
/

March 1 3 ,  1 9 3 8

Dr, A, J .  Lanza 
A ss is tan t  Medical Director

p o l l  ban Life Insurance Co.
New Y o rk  C i t y  
Hew York

Dear Doctor Lanzat-

I  am a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  Is
v e r y  l i t t l e  T oan r i v e  you In the way o f  nee I n f o r ­
m ation  r 3 t c  the i n f l u e n c e  of  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  on 
m o r t a l i t y .  TJothing t h a t  I  have on the s u b j e c t  19 
n o r th  a n y t h i n g  In a 3 t a t l a t l o a l  s e n s e  s l n o e  I have 
o n ly  my own e x p e r i e n c e s  Ln the m a t t e r  o f  c l i n i c a l  
c a s e s  to go on, and t h e s e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  would be  of  
v e r y  l i t t l e  a s s i s t a n c e  to you.  In the c o u r s e  o f  
the p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I  have seen s e v e r a l  f a t a l  
c a s e s  o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  in c h i l d r e n  a3 the  r e s u l t  
of I n g e s t i n g  l e a d  from t o y s ,  p l a y  p e n s ,  and in one 
i n s t a n o e  c on tam in ate d  f o o d .  I  have a l s o  see n  s e v e r a l  
c a s e s  o f  f a t a l  e n c e p h a lo p a t h y  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the 
manufactrurw o f  w h i t e  l o a n .  I  have a l s o  had d i r e c t  
knowledge o f  s i x  or aeven deaths from a c u t e  o r g a n i c  
l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w ith  the o l e a n i n g  of 
s t o r a g e  tan ks  h e a v i l y  contaminated w i t h  t e t r a e t h y l  
l e a d  o r  I t s  d e c o m p o s i t io n  p r o d u c t s .  I  can not  con­
c e i v e  o f  th e s e  as h a v i n g  much a i g n l f l o a n e e  in r e l a t i o n  
to t h e  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n  of  m o r t a l i t y .  My e x p e - i e n c e  
l e a d s  me to b e l i e v e  t h a t  f a t a l  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g  I s  q u i t e  
uncorsnon and a s i d e  from the I n s t a n c e s  which I  have men­
t i o n e d ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f a t a l  o as es  ooour r a r e l y  e x c e p t  
l n  o o n n e o t io n  w i th  s h i p  b r e a k in g  or c u t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  
ln w h ich  an oxyaoetelene blowtorch l a  used on a h e a v i l y  
p a i n t e d  s u r f a c e  u nder  c o n d i t i o n s  ln whloh v e n t i l a t i o n  
i s  l a o k ln g ,  or v e r y  i n a d e q u a t e .

The only man T know who haa 
sy s te m a t ic a l ly  co l leo ted  data on th i s  s u b je c t  i s  one 
of my oolleagues  on the Committee on Lead Poisoning 
in the Sect ion  of I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene of the American 
Public  Health A sso c ia t io n .  I have no doubt you are 
f a m i l i a r  with soma of Dr. Hoffman's p u b l i c a t io n s  and 
I  b e l ie v e  he has the d a ta  on th i s  ques t ion  ln b e t t e r  
shape than almost anyone e lse  ln so f a r  as a v a i l a b l e  
s t a t i s t i c s  arc  concerned. I  personal ly  doubt the
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aocuracy of the s t a t i s t i c !  and In any c a s e  my Impression 
i s  t h a t  they shoe l i t t l e  evidence of a s ig n i f i c a n c e  of 
lead poisoning in m o r ta l i ty  tables*

I f  I  oan he of any asa ls tanoe
to you in g e t t i n g  Or. Hoffman*! r e p o r t s ,  do not h e s i t a t e  
to l e t  me b o n ,

S incere ly  yours,

RAKtls Robert A, Kehoe,

S 00890


