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EPA moves to ree
PCBs out of water

(C) Chicago Daily News

! WASHINGTON — The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
has taken the first step toward
eventing further pollution of
.S. walerways by PCBs, s ma-
jor industrial poliutant.

The federal agency an-
nounced it will hold a bearing
Aug. 20 on proposed regulations
that would dan or limit the dis-
charge of PCBs into waterways
by industry.

PCBs (polychlorinated bi-
phenyls) are used in the manu-
facture of capacitors, trans-
formers and other industrial
products in the United States
and many other countries.

They are similar to DDT in
chemical construction, are pot
readily biodegradable and have
along aridi durable lifetime.

State and (ederal laboratory
tests have linked PCBy to a'va-
ety of human ilinesses from”
skin leslons to miscarriages. In
a broader sense, they alfect the
chain of life, lirst

level of 5 parts per million’of
PCBs In fish and has been criti-
cited by some environmental
and health groups for permit-
ting even that much.

Generally, the Lake Michi-
gan concentration of PCBs is
below 10 parts per miilion, an
Interior Department spokesman
sald. In snrelt and lake trout,
the range of PCB residue in the
lake hag been from 2.5 parts per
million to 165 parts per million
respectively.

EPA specialists acknowl-

that no immediate bene-

fits could be expected. The reg-

ulations will not take effect un-

til a full yesr after being issued

in {inal form — and that proe
ess could hknh( months.

Momnb Industriai” Chemi-

Sl lmﬂl is the only producer.
. of PCBs. Thecodlpmyuldln.

January that' it will phase out
production after the industry
mahes m‘nxemenh for alter-

basic foods and then . Invadln|
human body fat and remaining
there.
The EPA proposed specifi-'
cally that all industries manu-
- facturing the chemicaly be pro-
Mblted from diumrgm; any

It also proposed uu('phnu
that use PCBs to produce
electrical transformers angd ca-
paciiors be barged from dis-
charging the chesnicals in'most
wastes resulting (rom the man-
ulacturing process. Other limits
would be set on the discharge
of PCBs into waterways from
plant operations.

Lake Michigan is the mest
severely contaminated of the
Great Lakes in terms of PCB
levels. Concentrations of sp to
185 parts per million trout have
been found. ®

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration has l,h' maximum

. tative

fTherein lles 2 critical prob-

lem. No substitute has been ful. *

ty acceptable to date. Last
mmgthe PA suid that a fluid
call® polydimethylkllomne
“far preferable’ to PCBs

we in transtormers from Ihe )

envitonmental viewpoint, :

But the agency said this flu-
id, was more {lammable than
thé PCBs, implying industry
might therefore find it unsufts-
NC

MONS

037297



