Occidental Chemical Corporation

RECeIVED
Septeaber 19 1984

SEP 4 o 1366

Ms. Mariene C, Carter .\ 31
1939 4. 59th Street w. F. CARROLL
Chicago, IL 60636

Re: CHICAGO PLASTIC PIPE ORDINANCE

Dear Ms. Carter:

The opponents ot plastic pipe tocus their arguuents around three points: (1) plastic pipe can be permeated by oraanic soil
contasinants: (2) contaminants from plastic pipe manufacture or installation can leach trom the pipes; and (3) plastic pipe
is an unusual hazard in a tire. The Vinyl Institute> an industry organization and division of the Society of the Plastics
Industry, has sponsored outside research to obtain factual inforeation resarding these concerns. 1 would like to share or
10 introduce these scientitic tacts to you.

PVC is a combustible saterial, but its combustibility is low when cospared to the bulk of other construction materials,
Uhen the sgurce ot tlame is resaved from PVC pipes it will not support combustion. Its heat value is lower than the wood
studs which surround it) and wood studs clearly could spread a fire. Tests at the National Bureau of Standards reflect the
views held by esost scientists that there are fews it any, unusually toxic swokes. Most waterials are roughly equivalent.
In the University ot Pittsburgh test, PVC, wonl, and many comson materials are found to be similarly toxic. Finallys the
sain combustion product ot PVC has been tound to be less toxic to prisates than the .ost cosmon combustion sas, carbon
sonoxide.

PVC pipe is sate for drinking water. PVC is non-corrosive and non-conductive. In normal soil there is virtually no chance
of contaminants peraeating PVC for several decades. In contaminated soil no jointed pipe system; whether iron) ceaent or
plastics is recommended for potable water systeas. In head-to-head leaching studies in Californias plastic pipe (CPV) is
sater for drinking water than metal pipe (copper with tin-lead solder). Neither pipe systeas poses a probies for introducing
carcinogens.

Al ot the these tacts are technically sound. They are available because the Vinyl Institute has over the past three years
tunded aver one wmillion doilars worth of research to define the strengths (and weaknesses) of PUC. These facts are now
being put torward in the technical comsunity in peer-reviewed journals and protessional meetings. They are equally
defensible in the political/regulatory arena.

In summary; PVC is a sates durable, economical, and easy to install product that has proven itself in applications around
the world for over a quarter 0f @ century. I urge you to accept the proposed change in the building code.

Very truly yours:
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Wona id-Geodean

Manager, Technical Projects

PVUC Resins & Compounds Divisian
Occidental Chemical Corporation

" Chairsan;
Dittusion Science Sub-Committee
The Vinyl Institute
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