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Dear D r. Kehoet

I  have b e fo re  me a c la im  fbr  com pensation f i l e d  under our s ta tu te  
w herein th e  c la im a n t, a  sh ip y ard  em ployee, a l le g e s  th a t  due to  h is  
■ work as an ace ty le n e  bu rner b u rn ing  p a in t  from sh ips -which were under 
re p a i r  i n  B a ltim o re , he s u s ta in e d  an a c u te  le a d  po ison ing*

Two h ear in g s were h e ld  by me on the c la im , th e  f i r st  a t  which 
testim o n y  was g iven  by th e  c la im an t as w e ll as by  fe llow -w orkers and 
th e  sh ip y ard  o f f i c i a l s  w ith  re s p e c t  to  th e  k in d  o f  work whioh was. 
perform ed ahd th e  co n d itio n s  under which i t  was donei a t  th e  second 
hearing , h e ld  in  Roanoke, where th e  man had gone f or  t re a tm e n t, testim ony  
was taken  from th e  p h y s ic ia n  who had t r e a te d  him, and th e re  were ob­
ta in e d  cop ies o f  th e  h o s p i ta l  re c o rd  and a l l  o f  th e la b o ra to ry  t e s t s  
which were done. The em ployer, Bethlehem S te e l  Company, has opposed 
th e  c la im  on th e  ground th a t  th e  man d id  n o t s u f f e r  from le a d  p o iso n in g ; 
a h d ,fu r th e r ,  th e  Company has been concerned about the case because o f 
th e  many o th e r  employees which i t  has engaged in  s im i la r  a c t i v i t i e s .

I  have f e l t  t h a t  i t  would be o f  co n s id e ra b le  a s s is ta n c e  to  me in  
a r r iv in g  a t  a f a i r  d e c is io n  i f  I  m ight have th e  b e ne f i t  o f  m  o p in ion  
by you a f te r  you have rev iew ed th e  re c o rd ,  i f  you would be good enough 
to  undertake same. The t r a n s c r i p t  o f  th e  ev idence c o n sis ts  o f 166 
pages o f ty p e w r i t te n  te s tim o n y , d o u b le -sp ace , on o rd in a ry  l e t t e r - s i z e  
s h e e ts .  I  assume i t  would take you an hour or more to  read  t h i s .

W ill you k in d ly  adv ise me i f  i t  w i l l  be p o s s ib le  for  you to  r e ­
view  t h i s  reco rd  and g ive me th e  b e n e f i t  o f  your rep o r t  thereon»
I f  you w i l l  n o t i f y  me t h a t  you a re  a g re e a b le , I  w i ll  th e n  send on th e  
reco rd  to  you. Of co u rse , your u su a l fe e  f o r  s e rv ice s  in  m a tte rs  o f 
th i s  k ind  wpuld be p a id .  I  w i l l  aw a it your r e p ly ,  and t r u s t  t h a t  i t  
may be p o s s ib le  fo r  you to  a s s i s t  me.

Very t r u l y  y p u rs ,

E* V* P a rk e r,
Deputy Com m issioner.

EVP:R

KE 0016764

N19455


