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Dr .  \7. F.  M ack ley ,  
R e se a rc h  D é p a r t i r e n t ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  
C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h io .

Dear Dr .  Mack ley:-

He r e p r e s e n t  t h e  T r a v e l e r s  I n s u r a n c e  Company i n  
t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  a n  a c t i o n  w h ich  has  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a g ai n s t  th e  G u l f  
O i l  C o r p o r a t i o n  by  Thomas J o r d a n ,  c o l o r e d .  The b a s is  o f  t h i s  
a c t i o n  i s  a n  a l l e g e d  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  w h i l e  w o rk in g  in  c l e a n i n g  
ou t  a  t a n k  f o r  t h e  Gu l f  O i l  C o r p o r a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  fi r s t  o f  Feb ­
r u a r y ,  1940 .  Out of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a r o s e  two o t h e r  cl a i m s ,  one 
f o r  which we have r e c e n t l y  s e t t l e d ,  and one f o r
a m a ^ w h o  d i e d ,  and  we were f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  e f -  
f e c t ^ r a a s o n a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  h i s  e s t a t e .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a s e  
o f  ^ ■ 1 ^  however ,  t h e y  a r e  demanding what  we t h i n k  i s  an un­
r e a s o n a b l e  amount ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  a  c o l o r e d  man, t ha t  i s  # 5 , 0 0 0 .

From the  f i l e s  wh ich  have b e e n  t u r n e d  ove-r t o  me 
I  see  t h a t  you came h e re  t o  make an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e n d e r  such 
a s s i s t a n c e  a s  you c o u ld  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  men, and  you 
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e c a l l  t h ^ ^ D r ,  W. B. M a r t i n  a l s o  made an  exam ina­
t i o n  o f  ̂ ■ ■ f l ^ ^ B a n d  have r e c e n t  l y  s e c u re d  a n o t h e r
e x a m i n a t J ^ ^ ^ ^ t n i s  man and f o r  yo u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I  am en ­
c l o s i n g  you a  copy  of  D r .  M a r t i n ' s  r e p o r t .

V7e a r e  somewhat c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  permanency  
o f  t h i s  man 's  c o n d i t i o n ,  and I  am w r i t i n g  t o  you t o  a s k  i f  you 
w i l l  be good enough t o  go o v e r  Dr .  M a r t i n ' s  r e p o r t  and i n  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  your  own e x a m in a t i o n  o f  ^ f | H l g i v e  us the b en e f i t  o f  y o u r  
t h o u g h t  a s  t o  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  man w i l l  improve and j u s t  what  
h i s  d i s a b i l i t y  may b e .  Of c o u r s e ,  I  can  v e ry  w e l l  ap p r e c i a t e  t h e  
u n c e r t a i n t y  of  such  a n  o p i n i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  where you have no t  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  h im, b u t  i n d e a l i n g  w i t h  
our  opponen t  we do want t o  have as d e f i n i t e  a n  o p i n i o n  as  we can 
so as  t o  know j u s t  what d i s a b i l i t y  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t s .
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From t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  wh ich  h a s  b een  g i v e n  t o  u s ,  t h i s 
man has n o t  p e r f o rm e d  any  work  s i n c e  l a s t  F e b r u a r y ,  and o f  c o u rs e  
h i s  c o u n s e l  i s  c l a i m i n g  f o r  him perm anen t  t o t a l  d i s a bi l i t y .

s u b j e c t
We wou ld  a p p r e c i a t e  v e r y  much you r  w r i t i n g  us on t h is

Yours  v e r y  t r u l y ,
f

^7\  \
(  /  \ •'
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