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How Dangerous ls PCB. Chemical?

Ily James Wishop br.
sk Pen

'lllr had news L i l')(ll
— O Jupunese were stricken
untl frve Edled ufter eating
coking uil et vomsiaed
large  amounts ol PUY
clrinieal comperial FFeious-
Iy comddered b tess.

‘That endetl the Innan toll,
a0 far ae i Knewn i
Hilmequent yenis 1°C re-
sponsible  for miass  aninsl
deaths, bn 1908, 1260 3¢ DIrds
washetl anhore un the coust of
the Jrish ow of PEH
mhon(uu w 1870, 10000
FCU - cmtaminated "chickens
weee destroyed In New  York
on fvileval order. Thix year,
10,000 turkess dn Mianeseta
wixl 84,000 chickens fo North
Caroling were destivved for
the pame reason,

‘Thix year, tov, hus cone
he most lll;lllmmu disclo-

sure of all. 'CR hac been
fonnd in enredbosrd comtiiner<
for breahlasy ioods, crickers,
brewd e rum g, macsron
spuck chips, choeolate, cuvua
ol drive milk.

“1 taie o say this' save a
senicr officind of the Food and
Drug Admipleuation, *“haut
PCR b evervaliere, And we
don't ooy i s should ~- oy
shouid nol ~- be alarmed.”

Hul many sclentists are
vory auch alarmed, iMccd.
They point out that PCY
(polyenlorinated biphenyt) can
be (atal in lacge doses and
1hat In  smaller quantilics
it ean vause fenpaired vision,
abduniinal pains and liver ail
mea. -

There also I8 a school of
scientifie thought thnt holds
the compwund may bring ou
pemetic defects in fulure gene
crations. .

ban on 'C!

In Californiz, some 1.0%
nborled sen hon pups have
washed arhore during Yse st
Ino years, lmvestizutors by
licve they have fourd a corre-
falion between high levels of
PO In adull female sca lions
and nborted fetuses.

PCR it tol & new nmlurl‘
The colorless, avde
pound s fully 90 3 u old
ard hKag been atsw-uroduved
by the Monsanto Compuny —
and In Ewvope wnd Japan -
since  well before World War
n

?

s use is not only In food
products. Becawie It specds

at traesfercnee, it is cone
sidered vitt) for edectrie
Insulation. Amd It is aiso wide-
by used o paims, Inks, tires,
brake-linings and non-carl
duplicating paper.

1t was sven contained In the
paper of ull Federal income-
tax forms Jast yeo

Ironically, in view of the
heated renclion from eniiron
mentalists lo the disclosures
of PCI's dangers, #t |
cardinal environmental princ-
pal — recycling — which
brought the conpound Into use
In cardboard food contatnees.
‘T he conlainers are made
fram reeycled paper  whose
inks presumably contained
PCB.

For the present, the FDA
takes the posilioa Lhat these
containers are nol dungerous
~—~ 80 long as he buyer cals
the contents, ot (he card-
board. . Monsapto,
still the unly U.S. producer,
has restiicted dts sales of
PCU to heuvy industry.

‘Though a volunlacty ban on
PCB sales has been In effoct
n Rritain siuce Moteh, US.
suthoritics are holding back.
The FDA Considers a tola’
s “not feasihle’

o —

and, indeed, spemcy offivials
teot to downgtrade the spread:  ywardy

ing nalinnal cencern

Commiscivnor Chatles 1d
wards crilicires “n fow alar,
mists seeklug headline"
while coneeding that PCR
“'a potential bul not immedi;

hesith  hugurd
“the wlarm s
Ihe facts justify,™

To some conservationist-

MONS

x

minded Iegislaties, the B L
ol ek o
familiar nole, Unforusat;
the FUA swems o be
concerned 4.|.<uu tire inca
American il 3

Tevel of pohi
s food <y
Willam ¥, Ryon of
York. Anmd Mran has .
duced & Ul Congross
the complele banning ot 1t .
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