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‘Baltimmore City Health Department
_ WEEKLY LETTER.TO THE MAYOR ‘

In his W'E'F‘KLY LETTE:,R TO THE MAYOR dated 15 August 1975 the Y
Commlssmner of Health wrote: , :
De-ar‘M.é.yOr Schaefer:

N

o Thé Lead Paint Pmsomng Prevention Pregram
L $239, 200 for the current fiscal year by the federal
! } : enable the program to expand its screening activil
5,000 children per year to 18,000, Further, scl
' 32 child health clinic sites throughout the city--a
| ' the previous year. We expect that 5% of the children-
I elevated blood protoporphyrin levels. '

‘ The current screening techniques are being converted to a new type of
testing. This primary screening method measures protoporphyrin, a natural:
substance in the blood which increases in proportion ot the amount of lead in
the body. It is less expensive and eliminates the need for venipunctures, a
-procedure fnghtenmg for children. The decision to convert has resulted
from a cooperative endeavor between the City Health Department and the
Kennedy Institute in evaluating the protoporphyrin method.

Plans have been completed for an automated data retrieval system by
the Bureau of Biostatistics. According to Dr. Susan Guarnieri, Director of
the- Bureau of Children and Youth Services, this will increase the efficiency
3 the reporting system and permit the Health Department to begin to identify
PO; tions which are most susceptible to lead poisoning. With this information,
4 }the Bureau of Health Education and Information will be able to design its
’ educational programs to specifically reach those populations at risk before
lead poisoning occurs. Currently, the educational program is directed mostly
- at families whose children have elevated blood lead levels.

The Maryland State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Laboratories
is cooperating with the City in analyzing the protoporphyrin tests. Children
identified as having absorbed high levels.of lead are followed and evaluated at
the John F. Kennedy Institute or the University of Maryland Hospital. Sanitarians
from the Health Department inspect the homes of these children and oversee the
removal of the sources of lead whether it be in the paint, plaster or other places.

Very truly yours,
(Signed)  John B. De Hoff, M.D., M.P.H.

Commissioner of Health =

prigy w2

& @ e




B - . -

¢ ' o BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

STATISTICAL REPORT FOR THE WEEK ENDING 13 August 1975

o " | ' WEEKLY SUMMARY OF BIRTIS, DEATHS -
| o . "AND INFANT MORTALITY .|

Veek Ending 13 August 1075 ' lWeek Ending T August 197k
A - e *
TOTAL WHITE | NONWHITE NONWHITE
BIRTHS | T " N
Total recorded 306 162 ki 130
ReSidean only ST} . 105 122 107
DEATHS o 1 ' | o | -
: Tota}l recorded 251 16k 87 226 P LA 84
~ Residents only 196 | 113 83 19k - 108 86
INFANT DEATHS I in ' '
"~ Total recorded 10 | 5 5 8 6 2
Residents only , 6 2 L 5 - 3 2
BIRTHS - ' CUMULAT!YE.NUMBFR FOR YEAR TO DATE
~Total recorded | 9,925 5,135 4,790 110,355 . 5,558 4,797
Residents only 6,678 2,346 | 14,332 | 6,926 2,548 4,378
DR Total recorded T4323 h,697 2,626 TaThl- - 5,146 2,595
& = Residents only 6,052 3,542 2,519 6,12 3,899 2,513
T DEATHS , '
Total recorded 289 139 150 ok | 1k8 95
Residents only 184 52 | 132 126 L5 81
RESIDENT RATES®* FdR YEAR Tb DAT“E
BIRTHS . 11.9 9.0 {14,k 12.1 1 9.k 1k,6
DEATHS . \ , 10.8 13.6 8.k $11.2 1k.b 8.k
INFANT MORTALITY , - 27.6 22,2 30.5. 18.2 17.7 18,5
- . ,. . N 3 i 3 N ~

®BIRTH AND DEATH RATES FER 1,000 POPULATION, [NFANT MORTALITY RATE PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS:
ALL RATES COMPUTED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS '
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WEERLY STATISTICAL REPORT - WEEK E\DI'\G 13 Augus‘c. 1975 :
REPORTED nsrs OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES, MNOMRESIDENTS EXCLUDED

S NA - Not ava;lable

— rlRREN7'WT?K VEAR T ATl
UISEASE TOTAL 7 YiAR RANGE®  JCUMULATIVE " "lisi e #r - ANFS
v CTASES H1GH Low, 1975 197k
ChickenpoX. ..o it | =- -0 3 0 69 50
Diphtheria . oo oo oo 0 0 0 - o c
Encephalitis. wll forms............... 0 0 0 2 2
Gonococcal infections................. s77 - 330 20L ’g 13,2h5 10,385
Hepatitis. infectious........ [P 1 79 1 76 7
Hepatit1s, Serum............... A L L ¢ | Th 29
Lead poisoning. . .......cvuveevuiennn . 0 i o 18 1b
Measles (rubeola)........ e PO o 1 Fo) o 2
Meningococcal infections.... ... e : 0 e 12 6
Meningitis, aseptiC........... e 1 2 ) 8
Meningitis, other forms............... 1 g 39 20
RY T L} + 1= O O 1 2131 21
Poliomyelitis, paralytic..... e 0 0 0
Bubella (German measles).............. o) 5 Eo) 0 0
Salmonellosis............. .. ool 3 28 1 217 282
Shigeilosis....................; ...... 2 16 1 i 87
Streptococcal infections......icieun.. -2 15 1 . 637 L8k
Syphilis, primary and secondary 8 - 13 1 2h5 301
Tuberculosis, total .. ............. e 15 KA HA k2 XA
Newly diagnosed cases............ 11 21 3 35k 266
Previously diagnosed - retreated. 4 NA HA 88 NA
Typhoid fever..... e et 1 0 0 i 1 0
Whooping cough. o oot P 0 i 0 2 0
Other notifiable discases............. 18 NA KA 8ok | 85k
' 'NUMBER OF ‘DEATHS BY CAUSE, NONRESIDENTS EXCLUDED
CURRENT WEEK YEAF TC NATE
CAUSE OF DEATH: TOTAL 7 YEAR RANGE® CUMULATIVE NoMIEF OF DEATHS

’ o DEATHS HiGH LOW 1975 1974
.............................. 196 225 155 6,052 | 6,412
dIS@ASe. ..ot i 75 79 63 2,238 2,490
................................ L6 L9 30 1’263 ‘ 1,265

Cerebrovascular disease........... saes 5 19 9- 408 459
Diseases of the arteries and veins.... 1 13 1 204 185
Cirrhosis of the liver..... e 5 11 2 129 g 218
Diabetes..... P 3 9 1 172 185
Influenza and pneumonia............... 9 6 1 1k3 166
Bronchitis, emphysema and aqthma ...... 3 é o LY 56
Tuberculosis. . e ot ine i eeans 1 3 0 1k 20
Nephritis and nephrosis. oo 3 2 0 39 LT
Coertan discases of early infancy... .. 5 M 1 11k 75
Congenital .mnm.nlus._..............,_.. 1 3 0 3 29
Sudden death in anfancy. ..o ool 0 WA NA 19 13
VMaternal mortality. oo oot S 0 1 "0 o o
Other diseases. .o, 23 - NA NA 785 Th2
Accidents, total...... ..ol 11 8 3 179 190
Motor vehicle......... ... 3 L 0 45 60
Home............ e e 2 5 0 71 54
Industrial.............. Aeehesss ) 0 1 0 - 5 7
Other........c ciienea, R 6 2 0 58 69
Homicide.. ..o oo ne i i - -3 13 3 ‘ 178 188
SUICIGe . e s ettt e et eenanne e 1 5 0 55 50
Other external causes........i...... o > NA A 37 3L

® Tl WIS AND L OW F\!UR! $ SKOWN ARE DERIVED FROM THE Nu MEER OF CASES AND DFATHS
Faw Th! COMPARABLF WEEK FoR THL PERIOD 196 19'( 1,IA-76112 -




