Dacember 30, 195

L., E, Lovelezs, Ph,D,, President
Laboratory for IExperimental Bilology
100 . Ruclld Avence

St. Louisg, Missouri £3108

Dear Donctor Loveless:

The press accounts of the Informatiosn put out at the Syvrosiun on
Iead In Washinzton earlier this month were Just absut oz wrecige
and relevant as such accounts are usually found £o2 he, despite

the fact that certain representatives of the nress were »resent
during the zsesslions. The only somewhat exaggerated statement that
T wmade {for emnhasis), was theone that was reportaed menerally.
Whatever elgse T may have 2aild was either garbled or omitted
altngether. This is just about the level of competence and
arnralsal that T have come to expect of the daily presa. Hsrtunately,
practically everything I sald has heen documented in the literature.
I ecomnend the relevant publications £o your attention.

I dld not prepare any paper for presentation at the Symposium,
gince the evldence to which [ referred had been published. I am
sending cerfaln reprints to you, in which you will f'ind the
angwers to your questions in much better form then I can glve them
In a2 letter. I must deny, however, that any data of ours will
Justify your assumption that the range of concentration of which
you speak, in relation to the lead in the blood, 1s " _per normal.”
The "normal” range may be defind as that found in the blond of
persons who have had no exposure to lead except that *-eidental to
zeneral amblent environmental factors Sfood, heverages and alr).
It ranges from 0,01 to 0.05 (ineluszive) mz. per 100 grams with

but few 1tems at the 0.05 level. The mean value of a large number
of observatlons 1g slightly less than 0.03 mg. per 100 grams,
Values from 0.06 through 0.07 (with an analytical error of + 0.01)
glve evidence of some depree of unusual exposure to lead, whille
0.08 mg per 100 grams (when verifled by multiple analysds) is

the least concentration that is assoclated :._i: occaslonal cases
of Intoxication,

There 13 no value in the blood (or urine tissues) that 1s indicative
of lead intoxleatlon, but only of the danger of intoxlcatlon. The
incidence of acutal intoxtecation is very low at the level of 0,03 mgz.
per 100 grams of blood, It increases as the level In the blood
increases, but it 1s never inevitable at any level. The diagnosls,
therefore, must depend upon cliniecal flndings.
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L. E. Loveless, Ph.D. -2 December 30, 1965

T send several articles on the effects of therapy with "Versenate.”
In my opinion, there 1s much in the literature of thls subject that
had better not have been wriltten, Including that concerned with
the so=called provocative dlagnostic test with this drug. However
this ig a highly controverslal matter, and I cannot take my time
sr yours to present my views in any detail. 1I'm afraild we shall
have to let time decide these issues. I predlet that, ten years
from now, there will be much less Interest in this specific
therapeutic agent.

Cordially yours,

Robert A, Kehoe, ,D,
RAK:skk
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