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The whole idea of a free society is based on a very simple idea that is very hard to live by: 
People have the right to be wrong.
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Does America still. 
believe in the right to 
be wrong?

Jonah Goldberg | National Review Online

You might think that current controversies 
over NFL players refusing to stand for the 
national anthem, the vandalizing and 
removal of statues, and the "PC" firestorms 
erupting across campuses aren't about 
religion. But you'd be wrong. History's 
religious conflicts were ultimately about what 
values and ideas should be imposed on 
everybody. Traditional religion may be
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receding in American culture, but politics is 
taking on a religious flavor to compensate.

Volkswagen and the 
urge for collective 
punishment
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A rotten apple spoils the barrel, the old......  
saying goes. And because of regulatory 
politics and the incentives of agency officials, 
the spoilage often proceeds unimpeded — 
even if the rotten one and the others occupy 
separate barrels. Witness for example the 
Volkswagen diesel emissions scandal that 
emerged in 2015, a brazen act of business 
malfeasance that will cost VW at least $15 
billion. It's full steam ahead for the regulatory 
bureaucracy.
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Disrespecting the flag 
is a disgraceful way to 
protest the president

The NFL's game operations manual says 
that "all players must be on the sideline for 
the National Anthem" and must "stand at 
attention, face the flag, hold helmets in their 
left hand, and refrain from talking." But it 
turns out the league is selective when it 
comes to the speech it protects. Last 
September, the Dallas Cowboys asked for 
permission to wear helmet stickers in honor 
of police officers massacred in Dallas. The 
NFL refused.

Germany's swing to 
the right isn't just 
about migrants

The migrant issue has swayed the German 
elections, with the Alternative for Germany 
leveraging anti-immigrant sentiments to 
break into the German Bundestag. But 
there's more to the story. The other party 
that made significant gains is the Free 
Democrats. What do the two parties have in 
common? A deep rejection of any increased
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solidarity in the Eurozone, which taxpayers 
fear would end with Germany paying 
for everyone else's public debts.

MORE FROM AEI

The funding crisis myth: The narrative that schools need more money is a

What should the US do next on Kurdistan?

7 reasons why Republicans couldn't kill Obamacare

As NATO approaches its 70th birthday, it needs a new strategic concept to 
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With calls for a big federal push on jobs, it's local solutions that are putting

This is a monumental week in the 163-year history of the Republican Party. 
So far, it isn't going well.

Angela Merkel's victory-slash-defeat

The world has idolized Aung San Suu Kyi, but the real hero of the Rohingya
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Teachers unions blow an easy chance to walk the walk

Report: Is it time for classical liberals to rethink their foreign policy
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AEI in the news: Aparna Mathur on whether wages will soar if Republicans
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High taxes and the availability of illicit cigarettes

Watch live today: Is the Senate filibuster a tool of mass obstruction or the
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Stephen D. Oliner named State Farm James Q. Wilson Chair at AEI

Around the web: Chinese culture and the power of self-fulfilling prophecies 
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