OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED YO THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

UNITED STATES EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

LONGSHOREMEN'S AND HARBOR WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
FOURTH COMPENSATION DISTRICT

commiSsIonERS -wpermomsrorreenmeme 1261 Calvert Bldgo E. V. PARKER
JEWELL W, SWOFFORD _ BALTIMORE, MARYLAND DEFUTY ComMISSIONER
CHAIRMAN
JOHN, M. MORIN I ‘
JOHN J. KEEGAN . In zeply refer to File No. _B355-71042

May 4, 1943.

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe, Director,

Kettering Laboratory of Applied Physmlcgy,
University of Cincinnati,

Cincinneti, Ohioe

Deer Dr. Kehoes

I am writing you egain with reference to the case of Warren
Nofsinger, in which you reviewed the record at my reguest and
sent me your opinion under date of April 17, 1943.

After receiving your report I forwarded a copy thereof to
Dr. Nofsinger for his information. In sending the report to him
I told him that if he wished I would accord him the privilege
of testifying again, or that he himself could send the record to
any other specialist or authority in the field of metal poison=-
ings for a further opinion, which I would be glad to consider,
Dr. Nofsinger has now replied to my letter, stating that he does
not think it is necessary for eny further medical opinion or
testimony to be given. I am enclosing herewith a copy of Dr. Nof-
singer's letter to me under dats of April 30, 1943. Zou will
note that in his point No. 2 he refers to the fact that you were
not aware that the blood 'smear which contained the largest number
of stippled cells was made within sixty minutes after the first
hemorrhage, and states 'bhat this would be too short a period of
time for the bone marrow to throw out such a large number of
stxppled cellse Of course, this statement was not in the record,
since Mr. Rpuse, attorney for the Bethlehem Steel Company, end
myself, who were the only ones askmg questions, as laymen,did
not know enough to make any inquiries along this line; and
Dr. Nofsinger evidently overlooked mentioning it. I do not kmow
what weight you would give to this fact or whether it would
influence to eny extent the opinion wh:.ch you ' expressed. How=
ever, in order to be eminently fair, I inf'ox'med ¥r. Rous's that
I would send you a copy of Dr‘ Nofsinger's letter and ask if
you would be good enough to comment further uponr this point.

Also, since I am asking you. this question, I wuld appreciate
it if you would be good emough to answer another question of mine
in connection with your reporte 1In Paragraph No. 3 of your cone
clusions you state as follows: '
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with exposure to zinc, would not have exceeded
four to eight weeks in e casse such es this in
which thers was ne:.ther paralysis nor cerebrel in-
toxication.®

Do you meen by this that you would expect his disability for work
from these csuses to have lasted from four %o eight weeks from

the time that he stopped work. following his. last employment on

- the vessel on which he had been engaged in. ‘burning paint for

a period of about one month? Also, as a;laymen, this further
thought occurs to me: If this man hed the complaints end symptoms
which he desoribed for a period of four or five weeks immediately
prior to his stopping work and for some garlier intermittent
periods, and such illness was an mdustrial ons beceuse of zine
fume fever, perhaps combined with some sllght exp@sure to lead,

is it likely or probable that this illness weskened or lowsred

the men's general res:.stance so that from such’ stanﬂpomt at

least the illness hastened the hemorrhagmg of %the duodenal ulcer?
In other words, is it only = purs comc:.denoe that the ulcer hemor-
rhaged at the time it did so that it is lg.kely it would have
happened at that time even if the msn had hed no previous illness
from metal fumes, or would such 111ness tend: to Lower his resistance
to the extent that it is probable the ulcgr would, not have hemor-
rhaged wher it did but for the exper:.eme undérgoue.

I trust that I may not be teking up too much of your valuable
time with these further questions or trespassing upon your good
nature, but you will appreciate my desire to have as much informee
tion as possible in order to arrive at a fair decision,

Thenking you for your patience end assgistsnce, I am

Very truly youss,

WM,

"Be Vo Parker,
Deputy Commissioners

EVP:R
Ence

Copy tos Johln Ge Rouse, Jr., Esg.,

-Maryland Trust Building,
Baltimore, Maryland.
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Rosnoke, Virginie,
April 30, 1843.

Mr. Eo V. Parker,
Deputy Commissioner,
1261 Calvert Building,
Baltimore, Maryland..

Desar Mr. Parker.'

I received your 1etter of A

pril 24 ihcluding the report of
Dr. Kehoe in the casse of E

Dr. Kehoe is an excellent men and a recognized authority in certain
fisldse After reviewing his report, I probsbly would have given a similsr
one as Dr. Kehoe's, since his report was compiled from a cliniceal case
record; however, after actuslly treating a patient from the beginning end
throughout his illness, there are many factors present which would ensble
one to arrive at a more correct decision, emnd this fact was also mentioned -
in Dr. Kehoe's reporte One who reviews a clinical record in regard to
a patient's illness cennot as a rule evaluate the findings as well as the
individusl who actually treated the patient and observed him dnring his -’
illness. o ; '

In Dr. Kehoe's report, there are several points which I would l:l.ke e
to d;scuss. . , AR :

1. In the first instence, he admits that ‘ ihil.ti'.ell iilnesé .
wes due chiefly to zinc fumes; however, lead fumes might he.ve been
present. : o -

2. In the second 1nstance, it was Dr. Kehoe's oplnion that the'
stippled erythrocytes resulted.from the. hemorrhage. In this instence, ..
Dr. Kehoe was not aware of the fact that the blood smear which- conte.med
the largest number of stippled cells was mede within sixty minutes. after
the first hemorrhage, end this ‘would. be “too short & period of tlme for the :
bone marrow to throw out such a le.rge number of stippled cellse-- I would
also like.to state that I have seen; guite ‘a number of ceses of sévere
hemorrheage, including hemorrhage from-a duodenal.ulcer, and in none of
these cases have. I ever seen’s stippled cell count whi.eh exceeded 11,000
which was the sltuation 1n Warren's case. S

3. As to the origin of the duo enal ulcer and the“souroce of the
hemorrhage in this instence, I thoroughly' agree with Dr. Kehoe; as was
stated in my testimonye It was my impression that Warren wmdoubtedly -
had en insctive duodenal ulcer before this illness, snd the hemorrhe.ge
wes from the duodensl ulcer. It was.also my impression that the duodenal
ulcer was. inactive before this illnesa ‘end the, .mitial illness caused by

the meta.l fumes aggravated the uleer rendering it more active, thus
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uaausing the hemorrhage. It is perfectly true that in meny instances
al ulecer, & hemorrhage will result; however, just prior
less, he app&rently was hamng no symptoms referable to

be capable of ag;gre.vatmg ei ucdenal ulcer«.

In conclusion, it is quite evidenmt ‘bitm“t ]
due to metal fumes, snd it would be of little srence- whether these
fumes were zine or lead; however, I am still of the seme opinion that lead
was present and thet his initiel 4L11ness eggravated en old duodenal ulcer,
which resulted in a. hemorrhage.

Jce.se, T do not think it i s necessary to offer eny
téstimony, snd we are leaving the decision to your
judgment. .

Shpuld you be in Roanoke at ény time, pleese drop in to see use

- Sim:re’fely yours,

(Signed) 3 D@Nofsinger, M,De -




