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tnited Safety Eervies,
180 ¥ Wasker Drive,
Chisege, I1linois,

‘tt‘t’.ul ‘Q K. w‘ Editor
Gertlewemg ‘

In your 1942 issue of "THE EAPE FOREMAN" appesrs an artiels
on page 10 titled "Lleed Polfsoning®, There are severzl statementas in that
article that should be olarified, The statewmernts to which I refer ars
quotad below

*Think of freshly applied paint on a wall giving off
fumes, This may contain lead and in the fumes some
of the lead is trawveling through the alr, Without
ventilation to kscp the air freszh the lead can ressh
the lungs and thus settle in the body,®

While it may not have been ths lgtagtion of the auther to {mply that
&1l paint ocontains lead, still the first gtatsusnt. quoted above gives the
suggestion to the reader that all paint applied oo & W1} contains lead,
It omy be that my lnterpretatica is & bit eritiosl but I believe thers is
room for improvenent in the stateceny,

The statement that the paint may contain lead and in the fuxws soze
of the lead 1s traveling through the air, is sertainly open to question.
I am quite sure that there has been no outatanding researeh that hes proe
dused evidense that palnt fumes oontain lead although the paint from which
the fumes originsts may ocotain a high persentage of lead pipments. If
you have evidenss that sush iz the eass, I cartainly would be gled to
obtaln the infoermatianes The fumes fram drying peint may cemtaln volatile
produots that are affensive to some pecpla, but naver have I found any
evidenge that thses {wmws ocutain metal oompounds from the paints.

Wa full realise tho dapgor from lead poisoming amd it is part of oup
policy ts publicize ts our soployess and our sustomers the salety noasures
neseesary in handling l2ad compounds, We are anxious, however, to mie
oartaln that our lnstructions are in aseordanee with the fasta, ¥e try
never to exazzerate the dangers,nsither do we want to ninimige them, e
have seen quite a pumber of axamples of errooecus diagnoses on the part
of physiciens because of their unfamiliarity with the true symptoms of
lead poisoning and their wssusption that all paints are potential dangere
besause of lsad ocmpounds, Portunately, there are ssveral very definite
methods of testing today that sliminate all guesswwork in the cdisgnosis
of lead poisoning.,
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Your oammants will be very muck appresiasted, ¥e fesl that paiwt
hes had an wmuscal smomt of mmfavoreble publicity aleng the lines af
lead poisening from the madioel profession threugh wnfamiliarity with
the festa, We are satisfisd that thiz is «n wnintestiomal conditiom,

!mﬁryh\ly.
THE LOWE MOINERS CORPMST
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