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go River May Be

- Cause of Toxic PCB Compound

A tudy by the Invlwn-
Pro

og0  iypr a8 an *)
ant'* sourok of rcu in the lako
wie wbﬂmn ‘In ~June and
dala taken in 1972

montal lection Agency has

identitied the Oswego River
u m »um“-.1 u.‘
Pclc ":n l.du omrlo. it we

Mlm""m::llo, the L.pmm nm
by the ment
of Environmental Conssrve-
tion in Albany on seimon énd
trout from the lake Indloated
PC8 levels ranging from
parte per million for -mlll
ooho saimon to 22 parfs per
milion for large Chinook ulmon

. The Food and Drug Admini-

\ siration “prohtbits ‘the ' sale
than

sh ocontaining more
party ber million.
repori {set week Quoly

A
" DBG Oommhulomr Ogden |

o daying he was eanlldulnn

. & ban on the sale of Chinook

salmon from Lake ‘Ontario be-
ocauss of high .PCB fevels.
However, saimon h not & um
merioal

species. ‘Taot,
¢ omployu L] e-nm'- FM oo

“olflcle)
Commfissioner *‘Is -ml making

In Mo ou the few
commercial on the
Amerioan 'lld'vcl the lake,
sald commercial fishers are
not sllowed to oatoh

The DEC tllll has taken no
solion on plans for & saimon
fish hm'wry in Alimel. The

plans were submitted to the.

department eariy this year and
are now on Reid's desk. A DEC
said Friday that the

up his mind."* Asked whet
issues were being oconsidered,
the official refused 10 comment
further. Reid was not in Albeny.

The EPA report naming the

‘boitom organisms,

? mouth of

‘The report also singled out the
Nisgara River % a wource of

The EPA reseatohers tesl-
od DDT, DIELDRIN AND PCB
fevels h Jwiller, ' sediment,
plankton,
ssawsed and fish. Sampies

2 Were taken from as many as 8 - A*

slations, dqnndlno on \vw

wae osted.

The data indioated compara-
tively Moh lovels of PCBs In
the witer and sediment off the
Oswego and

Nisgwra Rivers. The fish tested
were alewives, smeit and scul-
g BIn. Mpet sathples had less
then 5 parts per milllon of
PCB's but some sculpin samp-
jos were as high a8 9 parts
per million.

Like DOT, the PCB oompourid
fends (o conoentrate in fat, and
PCB laveis in the fat of the
same fish mmod from 11.7
perte per million to 179.8
parts por mlmon 1t (o for this
resson that the BSea Grant
offios in _has rec.
ommendsd that anyone eating
Lake Onterio saimon remove
a8 much fat as voulblo before
cooki ng ft.

the EPA report recommended
that a study of the "levels
forms'* of PCBS In the Oawego
and Nisgara Rivers be done to

“aisans’” the Tivers as a souroe
of the chemical.

PCBs -are used in eleciric
‘trensformers. Studies have in-
dluuﬂ that thalr oomump-

avid e

The Monsanto 0:85'."” only
manutsoturer of in_the
Unlted States, has toid the DEC

on_Lake Ontarlo s
lm Nlaolrl Transformer Corp.
In Iuﬂ-lo, on the Niagars

lul | DEC oficiat said there..
wis growing concern abou.,
& ‘‘gray market'' for PCBs,
with suspicion that some Ameri-
can firme may be Importing
the compound and using it in
"'Open’* processes such as for
paper, where it can get back
into the environment. Several

yoars ago, Monsanto pledged
w ooll it only lor use In *‘closed"’
systoms, as for electrical trans.
formers. The official, who did
not want fo be named, eiso
said some poliution by PCBs
may be *'‘uncontroliable’* be-
oause it can get into the solt
from (andtiils end ieach iInto
rivers

Cal 8ymons, ‘the director of
pollution control for the Ontario
Ministry of the Environment,
said indudirial users of PCBs
in Ontario did not relesse any

of the ohemical to the lake.

“He eaid his department moni-
and lored the faclories and provi-

ded special. ‘‘burial'’ areas
for {ransformers so that no
PCBs would escape to the

onvironment: .8ymons esid he
didn’t kriow how many indus-
triex used PCBe In Onterio
of «~here they were Iouud,/'
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