November 15, 1937

¥r, F. 0, Clements

- Technical Director :
Research Laboratorles Division
1,85 West Milwaukee Avenue
Detro't, Hichigen

Dear Mr, Clémentste

In reply to your letbter
of November 11th concerning the financing of the
Ketteri ng Laboratory of Applied rhyslology and ths
pert played in that by the Frigldaire Corporation,
1t seems well to review briefly the situation at that
tire and the present status of the laboratory.

: o . Iy associates and I had

been working on the general problem of the toxicity
of sulphur,dloxide and certaln other refrigerants
since some time ‘in 1927, #We had also been studying:
the genersals problem of lead poisoning not only in

. its relationship to the hygienlc problems of the
Ethyl Gascline Corporation, but also with respect
to the total hyglenic aspect of the use and distrie-
bution of lead commodities, The information which A
we had obtained had been useful both to the Frigidailre
Corporation and to the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, but
actually since our work was publlished and made generally
avallable, 1t had no greater usefulness to these Corpora-
tions than 1t had to any others who might see fit to
apply what we had learned, -

_ ' - Some time late in 1928 or
early in 1929, it became' apparent that it would not be -
possible for us to extend our experimental studies as
far as might deslred by reason of 1lnadequate spacs and
laboratory facilities in the Hedical College of the
University of Cincinnatl, It seemed advisable to :
develop our work and, accordingly, some dlscussion was
had with representatives of Fthyl Gasoline Corporation
and the Frigidalre Covporation in which we pointed out
our difficulties and discussed with them|the desirability
of ‘carrying them further, After several!such,discussions
1t developed that both Corporstions were willing to make
some contribution to the University of Cincinnati for
providing space and equipment for carrying on our work,

In due time this willingness crystallized into a contri-
bution made to the University of Cincinnati without strings
of any kind, except that the money was to be used for one



purpose only, namely, the construction and equipment: of -

a laboratory which should be. so planned and so arranged.
as not to cost more than the sum available Ffor its come
This contribution was made and the. bulldinﬁ
ructeﬂ and equipped; 1t being ready for ocgupancy
yer of! 1950. Its farmal d@dication was fn December

‘An agreement was entered Into
between representablves of Ethyl Gasoline Corporation,
*rigidaire Corporation and B, I, duPont de Nemours and
Company (the latter also. contributed toward the sum of
$130,000.00 which was made aveilable), Thls agreement
contained two main provisions, wiﬁh referen eatt the :
donors.. First that the Board of Di”eetc; of. the: University
bound themselves not to spend more than the sum made avallsbls
in building and equipping the laﬁcratery and seccnd, fthat
ths?contrlbutors to the support of the la ratory mizght.
withdraw at any time on glving six months notice of thelr
intention to the University. (It was fully understood and
stated in the agreement that the building and its equ*pﬂent
were in fact the property of the University gffsincinnati
and could be used for any @urpose by ‘the University of
Cincinnati, Any special eqgul pment which might have been
losned by the contributors for the pur snce of some phase
of ‘the investigative work might be re i from the laboratory
within six'months of the timel said contril tor withdrew his
support from the laboratory, As g matt £ fact, no iltems
of :speclal equipment were ever lpaned to.the lsboratery for
any but the briefest pariod of time, so that all of the
equiyment within the building has been‘ackaawledged to be
the. property Of the University of Cinel 1 throughout the

entire periocd of the 9xistence of the 1abnratory.)

During 1930 and 1931, and part
of 1932, we maintainea some systematiec experimental studles
on the toxicity of various refrizersnts st the expense of
Frigidaire Corporation., This work was of a semi—puolic
character and was made the subject of reports both to the
Frigidaire Corporaticn and to various public officials.

In addltlon most of 'this work was published in sclentiflc

Journals. 1In fact, any material that was not published

was held back only because it was not completed and thersfore
was not suitarle for 1mmad1dte publioabion.. In terms of the
policies of the University of Cincinnatl and of this laboratory
it is not possible for it to do work primarily of commercial
valus for any industry. Our problems have been medical during
the &ntire perlod of our work., VWhatever we do is subject to
publication through the usual scienuifie channels, The
1ab®rqtorg, therefore, can not be regarﬁed as any other than

an entirely independent scientific agsnecy for the accumulatlion
and dissemination of medical information,

In 1932 the Frigldaire Corporation

found it necessary. (for financial reasons, "1 believe) to reduce.
its budget for experlrental purposes. In line with this poblicy
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. these problems: in our own Wway end DU 1s]
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1t discontinued its financial support to this laboratory.

- Cur work on refrigerants has besn largely discontinued
since that time, althuurh we" hava carried on certain types
of exper tal work in which we are priﬂarily 1nterested.

Thus o ] ) : ' re. coricer

The present. status of the
laboratory is bhau of a Universiby agency for the study of
industrial hazards and occupational diseases. %We have

“established a certaln prestige for the' reliability and

the unblased character of our work, 4s a conssquence of
this more problems are brought to us by industry than we
are able to-handle. ‘e accept for study uch problems
as merit Investig gation in our own jud We investizate
the 1nformaticn

" obtained when and where we choose. this arrangement
does not suit any industrigl’ organizaticn that comes to us-
for assistance, we do not accept the work, It should be
apparent, I belleve, that no laboratory of standing in a
sound University can zdopt any other policy.

In conclusicn I em glad to say
“to you thav as the Director of this lqboratary, and as a
representative of the University of Cincinnatly, I feel
more than grateful to the industrial grsuos who provided
the money to iniatiate this venturs criginally. I.shall
always. feel that the executives of these corporations by
their action enpressad a very ccnsiderabla personal confie-
dence in me, and moreover that they havée done a fine and
disinterested thing in starting a pro;ect of this sort,
On the other hand it is quite clear to me now, and it has
never been otherwise than ‘clear to me, that these men made
an investmsnt fundementally in an ideg, THey bought nothling
from “he University of Cincinnati which was in any wise
tangible., 'Any benefits which they received from the Unlversity
of Cincinnatl in their business enterprise was thd result of
their own wisdom in applying such Information as we have been
able to obtaln., At present they have npo more right to make
demands on this laboratory than dces: any other- corporat*sm
which comes to us with a problem that in cur judgment needs
to be solved. Obviously, howsver, beeause I have learned that
I can deal in a straight forward manrer with these executives,
they would be able to interest me in thsir problems without
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 There is no dacumantary

'evldence oﬁher tban the agreement originally entered

into between the Board of Plrectors of the University of

gGincimﬂati and- the donors ef the laboratory which would
H prot ) 1 auemgnts which S have

Cordially ysﬁfs,

RAK:1is | B Robsrt. h. Kohoe, H.D.
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