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Dear Dr. henoe

We a re  fo rw ard in g  to  you e n c lo s e d  an  i n q u i r y  from 
Capt. B u rc h s l l  3 .  Horn o f  Camp D av is , 1T.C. We have w r i t t e n  t h a t  no cases  
have cone to  our knowledge in  which th e  symptoms he d e s c ri b e s  were caused  
by th e  i n h a l a t i o n  o f  vapors from d i l u t e  S th y l  g a s o lin e  and t h a t  we a r e  r e ­
f e r r i n g  h i s  in q u i r y  to  you.

McIW; 25
2nc.

Very t r u l y  you rs,
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March. lH, igHU
B ld g . 1237 Research  Sect ion
Camp B av is ,  K.C.

M edica l Department 
The S ta n d a rd  O i l  Co.

Gentlemen*

I  am an Army o f f i c e r .  I an  w r i t i n g  to  you in  r e g a rd  to  a s t r a n g e  
malady which h a s  a f f l i c t e d  me and which I b e l i e v e  may have been cau sed  by 
fumes from e th y l  g a s o l i n e .  Army d o c to rs  have no t had th e  s p e c i a l i s e d  
t r a i n i n g  o r  e x p e r ien c e  n e c e s s a ry  to  de term ine  w hether  o r  n o t  i n h a l i n g  g aso -  
o l i n e  vapor c o u ld  cause such a  malady and i t  i s  w i th  th e  though t t h a t  p e r ­
haps some o f  you r  workmen hay have had  a  s i m i l a r  e x p e r ien c e  th a t  I t u r n  to  
you fo r  h e lp .  ■

The a c c id e n t  to o k  p la c e  in December 19*4-0. In  a t te m pt in g  to  s iphon  
g a s o l in e  from a tank , I co m p le te ly  f i l l e d  my lungs w i th  fethyl g a s o l in e  
vapor b ecau se  th e  end o f  the  tu b e  had  no t re a c h e d  down to  th e  l i q u i d .  The 
e f f e c t  was s im i l a r  to  s u f f o c a t i o n  s in c e  a l l  oxygen was ex h au sted  form my 
lungs and i t  was n e c e s s a ry  to  u se  oxygen to  r e v iv e  me.

U n t i l  t h a t  t im e I had  never had any i l l n e s s  o th e r  than  th e  u su a l  
c h i ld h o o d  d i s e a s e s .

B eg in n in g  i n  August 19*4-1, I have e x p e r ie n c e d  r e c u r r e n t  a t t a c k s  
o f  g r e a te r  o r  l e s s e r  s e v e r i t y  a t  i n t e r v a l s  o f  a  few days to  s i x  months. 
R e c e n t ly  th e y  have been more se v e re  and more f re q u e n t  and a re  a s s o c i a te d  
w i th  sh a rp  p a in s  in  th e  c e n te r  o f  my c h e s t .

These a t t a c k s  u s u a l l y  occur a t  n ig h t  and cause e r r at i c  h e a r t  b e a ts  
sometimes ra p id ,  sometimes v e ry  slow and la b o r in g .  In  g e n e ra l ,  I f e e l  
much th e  same as  I d id  w h i le  p a s s in g  ou t from th e  gas fumes. I f e e l  weak 
and d izz y  b u t  have nver  f a i n t e d .  The a t t a c k s  u s u a l l y  l a s t  15  to  20 
m inu tes  and a r e  sometimes a s s o c i a te d  w i th  v i o le n t  shak ing  a s  i f  i n  a  c h i l l .

When an  a t t a c k  i s  over  I f e e l  normal and I have no af t e r  e f f e c t s  
th e  nex t  day. B u t,  I do have f re q u e n t  sh a rp  p a in s  of  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  in  
th e  m idd le c h e s t  d u r in g  t i e  day.

Army d o c to rs  a r e  a t  a  l o s s  to  e x p la in  th e  cause  o f  th e se  a t t a c k s .  
They have g iv en  me 3 .K .G .,  b lood , u r i n e ,  and X - ray  t e s t s ,  b u t  have
found e v e ry th in g  normal.

I f  you have any  case  h i s t o r i e s  which p a r a l l e l  i n  any way my 
ex p e r ien c e ,  I w i l l  be v e ry  g r a t e f u l  i f  you can a d v is e  me a s  to  what 
can be done. I have been o v e rse a s ,  b u t  inasmuch as  th e  a t t a c k s  
s t a r t e d  b e fo re  then  i t  seems i l l o g i c a l  to  a t t r i b u t e them to  b a t t l e  n e rv e s .

. Yours v e ry  t r u l y ,

B u rc h e l l  3 .  Horn (sgd )
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