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April 18. 1948

Sr. Vandiver Brown.
Jchsa-Ksnvllle Siln Corporation, —_---------- _
S£ S. Fortieth Street,

Yurie IS. bew Yurv.

Seer Lr. Brown* __ __

la it «a.^ Z had • lengthy visit wits hr. 5owdlteh 
Sara, at which time I had ttas opportunity to dlacuss with Sin the 
■attar cf the test conducted by Or, Gewiner In tha interest or 
asbestusis and the manufacturers of sabaatcs textiles vac provided 
tsc necessary funds. X mentioned that »a bed not bad a final raport 
gram. Or. Gardner although It Sad Soon promised quits sons time age.

Z apuke of an appropriation for the Building Fund 
Or. Gardnar la Interested In and suggested ts*t tts Asoaetos Textile 

1 paepla would likely bo more Intaraatad and generous If tbs rapcrt 
I from Sr. Gardnar mi^ht ba forthcoming.

c

c

Sr. Bovdltch Indleatad wo might ba disappointed In 
Or. Gardner's raport and suggested that bo al^xt ba reluctant, as a 
scientist, to go so far as to say what his preliminary report 
Indicated, test the Invisible dust was n«*e aeen though his
teat and hie preliminary raport'was quite cuncluaTW’, et least tu 
tne extent that tbs test progressed.

Z suggested tu hr. Bow*Itch that 9r. Gardner could 
conscientiously state, and-without fear of contradiction, that the 
teat conducted over a period of five or six.years, or longer. &av» no 
evidence of permanent Injury, er words tu that effect. Lr. Bowdltcn 
wss reluctant to speak for Dr. wardaer but he seesed to agree that such 
a scat enact froa Dr. Gardner would not he out of order.

f It Is a; understanding, froa what Hr. Sowdltch stated.
I that you were quite perturbed, or snould X say displeased, because
I Sr. Gardner would not go on record to that end, and X feel you were 
/ Justified. It seeoa tu ae useless to go to the expense of conducting 
C-wuen extended and cuetly teat experiments If whan we get througa no 

cne Is going to bo sbls tu account for the results achlevsd, and X 
think we should urge Or. Gardner, In making his final report, feu state ' 
definitely west his experiments were end what results were achieved.
It is ay understanding that no one ha a gone ao far *a we did, through
5r. Gardner's Laboratory, to prove the affects of sabeetoa daat. aad
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RE-TYPED VERSION OF EXHIBIT #53

ASBESTOS TEXTILE COMPANY, INC.

April 18, 1946

Mr. Vandiver Brown,
Johns-Manville Sales Corporation 
22 E. Fortieth Street,
New York 16, New York

Dear Mr. Brown:

Last week ’l had a lengthy visit with Mr. Bowditch here, at 
which time I had the opportunity to discuss with him the matter 
of the test conducted by Dr. Gardner in the interest of 
asbestosis and the manufacturers of asbestos textiles who 
provided the necessary funds. I mentioned that we had not had a 
final report from Dr. Gardner although it had been promised quite 
some time ago.

I spoke of an appropriation for the Building Fund Dr. 
Gardner is interested in and suggested that the Asbestos Textile 
people would likely be more interested and generous if the report 
from Dr. Gardner might be forthcoming.

Mr. Bowditch indicated we might be disappointed in Dr. 
Gardner's report and suggested that he might be reluctant, as a 
scientist, to go so far as to say what his preliminary report 
indicated, that the invisible dust was not injurious even though 
his test and his preliminary report was quite conclusive, at 
least to the*.extent that the test progressed.

I suggested to- Mr. Bowditch that Dr. Gardner could 
conscientiously state, and without fear of contradiction, that 
the test conducted over a period of five or six years, or longer, 
gave no evidence of permanent injury, or words to that effect. 
Mr. Bowditch was reluctant to speak for Dr. Gardner but he seemed 
to agree that such a statement from Dr. Gardner would not be out 
of order.

It is my understanding, from what Mr. Bowditch stated, that 
you were quite perturbed, or should I say displeased, because Dr. 
Gardner would not go on record to that, end, and I feel you were 
justified. It seems to me useless to go to the expense of 
conducting such extended and costly test experiments if when we 
get through no one is going to be able to account for the 
results achieved, and I think we should urge Dr. Gardner, in



making his final report, to state definitely what his experiments 
were and what results were achieved. It is my understanding that 
no one has gone so far as we did, through Dr. Gardner's 
Laboratory, to prove the effects of asbestos dust, and since many 
doctors without the experience to prove their statements 
definitely have made the claim that it is the invisible dust that 
causes asbestosis that Dr. Gardner's report would do much to 
offset the damaging effects these unsupported statements have 
made.

It would do much good at the present time if Industry could 
publicize these experiences. In our case, at North Broookfield, 
it would help to overcome the advantage '* our neighboring 
manufacturers have in procuring certain classes of labor. While 
our record at North Brookfield is definitely good, and while all 
of our old help is unafraid, new help we would like to obtain is 
sometimes influenced by fear of dust promoted by our neighboring 
manufacturers.

I have not seen Dr. Gardner's prelim .n ry report since you 
first sent it to us some time ago, but I r call an objectional 
statement wherein Dr. Gardner referred :o the possibility of 
cancer. It was my impression that the statement was rather far­
fetched and had no place in Dr. Gardner's final report. I 
imagine you would find the same objection that I make, and since 
our group's contact with Dr. Gardner has been through you I have 
said nothing to Dr. Gardner about it knowing you will take proper 
action.

I am sending you a copy of Dr. Gardner's letter of April 
15th. While it is not encouraging it offers some. hope. My 
feeling is that if Dr. Gardner is the only one who can write up 
his report we would be in pretty bad shape if anything should 
happen to Dr. Gardner.

Nothing in this letter is intended to suggest that you 
should take any action on our behalf that you do not approve of 
for your own company's interest, but rather to give you all of 
the information that I have through my visit with Mr. Bowditch 
for whatever it may be worth to you.

I

With kind personal regards.

Very truly yours,

ASBESTOS TEXTILE COMPANY, INC.

TLG:FP 
Enel.

President


