September 13, 1939

Dr, Hugh E, Alexander
613-618 Goodhus Building
,Beaumont, Texas

Dear Dactsr~ﬁ1exanéer._ﬂ

- The questian raleed in your
letter of August 3lat is one which would be rather
difficult to answer without somewhat detailed knowledge
of the nature and the duration of the lead exposure of :
the patient, There is no question that welding operations
on heavily painted metal constitute a rather serioua
exposure to lead fumes, The geverity of the eﬁpaaure,
however, depends upon a number of faotors, of which the
most important are the ventilation of the area in whioh
the work is done, and the length of time Gnring which
exposure occurred, Acute poisoning can occur from the
inhalatlion of fumes ereated by welding, and even fatal
casea have been geen in a number of instances, Indeed
this may be regarded as. one of the most dangerous of the
ocoupational lead hagzards, BSerious and fatal ocases,
however, have usually been the result of failrly prolonged
and comtinueé exposure,sd in ship cutting an& bridge build-
ing, , . >

' As you know. the differential
dlagnosis of cramping abdominal pain, diarrhoes and
alimentary hemorrhage is not always easy, This come
bination of symptomg ¢an occur in a number of conditions
and before attributing it to lead intoxication, I should
want to have somewhat definite evidence of the nature
of the organic lesion which produced the hemorrhage, I
- should also want to know the general character and the
" duration of the lead exposure; and I should want soma
evidence of the magnitude of the lead absorption in
terms of blood lead congentrations and urlnary lead cone
centrations, A4As to the relatlonship between lead poisoning
and coronary occlusion, 1 should be very skeptical, In
‘view of the very large number of vascular lesions which
are attridbuted to the effects of lesd, I would hesitate
to say that coronary occlusgion could npt be induced by
an eplsode of lead prolsoning. However I consider any
caussl sssociation as highly lmprobable,. If there are
any further matters in connection with this case in which

can be _of any.assistance to vou ‘gshould .
% think I shou d saY, hmwever,ythét; ewgﬁapggsigrgfg%ggd

intoxication is often made much too hastily, That, I think,




is one yeason why the literature is so confusing.

Almost every lesions which can be imagined has been
attributed by someone to the effects of lead; and often
~ for the reason that this provided a proupt and eaay
answer t0 an otherwise, éifficult problem in &if*f‘arential
éiagnesis. ’

Cordially yours,

RAK;1g - | Tobert L. Ketos, H.D.

. - KE 0019650




