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Jul y 11,  19kO

Mr. 3 .  C. Led er
Et h y l  G aso l in e  C o ip r a t i c n
C h r y sle r
New York 
Yew York

Bui
Cit y

d in g

Dear  Mr. Lod ë r :

i I  h ave r e c e i v e d  from  Mr.
Xa ley  t h i s  m orn in g a copy o f  a l e t t e r  from  Ku r t ,  Reed, 
Sa p p e n f ie ld  and Cooper , a t t o r n e y ^ fo ^ ^ a r v | h i n d  C a su al t y  
Company con ce r n in g th e case  o f  an  em ployee
o f  Orange St d t e  O i l  Company.

I t  would ap p e ar  to me from
t h i s  co r r esp on d en ce  t h a t  t h i3  c a se  h as r e ach e d  th e st a g e  
in  wh ich  no fu r t h e r  a c t i o n  sh ou ld  be t ak en  by r e p r ese n ­
t a t i v e s  o f  E t h y l  G aso l in e  C o r p o r a t io n  w it h ou t  l e g a l
a d v ic e .  A cco r d in gly  I  t h in k  i t  w ise  to g iv e  you 
b r i e f  resum e o f  what h a3 been  den e in  co n n e c t io n  
t h i s  c a se  
an y t h in g 
p le a se d

a
Y*i :h

fo r  your_ in fo r m a t io n .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  
wh ich  you w ish  me t o  do fu r t h e r ,  I  s h a l l  be 

to c a r r y  o u t  you r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .

in fo r m ed  o f  t h e acu t e
i l l n e s s  and d e a t h  o f  t h r ou gh  m e d ica l  men
in  Ja c k s o n v i l l e ,  one o i^ n o m ^ v r o t e  in  an d ask e d  me fo r  
c e r t a i n  i t e m s o f  in fo r m a t io n  t o  e n ab le  h im to a r r i ve  a t  
a d i a g n o s i s . ;  Prom th e d e sc r i p t i o n  o f  th e m an ’s i l ln e s s ,
I  su sp e c t e d  ¡t h at  he h ad  h ad  3ome e xp osu r e  t o  t e t r ae t h y l  
l e a d ,  an d b e fo r e  g i v i n g  an y o p in io n  in  th e c a se ,  I  ask e d  
t h a t  t i s s u e s  be se n t  me fo r  a n a l y s i s .  On a n a ly 3 i3  of  
t h e se  t i s s u e s ,  i t  became q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  th e d ec e ase d  
h ad  h ad  a  ve|ry se r i o u s  e xp osu r e  to l e a d  compoun ds, and on 
su b se q u e n t  c o n v e r sa t io n  w it h  th e d o c t o r s ,  th e n a t u re  o f  
h i s  i l l n e s s  ¡co in c id e d  w it h  t h e se  f i n d i n g s  and b r o ugh t  ab ou t  
t h e d e f i n i t e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  f a t a l  t e t r a e t h y l  l e a d  p o iso n in g .

; I  i n s t i t u t e jd  an  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e | c i r c u m st a n c e s t h r ou gh  th e u sd a l  ch an n e ls an d 
was a b le  t o  ¡e s t a b l i sh  t h a t  t h i s  man in  t h e company o f 
o t h e r  workman, h ad en gaged  in  c l e a n in g  a  tank: in  Tampa, 
F l o r i d a ,  on a d a t e  c o in c id in g  w it h  th e e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  
t h e o n se t  o f  ac u t e  i l l n e s s .  Fu r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  di s ­
c l o se d  the j ' a c t  t h a t  t h e t an k  h ad  b een  c le an e d  w ith ou t  
th e e x e r c i se  o f  p r o p e r  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  d e sp i t e  th e f a ct  
t h a t  ou r  p r e c a u t io n a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  wero in  t h e h an ds o f  
t h e m an agem en t , and d e sp r to th e f r e q u e n t  w ar n in gs o f  ou r  
s a f e t y  . r e p r e se n t s t i v e s  co n ce r n in g th e m eth ods o f  cle a n in g
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su ch  t a n k s.  The t an k  in  q u e st io n  h ad been  U3ed fo r  
i r r e g u l a r  b le n d in g  o p e r a t io n s a t  a  t im e when Orange 
St a t e  O i l  Company e n t e r e d  i n t o  th e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
le ad e d  g a s o l i n e .  T h is was d on e, o f  c o u r se ,  a t  th e 
r e q u e st  o f  Gran ge St a t e  and a l t h o u gh  I t  i s  a p r o ce du r e  
wh ich  we av o id  so f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o  be 
r e ga r d e d  a s c a r e l e s s  o r  n e g l i g e n t  on th e p a r t  o f  
E t h y l  G aso l in e  C o r p o r a t io n  s in c e  a t  t h e t im e i t  was 
d on e, i t  was c o n sid e r e d  n e c e ssa r y  an d , i n  f a c t ,  u n der  
p r o p e r  c i r c u i t st a n c e s would be c o n sid e r e d  so  t o d ay .
The t an k  was m arked, in  acco r d an ce  'with  ou r  p r o c e du r e , 
f o r  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a d an ger ou s s i t u a t i o n .  P r e­
c a u t io n a r y  m e asu r e s h ad  d e f i n i t e l y  b een  a d v i se d .  These 
were co m p le t e ly  ign o r e d  an d t h e r e  can  be no q u e st i on ,  
e x c e p t ,  p e r h a p s,  fr om  a l e g a l  p o in t  o f  v iew , t h a t  th e 
f a i l u r e  t o  usje them was a  m a t t e r  o f  g r o ss  n e g l ige nc e  
on th e p a r t  o f  th e m an agem en t .

th e t im e I  d i sc u sse d: At
t h i s  c a se  w it h  th e Orange St a t e  O i l  Company o f f i c i a ls ,  
p o in t  was made o f  th e f a c t  t h a t  an y d an ge r s r e s i d e nt  
w i t h in  t h i s  t an k  were t h e r e s u l t  o f  t h e a c t i o n  o f  th e 
E t h y l  G aso l in e  C o r p o r a t io n  in  "sp i k i n g " t h i s  t an k .
I  d id  n o t  a r gu e  t h i s  p o in t  s in c e  I  was t h e r e  f o r  t he 
p u r p ose  o f  r e t a i n i n g  in fo r m a t io n  an d o f  a sk in g  f o r  
c o o p e r a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  b u t  X d id  p o in t  ou t  t h a t  i f  an y 
f a u l t  on t h e p a r t  o f  t h e E t h y l  G aso l in e  C o r p o r a t io n co u ld  
be shown to h ave o c c u r r e d ,  I  was c o n f id e n t  t h a t  o f fi c i a l s  
o f  t h e C o r p o r a t io n  w ou ld make no a t t e m p t  t o  s i d e s t ep  t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

A f t e r  a t h o r o u gh - go in g
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wh ich  e s t a b l i sh e d  t h e f a c t s  in  co n n e ct io n  
w it h  the c le a n in g  o f  t h i s  t an k , I  made f u l l  r e p o r t  t o  th e 
o f f i c i a l s  o f  I Oran ge St a t e  O i l  Company, w h ich  r e p or t ,  
p r esu m ab ly , t h ey  p a sse d  on to th e M ary lan d  C a su a l t y Com­
p an y . In  co n n e c t io n  w it h  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  I  appen ded  a 
l e t t e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  in  my o p in io n  e v e r y  e f f o r t  sh ou ld  
be made p r om p t ly  t o  com pen sate  th e fa m i ly  o f  th e d ec e ase d  
and t h u s t o  av o id  l i t i g a t i o n  in  a  c a se  t h e i s s u e s  of  w h ich  
were e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .

On fu r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f
th e f a t e  o f  t h e men who were em ployed  fc i t h  t h e d e ce ase d  
in  c le a n in g  th e t an k , i t  was e s t a b l i sh e d  t h a t  an o t he r  man, 
a  n e gr o ,  had| d e v e lop e d  m en t a l  symptoms an d an  abn orm al 
b e h av io r  fo r ! wh ich  he was j a i l e d  by p o l i c e  o f f i c e rs .  No 
p h y sic ia n  waS c a l l e d  t o  see  t h i s  man a t  an y t im e b ut  he 
became more a c u t e l y  i l l  an d d ie d  in  th e j a i l  w i t h o ut  b e n e f i t  
o f  an y  m e d ic a l  c a r e .  The f a c t s  co n ce r n in g t h i s  man, a s ‘w ell 
a s t h e o t h e r s who were em ployed w it h  h im , were a p p ar e n t l y
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a m a t t e r  o f  no i n t e r e s t  t o  Oran ge St a t e  O i l  Company, an d 
in d e e d  t h ey  ma|dQ l i t t l e  o r  no e f f o r t  t o  a i d  ou r  I n v e s t i ­
g a t o r  i n  th e Accu m u lat ion  o f  t h e f a c t s .  T h e ir  a t t i tu d e  
h as been  t h a t  o f  com p le te  w i l l i n g n e ss  t o  av o id  an y and 
a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  an d even  s in c e  t h i s  u n fo r t u n a t e  se t  
o f  c i r c u m st a n c e s,  t h ey  h ave shown no a p p r e c ia b le  i nt e r e s t  
i n  th e u se  o f  ip r op er  p r e c a u t io n s in  t h e i r  su b se q u en t  
o p e r a t io n s o f ¡ t h i s  t y p e . A cco r d in gly  I  sh ou ld  be ver y  
so r r y  t o  se e  th e E t h y l  G aso l in e  C o r p o r a t io n  u n d e r t ak e  
an y a c t i o n  i n ;c o o p e r a t in g  w it h  Orange St a t e  0^1 Company 
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e l a t t e r  from  th e con seq u e n ce s o f  t h e ir  
n e g l i g e n c e .  Moreover  I  sh ou ld  h a t e  to se e  an y ac c e pt an c e  
o f  th e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on  th e p a r t  o f  E t h y l  G aso l in e 
C o r p o r a t io n ,  i Oh th e o t h e r  h an d I  sh ou ld  l i k e  ve r y much 
t o  see t h e u n fo r t u n a t e  v i c t im s o f  t h i s  c a r e l e ssn e s s com­
p e n sa t e d  in  some m e asu r e , an d a l t h o u gh  t h e r e l a t i v es  o f  
t h e d e c e ase d  n egr o  w i l l  p r o b ab ly  n eve r  make an y t r ou b le ,  
i t  would seem t o  me t h a t  som eth in g sh ou ld  be done fo r  
th em, i f  in d eed  su ch  r e l a t i v e s  e x i s t .  Vie h ave h ad t r a g i c  
m a t t e r s t o  d ek l  w it h  b e fo r e  and a l t h o u gh  t h e se  h ave a lw ay s 
been  cau se  fo r  r e g r e t ,  so  f a r  a s I  know t h ey  h ave alw ay s 
been  h an d le d  w i t h  some ap p e ar an ce  o f  d ecen cy  by t h e 
cu st om er  com pan ies w it h  whom we h ave w orked . T h is one 
h as r e v e a le d  ¡the m ost  d i sg u s t i n g  l a c k  o f  o r d in a r y  human 
d ecen cy  and aj com p le te  c a r e l e s s n e s s  w it h  r e sp e c t  to  t h e 
f a t e  an d w e l fa r e  o f  em p loyees an d t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s. As 
a con sequ en ce o f  t h i s ,  I  sh o u ld  be q u i t e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  be 
in  any l i t i g a t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  Orange S t a l e  O i l  Comoany.

Ag a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I t  was
n e c e ssa r y  fo r  me to make f u l l  r e p o r t  o f  my f i n d i n g s to 
p h y s i c i a n s o f  t h e  d e c e ase d  Hubbard in  Ja c k s o n v i l l e , s in c e  
i t  was on ly  t h r ou gh  t h e i r  I n q u i r y  t h a t  I  r e c e i v e d  an y 
o r i g i n a l  I n fo r m a t io n  on t h e  c a s e .  T h e r e fo r e  i f  t h ey were 
t o  c a l l  u p o n !me t o  t e s t i f y  in  su p p o r t  o f  t h e r e p o r t p r o ­
v id e d  th em, I  sh ou ld  f e e l  t h a t  I  was p r o f e s s i o n a l l y bound 
t o  do so ,  even  a t  w h at ever  p e r so n a l  exp en se  I  m igh t be p u t  
t o  in  so d o in g . A c c o r d in g ly ,  a s you  can  se e ,  I  am no t  in  
p o s i t i o n  t o  Sid e st e p  my p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t ie s .  I  
am q u i t e  su r e  t h a t  you  w ou ld n o t  w ish  me t o  do so  bu t  I  
make m en t ion  o f  t h i s  p o in t  o n ly  t o  c l a r i f y  my own po s i t i o n  
In  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  c a se .

1 sh ou ld  be g l a d  t o  su p p ly  you  
w it h  an y andj a l l  o f  t h e r e p o r t s  an d co r r e sp o n d e n ce in  ou r  
f i l e s  In  co n n e c t io n  w it h  t h i s  un h appy a f f a i r .

| C o r d ia l l y  y o u r s,
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