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A themical worker st the Goodvesr

Tire & Rubbder Co, plast in Nisgara Falig
N. Y., died in 1981 of a rure fotm of can-
ooy of the liver simiisr 1o the exneer thet
it five B. T. Goopdrich Co. em.
pioyes ia Louisviile.

Gooldvesr today contirmed & chcck of
s rmedical roeords phouvered ihe death
from heomangisepdotheiismg, a relatively
Jare &EMCEr of 1he Lver L6 company
noied that med;r:-;. sutharities consider
il to be simnllar to anTimareomih Al Jeast
five Gosurich emp-m 5 hive suecumbed
10 £nDidESTOOMA ARE & siXth s hospitsl
ad wilh it
. Tha Lous\“ne desths of workers o5

t¢ vinyl and pohyvinyl thiotide—

two chemicals tainc 12 b2 plastics indus.

mﬁmve :pwi(d a7 inizgrnstienal in-

vestizztion of & possibis link between the
czmcsh snd livey discrses

‘Exnlisr 1hiz week Gotdvesr scknowl
pdged thst the inlila) review of its Ni-
sgera Falls heslih recerds had revealed
a8 1970 death §from & hmxome. or malige
neni caneer, of the liver cells and fwo
eases 4l clirhosis of the liver, on2 of
M hul mvad istal ‘0 2 901511331-

toride worker in 1963, At that time,
Goodyear sid iis mrmsgmon w2¢ ron.
tinning.

The 1861 z}czth was ol s chcmxcz] oper-
glor §n 2 vinvichioride processing area
who haed Dren exposed to e chemical
jor 35 FeRre

The 1061 dezth is )50 {he aarhai row
under investigalion for a possible link
with the worker's caxposure w the ¢chawmi»
cals, The five Enown Goodiich dexihs oo
curred between 1854 and hast Dw:b%o.r
wnd the imt threz wore reported b}' the
tompay in lste January.

A meeting has been scheduled tomer.
row i Waashingion st which medical zu.
ihoriijes will sttempt to sxtadlish & befter
set of proesdures for esrlisr detetion
4o liver problems smong vinyie xnd poly-
vinvlchioride workers. Asother grou
of medical experis will be meeling wilh
cifidais of the Center for Liscase cone
trol and the Neational Institute for Occu-
pational Salety and Heslth .

Dr. Joseph Wigoner, direttor of field
studies and clipical investigsiions for the
National Inglitute, raid the investigators
favent ruled out the pozsibility that
other diteases cauded by the exposure
10 1h¢ cheicals involved jn the menular
turipg process mey be fouad.
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Lesaaiiy Tonps 3i371 Writer
A geven'y B. F. Geodvich emplove has
bten a.a'}m a3 having angiossrtoma,
& Fare cazder of .‘:: Hver.
- The sirsareid louitville chemical

Wher's shodiiien wes Qisrasesd Jo
Ing surse rsc is t‘xe <&-~c‘13 ’&a

16 % o

he best records a

aceording o !

.+ TFive t:w_xal workery @t ih ™5
Bells Lanre plant died of the diseate &
“various limes

botween 1554 and jau De
-cember. Vorg of the deaths hns 3
7 interzeliongl xamination ©
24 & review of gaioly (990
r-‘*h &b Lh* oxt an L

2 medisml ¢fferiz 1o develop
ag msthods fo provide sariivy
<f 1ha sxupstiveal diseace may
2 & 2oidacs A Liver test that
LEs 1'_:1 hened majcht proe
z c; HSAICOTRR Wi
o o m Gondrich employes
Ipdipg Wie one ad-
18z ¢iber Enown lving vie
Ske, showed DEEslve Yo
w2 fevesth Tigtim, ths_- sixth
man’s ceadion wad: ccn{.:mui sfier a
Yrer & o zu:;»n, wis Temoved
Surgiess!

Yosie m:y 2 Gwdnch sokesman con-
ﬂmed 121.; one o 18 emploves whoe hed

howti sirws of abnormaliiea in fwo
ezrhier tosls had shown prsilive cancer
signs i & dveracan iest bui he said com-
prny medicel oificials hed not pippcinisd
thy type of cancer invoived. isitr ihe

company informed Dr. J. Bradford Biock,

medical copsuilant to the Kentusiky Do
presment of Labor, that the: min had
SRSOFAITOMR,

Tesiing ef employes iGereases

The company  sopkesman slw  cope
Sremed Teporis thet the number of poe
zons being given Jiver-scan tesis aller bav-
ing d*ovm sbnormeiiiics in esriier lesis
his now increased 15 23, Previgusly the
cc ngx; had said there were 15 workers

o roguired liver-scan tests
C erament and company modical aw
hegides throughout 1he 65Kemplove
1 and polyvinsl indastty are in the
si < reseateh @nd studies aimed ®t
usoovering &ny laks beiwcen oontaet
wilh the chemicals and diseases besides
1he rarg LTer cancer.

In the latest oase, the chemical worker
hsd bern 21 the plant for 20 yeers. He wax
eng ¢f 85 workers who showed abpormalis
r.:ss ip preliminary issis codducted be

tween Jemt Cefobor and early December,
&t map showed positive resulls followy
iag a Niver scan and, after additional tedty
surzery was periormed The “opsraling
umc dizzmosis” was angiogircoma and

patholezica] slides of the liver sample
haw heen taken ior further anatysis, Dr.
Biock Q*dp
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By DAX KAUFFMAN o
L Cswiwdseprl S Wrae ¥
A seventh BF. Goodrich empioye has
A rare liver cabcer. T2 (EnOeT W&
dizedvered yesierdsr afistncon during
a5 exploraiory opersticn &l s Louisvilie
herpltal, socording 19 » stsic pificial
The sisth and seventh «ictims of the
disoase, anglosereoma of the liver, a2
Tl alive, The Iirgl five gied belwpen
.Qv! a5 last Deszaaber.
ariher surgery wid not be done e

. ihe two girviving men. but 3 form of
© chemotherery mang injerpal radizlion

rding to Dr. J. Birag-

~ford Rigek. The names of the two men

)uwen t been relossed.

- Blork, who it head of the medical
program  for the sisie Qoctpalipaal

ety and Mealth Administraiion. siid
lhs seventh man. wio is 44, hae aorked
ai:the polyvinyl cman'xe dlatlie opoTa-
tjon 2l the Belis Lene plart for abomt
3;03%!:5- )

ATl of the candsy viciims are long-lime
smpioves. of 1he fir7, and dociors be
lieve 1he cAn(ErS are mimosnt certaialy
"= jobrelaied

A ocompany public relstions offi uyl
- confirmed Izst nizhl thet the operatien
twas performed vesterday but he s2id #
xas his nndorstEnding that the disgnosis
. w8 intampipte. Biotk saig be conlirmed

.. 1Be diagnosis wilh the company phygician.

©as 250 parteper

Vinyl chlaride, & gas ueed to make
 polyvinyl chioride p}as‘dc. s the sgent
suqm ed of causing tha canver. :

Rats expiwed to the gax 2l rates a5 low
mililon parte of air have
de‘rc!epcd mﬂlgmnt fumors, .

~adopied 3 Hmit of X

~gl!u w mitlion for the pas dagt qmmrr.
3

ock believes the cancers probrbly re-

. sulted from high expoturs e the gas

i,
v

“early in the mens' earesrs at Goodrich.
Gooldrish was the first to announse
deaths from the canter, bt sinee then
otber firms hsve begun {o search ikzir
records znd discoverad that some of their

- plgsiic workers hsve coptfarted 1hs dis

&ase,
:~Yeeardsy Goodyear Tire and Rubber

5 Co‘ announced that one af is vinyl chlow

ride workers dicd in 155 of a rare form

of liver cancer similer to the Goodrich

canrers. Thy man hed worked ip the

- Gosdyesr plant a1 Nisgara Falls, N.Y.,

fcr 15 years.

‘E(‘TIO\ B

- Goodyesr hes since ceased Hts ving)

chloride optratiens. I sl makss poly.

ﬁm’i chioride plastic bul purchases tbe
inyl chleride.

TSe Gowdrich eompany m..kes its vm,\l
chisride at 2 piant in Calvert City, Ky,
and ships it lo Lewissiiie. No desths of
CaTREs have been reporied &l tha Caixan
Ciiv plant.

‘Glber companies thal have fepcri&i
2l leadt one desth include int Union
Carbide Co. ol iis plant in Stuth Charles
ton, W. Va, and Impcrzal Chemical,
Lid., inp Engiand.

The seventh man with lhe Tare €Enoe?
M the Goodrich plant was in a group of
13 men recently tramsferred gul of the
po!y\mx} chioride operations  becsuse
u:ooﬂ tesls hed indicaied liver abnomsh

o8,

Further X-rays and other tests alsa
indicated liver abnormalities in ihe
oo ctase, Blozk mid, snd the biopey
yeslerday copfirmad the cancer. el

A compsny vpokesman aaid tha liver
XrTays of 1he other 14 men bave shusm
8o sbnermalities

The company spokesman xdded um
2 el whith it was belioved might
Getext angiossrcema carlier bhax been
given (o 23 emploves, iacluding un
sevepih man, withoul showing any peg pesie
tive resulls

The provedure, esiled the :iph&fodo-
protein test, has uped for eardier
delertion of other kinds of lhver cancer
snd offtcials heped thst it alsa m{ght
ingdicate the zng:os.rmma.
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