaeling is thet AL Dp, Garzner is the only une who can write up his
gportg;; woulsd e in pretty dead lh.lp‘ 1f anything should ksppen to .
o Ga [ o]

. Nothing in this letter is intenled to sugjest that yun ;
should tske an? actiun in cur behslif that you 40 BOt approve uf for ’

Tenr o3z =un,.:n:'l intersst, but rathee to _sive <ou sll uf the :n"ux-_g-
\ucu tost I have tlrouga =y vis . Sum

A y—-T8" WurtH .to Joue

Bith 2ind perscnal regsris. b
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( RE-TYPED VERSION OF EXHIBIT #53

ASBESTOS TEXTILE COMPANY, INC.

April 18, 1946

Mr. Vandiver Brown,
Johns-Manville Sales Corporation
22 E. Fortieth Street,

New York 16, New York

Dear Mr. Brown:

Last week 'I had a lengthy visit with Mr. Bowditch here, at
which time I had the opportunity to discuss with him the matter
of the test conducted by Dr. Gardner in the interest of
asbestosis and the manufacturers of asbestos textiles who
provided the necessary funds. I mentioned that we had not had a
final report from Dr. Gardner although it had been promised quite
some time ago.

( ) I spoke of an appropriation for the Building Fund Dr.
~ Gardner is interested in and suggested that the Asbestos Textile
people would likely be more interested and generous if the report

from Dr. Gardner might be forthcoming.

Mr. Bowditch indicated we might be disappointed in Dr.
Gardner's report and suggested that he might be reluctant, as a
scientist, to go so far as to say what his prellmlnary report
indicated, that the invisible dust was not injurious even though
his test and his preliminary repcrt was quite conc1u51ve, at
least to the.extent that the test progressed.

I suggested to. Mr. Bowditch that Dr. Gardner could
conscientiously state, and without fear of contradlctlon, that
the test conducted over a period of five or six years, or longer,
gave no evidence of permanent injury, or words to that effect.
Mr. Bowditch was reluctant to speak for Dr. Gardner but he seemed
to agree that such a statement from Dr. Gardner would not be out
of order.

It is my understanding, from what Mr. Bowditch stated, that
you were quite perturbed, or should I say displeased, because Dr.
Gardner would not go on record to that end, and I feel you were
justified. It seems to me useless to go to the expense of
conducting such extended and costly test experiments if when we
get through no one is going to be able to account for the
results achieved, and I think we should urge Dr. Gardner, in
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.making his final report, to state definitely what his experiments

were and what results were achieved. It is my understanding that
no one has gone so far as we did, through Dr. Gardner's

Laboratory, to prove the effects of asbestos dust, and since many

doctors without the experience to prove their statements
definitely have made the claim that it is the invisible dust that
causes asbestosis that Dr. Gardner's report would do much to
offset the damaging effects these unsupported statements have
made.

It would do much good at the present time if Industry could
publicize these experiences. In our case, at North Broookfield,
it would help to overcome the advantage”-our neighboring
manufacturers have in procuring certain classes of labor. While
our record at North Brookfield is definitely good, and while all
of our old help is unafraid, new help we would like to obtain is
sometimes influenced by fear of dust promoted by our neighboring
manufacturers.

I have not seen Dr. Gardner's prelim.n .ry report since you
first sent it to us some time ago, but I r 'call an objectional
statement wherein Dr. Gardner referred zo the possibility of
cancer. It was my impression that the statement was rather far-
fetched and had no place in Dr. Gardner's final report. I
imagine you would find the same objection that I make, and since
our group's contact with Dr. Gardner has been through you I have
said nothing to Dr. Gardner about it knowing you will take proper
action.

I am sending you a copy of Dr. Gardner's letter of April
15th. While it is not encouraging it offers some. hope. My
feeling is that if Dr. Gardner is the only one who can write up
his report we would be in pretty bad shape if anything should
happen to Dr. Gardner.

Nothing in this 1letter is intended to suggest that' you
should take any action on our behalf that you do not approve of
for your own .company's interest, but rather to give you all of
the information that I have through my visit with Mr. Bowditch
foF whatever it may be worth to you.

With kind personal regards,

Very truly yours,

ASBESTOS TEXTILE COMPANY, INC.

President
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Encl.




