SOURCES OF HELP FOR THE SAFETY MAN

safe physical standards, and safe procedures
have been developed for a wide vanety of
actvites withip the Army Information on
nonclassified standards will be provided

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS
Codes and Sofety Standards Section, Conneclicut
Ave ond Van Ness S8 NW, Washington, DC
20234

The CODES AND SAFETY STANDARDS SEC-
110N, which forms a part of the srnowe
RESEARCH DIvisioN of the Natonal Bureau
of Standards, sponsors several bmlding and
safety standards and assists in the prepara-
tion of many standards sponsored by other
groups These codes, with a few excep-
tons, are prepared by representative sec-
tional commuttees operating under the rules
of procedure of the Amencan Standards
Association They are intended to serve as
a basis for regulatons promulgated by
states and cties, as standards for the federal
govermnment, and for voluntary use by indus-
try, architects, and consulng engmeers

The section serves as safety consultant to
the NBS and on request to other govern-
mental departments in the preparation of
specifications, analysis of bids, and final ac-
ceptance tests of such equpment as eleva-
tors, electncal equipment, and hghtnieg pro-
techion

The section arranges for other NBS d-
visions to conduct basic research on equip-
ment to secure data for codes Such studies
have included transmssion of welding glass
1n the ultraviolet, wisible, and infrared spec-
tra, and performance of elevator hoistway
door nterlocks, hydrauhie buffers, and un-
dercar safeties

Of particular interest to safety engmneers
15 the Code for Head, Eye, and Respwatory
Protection, developed from tests conducted
at the bureau

The bureau conducls research on prob-
lems relating to fire safety and the fire re-
sistance of matenals and assists other or-
ganizations mn the formulation of standards
and codes pertmning to fire and structural
hazards in buldings
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
18th, 19th, and C Sts NW, Washington, DC
20006

Promotion of safe, healthful working con-
ditions i the Nation’s mines and mineral-
processing plants has been a major respon-
sibibty of the Bureau of Mines sce its
creation by the Congress in 1910. As the
demands of mineral conservetion over the
years have required gradual broademng of
bureau activity 1n such mmportant research
fields as muning, metallurgy, and fuels tech-
nology, so has progress m ndustnal tech-
niques and equpment called for conbnual
expansion and improvement of bureau
health and safety programs

Bureau health and safety work can be
classaified under research, education and
training, tesing of equpment, and coal
mme mnspection Each of these activities 1s
descnbed below

Research Fundamenta! and applied re-
search 15 devoted to health and safety prob-
lems m such fields as rock physics, explo-
sives and explosions, and mmne ventlation
These have contnbuted to noteworthy im-
provements mm methods for supportng
ground at mine workings, for preventing
igmtion of combustible gases, hquds, and
coal dust, and for planming and installing
effecuve and rehable systems for coursing
arr through underground workings Bureau
research has defined the hmits of flamma-
bihty for hundreds of fluds and vapors, and
has determined with precision the condi-
tions under which many different kinds of
dust will explode It has also led to ad-
vances tn mine fire fighting, 1n underground
hghting systems, in tunnel desmgn, and in
design of safer miming methods and equip-
ment

Education and Trasming On the basis of
knowledge acqured through research and
exhaustive mveshgation of thousands of ac-
cidents, the bureau has developed effective
courses in accident prevention, first md,
and pune rescue traimng  Supplemented by
the pubbshed findings of sts many studies
and by such widely-used handbooks as its
Fust-Aid Monual, these courses have in-
stilled safety awareness and competence 1n
emergencies tn millions of mmeral-induttry
workers The bureau also promotes safsty
by active .sponsorship of the Joseph A
Holmes Safety Association (named for the
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