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FOREWORD

During the past year, a number of industrial rnaterials have come under
attack in public news media as a result of heightened public interest in the environ-
ment. The potential of such materials to adversely affect the health of the general
population through environmental contamination has been raised.

One such material is asbestos. g‘here have been articles in the profes-
sional literature®’’ © and in the lay press” which present highly exaggerated views
of the nature and extcnt of the potential problem, Prompt criticism has {ollowed
pointing to erronecus interpretation of existing facts and publication of misinfor-
mation. "

At the suggestion of several of its members, Industiial Hygiene Founda-
tion held a meeting on July 19, 1966 to summarize what industry is doing to
develop information to protect the health of its employees and the public {rom
potential environmental hazard. Such information should be of considerable
value to all those responsible for planning of environmental and occupational
health research, whether in industry, universities or government.

It is appropriate that Industrial Hygiene Foundation, a nonprofit research
association of industries for advancement of health conservation in matters re-
lated to industry's operations, products and wastes, should assist in development
of national environmental and occupational health research to help insure that
industry's needs are provided for at all stages of program development,
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