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D o 'n a Ü d  a . K O H R C H A R L E S  W.  P A R R O T T
V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  A N D  S E C R E T A R Y

Th e Löw e Br o t h e r s Co mpa n y
Da y t o n , ’Oh io , U.S.A.

UFACTURERS cTf  PAINTS, VARNISHES AND LACQUERS

General Offices •  • 424  t o  4 50 EAST THIRD STREET

January 21, 1941.

Dr. Yiilliam F. Ashe,  
Kettering Laboratory,  
College of Medicine,  
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Ashe:-

Enclosed is your copy of the minutes of the  
meeting last Thursday.

I ■ •want to repeat here what I told you before  
you left that we were very much pleased by the way in which you  
handled the question of the necessity of our workmen taking the  
precautions required to keep them in good health. You made  
this plain to them I think and did so without giving them, the  
impression that our plant is a dangerous place in which to work  
from the standpoint of the health of the workmen.

Vie are continuing our investigation of the best  
method to lessen the dust concentration in our mixing room and one  
or two other places, but have not as yet reached any conclusion as to  
the method we will follow.

Yours very truly,

- DAK-REM  
Enc.
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■ '¡fiiyc-'. .íSíítói ■p díht̂ te;yte*r2í::::h& '■ &¡dr&£®h :■ $£' vtte.ïlr 

■ « » te r i f t l *  th é 'sp r i i lg *  o*{1937, m ost o f  you w l í l
.... *. . <■ ,: ;-v •*>.•>'*?*,*,«••*; - ¡Í’A •••1^' ''••.'•• ..’i  ' ‘¡v^ -V K  \¡ (a •./' ‘ ‘ ' V ' r. y ‘\  te’-' H  • : > '* ”  . '

reméMbèr, " irë~;ftkâ  á h e a l t h ' su rv ey , 'o r .h y g ie n ic  su rvey , by Dr* 

MèC'orâi'S&ô tféftt o v e r ’1 our worklïig C ond itions In  our p la n t  and 

who'•'»€'•■  th a f r *€Îmé examined s ë v e r a l h f  o ü r 'employees» "' When"we 

h a d ’a' g en e ra l m e e t in g ’Iri tóá^clv’ó f  t i l l s  y e a r , a t  th e  tim e th a t  

we i- è p ë à ê d :$iSx»v-locker roóm 'añd t h i s ï:room, 'Ï prom ised you "then 

th a t  we w ould-h a v e 'a n o th e r  h e a lth "su rv e y  ¿nd we havé had th a t  

su rv ey Í̂ d e &% ííír» : ítehóe'-'fidd ’h l s  a s s is ta n ts  in C in c in n a ti . ’' Dr* 

Kehod; by th e  temy, h a s  an in te rn a t io n a l  re p u ta t io n on occupa­

t i o n a l  d iseases*  r f ■ ' ........................r ■

i««?.? ft«.» jAt " th a t"timé,* w hen'W  nád th a t  su rvey  m ade,''there  

w ere équ ité "'él n v c é tíé v ó^hT ^^péop lé  vwíhó' cbnéehted 'to  have p h y s i-

ca i'h x to ih a tid n s*w ih :ey fwdnf' to  Cindinmti"' witM'lftr* " ‘ci'ark''and
v.’ A ...... V ^ V !  n ■ >■ -*'?.. ar\ i v w,i; •. ; A .fi  ̂ ;W;; '«'h-'" -i;;' r ’
exaluinations •were'diade' o f  them a t tha t hime* u n t i l  today 

^ e ^ ^ d xWo€iW i5^ \^ (ii''l4‘ire‘pot;t  of* the e x s ^ h S t iM s ./ ,  The1' reason 

: ' ^ d f  ̂ her’e ^ ^ e  is’̂ vdral“'''felngs "̂r th a t delaye d us •" and; we

f e l t  that ti “anyone,’'' for^fchatT'

mattdry^W-gdt^a 'dhctdn'* #  't îe '‘̂ x iiiiinat’iiin  fw idiS>ut''

l i ^ r i r ^ t i i d ^ d i f  eusidlng ’hepl>3?fc :wi & t' t ixe '  ̂ ■ •

dbcToiP^l io5 waSe'-'̂ 1:̂  dxaniiHal^dn:, t,ii% ie'<dbctor" vBo r‘* "
......  v ,+/t  «« ..  <•*., -j v. i-y-y -\f.. *.  in f'Ar- ■ :.(%?■  *  *■

made'3 the' exafolnations,' or who helped ih  the examinations' Is'
i hr.c" lt<- or- n e t, no ms t ie r  test Icihd :Oif .» t sS tcy y  you. ^ s i tI

y e m
- v .  E. FtSCHERi SHORTHAND Rl ‘ '■ S?TE’W. DAVTON. OHIO"
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bere t oddyradd, hedidibousaedwlth all'gaf needed

any disdttâaioà̂<.1d|̂ i!''i'r#ô̂s irtîhafeîhdÿïbaw'creoôlTôd.iaiid̂ a re ' 

now dit their 'hand*idth* df '£h#a «..giist® .got .i»#ide-.«*f y &w i n

m^t way ©tWheaifsspoke about the lock er  room e n d th e  f a ci l i ­

t i e s  th a t -pet have mdde; ava ilab le  a:fcher©, IeB çh a s ia ed  $hm nW *B ‘ 

S ity  o f  ̂ ^x  tofvïthe people/who r.wçrkiilh^ia-^fact ory'dlke^tblétâ0.'/  

be ca refu it^ f® th e ir  h e a l t h ^ ^ ï l^ lé  true:* the t*e.©^  .o^fchfnrair.^.  

m ateria ia^ thatrare idsed* in  theg.maatuPebtt^e^o^vl^'^a^' dr.®r ia ju -  

r iou s 16 ? a:hutixah being* i f  those raw m a te r ia ls  ge t i n s  id s  -o f 

him, e i th e r t th r  o u g h h lsm o u th to r ' through, h is  nose* in  the;form  

of. breath  that.goein |n tO ofalr* lungs* - ! wanted-scwueone.whod' 

knew a l i t t l e  b i t  .more abouti* such ¿th ings thand? :do. : ,» » quit© 

a l i t t l e  b i t  smore* six th in k / »»itoi/say* a word to you on th a t . 

su b jec t, andsDr^r/Ash *o ftC in c in n a ti,cassoo ia te; o f  Dr* Kehoe,̂

I s  here  today  and h e  U S; g o lng i to  t$ eak  b r ie f l y  to youson t h a t ;  

subject**  tj>r*oAshltort 1 a l l y  tg ' ..-v,-;,/./:.,

;.v:: ‘.iDR.sASHsss^The study which/we made o f t h i s  p la n t ; -,  

Was/doneninr th is  manner t l.t At number! bXWntfm -from--the various  

parts o f the jplantÿe rep resen tingseach  o f  : the types« o fi occupa» 

t io n  which each of«ym*ydo-y were examined:.*,and « stud ies« o f - their*, 

blbodx andl.urinesàhSbso fo r th iw eresm d ^ & td rdetermine whether ';, 

or not?any b f th e doaenss o f  t h in g s  to  r th ioh  you are^exposed ; 

/w i l l i  In^iany hay * in i«»e lyh^ I]a«^ tfc*du .* ta  •-susta in in^- le a d ’ ter,» •

i , -jtï-*f ms;$ bMqp&fc« i  sSoxtremelyicom^ndabl©/:* thath'j^M^O^\« hjii; '  

his^bompanysarei’w ll l in g ^ tn d lin te r e s te d  in i/tp^nd ln gadgood ' dea l 

!b f»tiiae 'and. moneyrtosmakihthahll^^ study* : «I' am n o t ia  ' ■ '

fiforfc, 6&  th is fco rp o ra t io h  -„and .am/hdre linAy» dMMMp«-*dr es& inberrt«.« 

' eeted*tn/ithiih»althriofipeoplel*wo>kin^.. in  iKhto r^Le«*' s48kbther/'■ 

ybu/ •know&dt&ers ntbtyt no>matter3-what:Jc£ndidf «« fa c t o ry  yoh  ' work,
- V .  -E. W JSC H ER . S H O R T H A N D  R C P O R T E R . D A Y T O N .-O H lO "
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.■■"■  ' i»>: beÈ3Ì% painfct p l a n t 'p a s ^ s a m i l l■ ;p:sf>:gM powder rfa c to ry >«.'there 

ar®v;c6rl*aiif‘th in g s ^ .ite'thoàefc,rplantae which; a re  p o te n t ia l ly *  5 

juriou&pt© - yo-ur-'hoalthy ’d i t  th o se '’« g en ts  ge fcvlnside 'o f/yeoy  in  

r  ohe-wayKor -y^K y i > # ' ■■ *■

•- Wè have s tu d ie d “5t h e s e menato d e te r i^ n e  hb^-much o f  "

' il the ì th in g s  «tir wbi©te:thfey* a re w''«bi^fti*at|iRvé gOtten^intb-themV?*''
li . ' : - . .. . .
|j ■ - Wets haven s tu d le d t thè'; gehe'r&li se t£i#HWÈfcthe - p la n t  ::t  ò aèe'- w hether

Jr. o r  ;n o t f th e ^ th in g s  th a t  a re^ h é ’rè  à rè  ;hèin§; p ro p e r ly h a n d le d , .:
ilr • ' . . .. , ■■ . . . - '■  ■ . , ;
| • and; wtefeave s tu d i e d  th e  ' a lr^ y ò u ih irea th  to  determ ino  how'Mich
ii . , . , . ■ , :. ...
jj « lu s tr i tsu e a ta ln s  and w hether th e  - th in g s  th a t  a re  ih  th a t  d h s t
jì ; . .

I may.: be-:; 1é»d any-way; In ju r io u s '« !  .^yheu r e s u l t a 0 d f ' ‘thosè-<- s tu d ie s "  .
j; '
I a re  .b r ie f ly *  as 'fo llow s t Xncthist.pla&t.-' there-'.'is no more ’ 1.

;>
;;
¡1

ev idences o f  a se r io u s  yejxposure ■ tooehemtcals d e tr im e n ta l to  you 

men than , In/ dozens o f t  o t h e r n p l a n t s t  th is  type in  th e  couni5;i' 

try *  I t  is ,1 a g o o d y c l e a n p l a n t - There a re 1 ag e n ts  h e ref howeve• *»
'* *

:

i •
\

?

>

H ■ ■ ■ . *
|j which s a rea  to t  y o u tp o te n t ia l ly i  dangerous ahd the company has

j! made in  - t h e i p a s t ^ a r ^ d s - s t i l l  "making ev e ry  e f f o r t  t o  cu t down 
ij  - . ■ - . . . . .
} those;;dangerse-as f a r  a a / i t  I s  p o ss lb le  to  do so* t/tv'-//-/ .■ /

s a t a r i a l  Wei:have recommended t h a t - l t e c e r t a l n  p a r ts o f th e  

p la n t  theytm aket a ^ s tu d y ito  f in d  b t t t ^ ^ e th e r  o r n o t b e t te r  veri- 

t  i l  a t  i  on t i  s ;'po s s ib le * “: t  I  «am: n o t a te  eng in eer ¿' I  don* t  know .<

: whether^dthiabaptotoi-bei-eo'or:'hotp'but';that!Vstudy"'is ' 'being ' .

••• made! vThat-Vjh«setd' 'db^largely' with':dttsta 5 c.ontaihing^lead cbh- . '

* , ta in in g ach em io a ls# »  B U t^ ih e e la r^ * p ro b le ® ih f ;̂ vOidaneei;o#^eM ' 

p6sin?e:i.;td<:dfiaigeroasccheiai'cals InoWslild# wi th  tybue&'eh. hS** ■ *'

• dangers dr® inO fecgrea*^ t^ho: p la in t ' iP % eIi^ fI:kedN ip  t t d ^ a v o i d ^ ' ; 

them, tbufcc*good cmanytof ^yau /m en /^oM rey  working here-t-are work-*: 

i ^ t e l t h e r . j w i t h  pow dered ichem ioals, w ith  s o l id s ,  o r sem i­

l iq u id  p igm ents f ithatsyourget {ph'you^^handsvand w hib h ^ e t  t in to
, — :--- ------ --- •------ v.  £. FISCHER. SHORTH A S>•' «Ci*ORTER. DAYTON, OHIO“ ------ -- — ——    “   — ; --- r~
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more thm  te n  yejffia and* you. haven* t  lo s t ,  &k day in  a l l ' :̂ . t a » t u
-* * u ” > ■ v  IT ' yp$, -et  a a and rtfi .ilk %/..v  vir.v u.-'ubi- '

time on accoun t o f  i l ln e s s *  So* you wonder why I  b rin g  up the
■ snv? g e t -If V*''-r  fguln,* .,o!c; T±';,y.o«.
p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  you may become i l l *  .., ¡¡one, o f  you have and
■  vJ $  y  ',?» ■  . V i :  *  r i  I , .  *■ < V;: 1 ^ i '  r  : J J, i  ,

th e re  i s  no ev idence in  .th e  im m ediate fu tu re  th a t  you w il l*. v . s a w ; t o  i-iS'iip i««.*;? .’•ro.s a s „ ■ ■ .■ ; • '

bu t th e  ag en ts  th a t  ..are ,h e re  a re  such th a t  i f  you a re  c a re le s s
■ ' ' ' ' ' " ' ¡' ■ - ; - ■ ''' '  ‘ -i . '  V ■  ' -.fe ) *  ,i i ,% 'Pi V  0

you ru n  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  SeebBiing i l l *  And I  am no t here
. p i  AVi'.tj!; .a,i„ oa, : * v. . &$-# s-.» i & *.•
to  sc a re  you. I  am m ere ly  h ere  to  t e l l  you th a t  th is  s tu d y
;>** ad jo u rn , {wk . i f  any o.r. w ere a l i t t l e •
was done in  the i n t e r e s t  o f  p ro te c t in g  your h e a l th , n o t on ly  

today , b u t in  the  f u tu re ,  and your ca re  in  hand ling those 

m a te r ia ls  which a re  dangerous i s  th e  main th in g  which w i l l  

make th e  working co n d it io n s  h e re  ^b e tte r " i h \ t h e f u t u r e * ; •

. I  am su re  th a t  Mr* Kohr and h i3  s t a f f  a re  going to

con tinue  to  c a rry  ou t o u r.r.eopaBoendatlons on the problem  o f

v e n t i la t io n .  But th e  job o f  personal hyg iene, keep ing  c le a n , 

keep ing th e se  th in g s  ou t o f  your mouth and out o f  your nose , 

i s  e n t i r e l y  up to  you fe llo w s from now on. The p la n t i s  in  

good shape. The g en e ra l h e a l th  o f th i s  group, th e  ones I  

examined, which i s ' a re p re s e n ta t iv e  group , i s  e x c e l le n t ,  

b e t te r  than many o th e r p la n ts ,  b u t keep ing  i t  th a t  way Is  

la rg e ly  dependent upon you fe l lo w s .

I f  you have any questions, ab o u t'an y  s p e c i f ic  th in g 

I  may know abou t, I  w i l l  t r y  to  answer them. I f  I  can ’ t  

answer them, the  s ten og rapher I s  ta k in g  down the info rm atio n  

fo r  you and I  w i l l  t r y  to  g e t the answers f o r  you*

MR. KOIiRf Don’ t  h e s i ta te  i f  you want to  ask 

q u e s t io n s . Dr* Ash i s  h e re  and he w i l l  be g lad  to  t ry  to  

answer them . I  j u s t  want to  em phasize what he s a id , th a t h  

t h i s  i s  n o t a one-s ided  p ro p o s i t io n . We want to  do our p a r t  

to  keep you men w e l l ,  b u t you must do your p a r t ,  I f  you a re
------------T-i-------------- : ^ ---------------------------------V. E .F IS C H E R . S H O R T H / ^  O R E P O R T E R .. DA YTO*U O H IO .- " ' 1. " - " - -  . -T “ — V.-T T ---------------- " -  .............................
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«going, to  keep veil-» I f  . ypu e a t  le a d  and d r in k  th e  v a r io u s
0 \  ̂ o;vr .<{:£->.  .-....  -'

m a te r ia ls  and g o t s ic k ,  t h a t ' i s  your f a u l t ,  n o t ours*  I f  you 

| want to  e a t  i t ,  you can, th e re  i s  p le n ty  o f  i t  h ere . I t  i s  

| dangerous, we want you to  keep away from i t .  , , ’

Any q u estio n s?  . (No re sp o n se .)  Looks l i k e  we have 

< | answered a l l  o f  them a l re a d y . i f  th e re  a re  no qu e s tio n s ,

| we w i l l  ad jo u rn ,' and i f  any o f  you men were a l it t l e  modest 

and didin* t  w an t,to  ask a q u e s tio n  b e fo re  a l l  o f  u s , you can 

come up h e re  a f t e r  we ad jo u rn  and ask  th e  q u es tio n  in  p r iv a te .

And thereupon  th e  m eeting was ad journed,

, “""4

-t/f A ‘

~V. E. rtSCHER. SHORTHAND REPORTER, DAVlONi, OHIO-
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