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Asbestos Helql
Cancer Source

By Thomas OToo!c

Weshtuglon Pesl Srefl Wy,ne

Oanc out of {ive asbesios in.,

The Now Yok dutnr gold

sulation workers in mectropoliitold the Subtommiticc, Whith

tan New York now divs of

lung cancer, 30 eminen: physt.

cian told ConZitss yesterday. ;
“If these figures are pro:;

jected to the country 33 a-
whole, 3ad if no improvenent

in the health hazards hesc:
men face is achieved,” said:

Dr. Irving 1. Selikoff, “we may;
laok forward to perhaps GO0
deaths of lung cancer and per-

haps 15,000 deaths of cancer :ni

general ia this singie asbestoes, . . d
cetl an datense stuhy ol Sz

trade alone.”

Dr. Sclikoff Is profeszoc af
Community Mcdicine at New
York's Mt. Sinai licspital and
presidentelect of the presu-
gious New York Academy of
Sclences,

Testifyinz hetare the $House
Select Labar Subcomnutic:,
Dr. Selikolf asid these statis.,
tlcs “come as no sucprie” to
asbestoy industey observers.

“In 1933." said Dr. Salikaff.
“Dr, Kearcth M. Lynch, now
Chancellor of the Unmiversay,
of South Caralina, dosersbed
the case of luns cancer in
man who also had ashesiosin,”
& combination he 331l wa3s,

15 holding hearngs i Pyew
dent Juitnson™s propaced (e
cupational Sulety aul Heaith
Act. that nobody ha< taken
sSteps 1o Qurh the spread of
cancer in ashesius workers.
despite the masntnz evidenre
that the discase & un 2 rapig?
1isc.

“Sticklers  for  statistieal
aiceties insisted they were un-
convinced,”  he  sand.  tand
wanted even better masata ™

For tiic past S0 veans, U
Selikoff >31ct. B¢ has congust--

asbestos  msblation workers:

Wwho are members of the Newr

York and New Jersey localss
of the Asbestos Workers
Unian,

The 632 mea had been as-
hestas workers sinco 1942
1z Selikoll sad. On tie hasis
of pomnal ke eapvctamy
teeads, 203 eauld have Leen
exuected o chic by 196 But
irlead, said Dr. Set:kolf, 235
men died Looking for tize rea-
son vohond thie eatra 30 deatig,
he said, it ticcame  evdont

A TIhat convers of several types”

were responabile.
“We nmught have expectad

rate. But stace then, Dy, Kelp. 3% OF scven deaths due 1t
kofl said. “numerous sunilap JUAK CanCer” WE weut on. “ug
cases of this associatidn were THCTC were 45 And whate oc

recorded.”

would have eapected mne or
ten cancers af the stomacls of
colen, there were 220"

Dr. Sclikoff explained that
the “peopic who work 1a o
dusly atmiosphere  nut  only
breathie it in. they cat at, oo™

Since 1962, he saud, “the fig-
ures have Leen cven werse,

“While wc would have «ex-
pested M mion tw have 2l i
the past [ive years™ D, Sehk:
off said, “there huve been U113
deaths, While we would have
expected three to have digd of
cancer of the lunz or pleura.
28 have dicd of thes donease

Of equal cencera, Dr Nebik.
ofl went on, is 3 tefatively now
tumor rclated 0 asbeston ox-
posure called mexotfichioma,
which is 3 cancer of the Liming
of the chest of periteacum.

This is such a rarc cancce.
Dr. Sclikof{’ said, that ¢ 1<
found to ciuse anc out of,
every 10.000 deathe, But of he
113 desths in the  azbrsins
worker group in Kew York,
he said. I3 have beca frum
mwoesothelhioma.

“~This makes it onr wvut of
every 10 deoathy aman ashes
tos wockers,” he sud, et ad
a! oo out of 10.000.7




