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h e a r  M r. M a lone:

I have seen  f it  to m odify  tire s ta tem en t quoted in  your le t te r  of  
Sep tem ber 13. S o t one tiling i t  conta ined a g ram m atica l e r ro r  which 
I third; rrxbt have been  typ ograph ica l, s in ce  I hard ly  th ink I have p er -  
irdtted "data is"  to ge t by m e . This is  one o f the red  f la g s  to which I 
r e se t  ed ito r ia lly  with a v igor  which is  probab ly out of p roportion  to i ts  
rea l im p or tan ce, la rg e ly  i  supp ose, b ecau se  i t  is  so  com m on a m is ta k e .
My su g g ested  m od ifica tion  fo llo w s: '

"The fa c to r  of lead  d isch arged  into the a ir  from  the exhausts o f au to­
m o b iles  has been in vestiga ted  in a var iety , of w ays, p e r io d ica lly , over 
the y e a r s , beginn ing in  i9A3, and the r esu lts  o f such  in vestiga tion s have 
been  pub lished from  tim e ic  t im e , as the work reached the appropriate 
s ta g e . The sta tus of the m a tter  can be ex p ressed  m ost s im p ly  by say ing 
that no th rea t to the health  of the public has been found to e x is t , e ith er  in  ■ 
te r m s  of the lead  content of the a tm osp h ere o r  on the b a s is  of dem onstrab le 
changes in the lead  content of the t is s u e s .o r  ex c reta  of p erson s w hose 
occupations or places of abode have been such as to sub ject tnern to m ore 
than Average exposure to the fu m es from  the exhausts of au tom ob iles. ,
The fac to r  cz sa fe ty , w ith r esp e c t  to the lead  content of the a tm osphere o f 
urhun c a n te r s ,is  m ore than ten  to one, as com pared with that which is  
g en era lly  accep ted  a s  the th resho ld  o f danger fo r  occupational exposu re to 
lea d . M oreover  the quantity of lead taken, into the human resp ira to ry  sy s te m 
from  th i a tm osp h ere under the m o st se v e r e  cond itions that have been  found 
in  A m er ica n  c i t ie s , is  le s s  than.one th ird  of that w hich is  taken into the 
stom ach  d a ily  with o rd in a ry  food and b ev e ra g es by the average A m er ican 
adu lt. The ev idence is  that the to ta l quantity of lead  in the a tm osph ere of 
A m er ica n  c i t ie s  g en e ra lly , net a l l  o f  which* by any m ea n s, ow es its  p resen ce 
to the com bustion  'of leaded gaso lin e  in au tom ob iles, does not con stitu te  a
hea lth  hasnrd  m  the co u rse  of the hum an life tim e?"

This m ay be m ore tl an is  n e c e ssa r y  to say , but it  sta tes  the fa c ts  a s  they 
, a r e . . .
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