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Materials Committee

Vinyl Institute

AN Polymers Group

Plastic Bottle Institute

Plastic Beverage Container Division
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Re: PVC Survey; Conference with Dr.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The purpose of this letter is to bring you

up~to-date regarding the status of the Vinyl Institute's

efforts to provide market information regarding food
contact uses of vinyl chloride polymers to the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA). You will recall that
in our letters dated September 9 and December 28, 1982,
we informed you that FDA had requested market data
regarding food contact applications of vinyl chloride
polymers. This information was deemed essential by
FDA to provide support for its announced intention

to deal with the regulatory status of vinyl chloride
polymers on some comprehensive basis. In response,
the Vinyl Institute has undertaken to provide the
information to FDA, and we are developing a question-
naire for use with the Institute's members that should
lead to our being able to make the estimates FDA

has requested.

Early draft versions of the guestionnaire were
circulated to members of the Vinyl Institute for

criticism and comment. A revised version was then
given to FDA for its review to assure that when the
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task is completed, the results will be of maximum
utility to the Agency. We are enclosing a copy of

our report to Mr. Jerry Weisz, acting Executive
Director of the Vinyl Institute, describing the results
of our April 7, 1982, meeting with the FDA staff.

Generally speaking, the Bureau of Foods staff
appeared genuinely interested in removing the "little
cloud" that has been impeding the marketing of vinyl
chloride polymers. We expect the Agency to move as
rapidly as its structure will permit. For the present,
we remind you once again that there is no regulatory
ban on the marketing and use of vinyl chloride polymers
except as regards packaging distilled alcohol beverages.

We shall, of course, keep you informed of the
results of the survey and subsequent FDA actions. 1In
the meantime, if you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Cordially yours,

H ﬁ%m/dw

Jfrome H. Heckman

Enclosure [dictated 4/11/83]
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