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FDA Denied
Additional

Manpower

¥y LEE MCKUING
/ Ganaolt News Scrvice

WASHINGTON = In wpite of successive
scares from mercury in fish, dangerous chem.
joals 3n chicken and ezrs and biological poi-
aone In canned soup, the White House will not
1ot the lood and drug administration beel up
its field inzpection force.

Dr, Chariey .~dwards, head of the FDA,
would Jike five v, #ix Limes the 350 Inspectors
e now has to haixlle vhe glant Job of policing]
the $430 bjltion fodd Industry. ‘

Hut the White House's Offtce of Manage-
ment and Budget would allow only enough 16
hire about €O miure men in the FDA budget
reGueat for 1072

Undciinances undermanned,

anc the

BEORCY oARRGE COje Witit cyisey like the one .

that Jollowed a Wesichoster County, N.Y.,

- nv_i;\\"(-virultér'nc 1y thy e\rcck}s of
the vountary recall action, the FDA decided
1 hat it had to do the job fisell. Its first step
1 was to sead & federdl marsha to4he Bronx,
N.Y.. warehouse of Derkin Brothers In¢, 10
acizo 45,000 cahs of 130n Vivant SOups and
other eanned producis, —

Olher such seizures arc oapected. “Our
goal ke o account for every single cany R
FDA spokesman sarid. 13ut he admbited tha it
is impossible to track cvery Jasl can o a
comer grocery shelf or to someone’s home,
cup:\:n;;m ¥riday aleo scized neavly 1,000
dozen pges and 45,000 pounds of catfish food
— the lotter intended o feed 1ish in ponds in
the south aed southwest, where catfish grow-
fnglssnwp and coming industry.

The eggs and tne fish foed wore tainted
with polyehiorinated hipheayls, 8 DDT-like
substance thut loaked from the cooling syslem
ol a fixh meal plant in Wilmingtor, N.C. Fecd
from the same plant was traced to alarge
chicken producer, Holly Farms, recently snd
1ed o an oner to destroy 77,000 brotiers that
had been fed on it

Each time FDA stall momrbc;s ;‘:‘ee x;::l::

{r youline assignments o a1
:;le‘l"; Bon Vivant one, they 1ail farther and
farther behind oft thelr regular lmrpemonf:,
E tays the agency, imeressing he jikelihood that
there will be & fresh horror slory from some
ce.
°mo\:\l‘;“;boul 11,000 of the more than 0,000
tions subject to FDA {ood Inspections

e

man's death fyom eating canned vichy
that contained bowlinus polson.

Fvery time §t throws part of ils scanty
Zorces into an cljort 1ke the currentone to
rourd up cunned goods from the Bon Vivant
ant in Newark, N.J., the source of the dead-
iy #oup, it has 10 let hundreds of other planis
§0 unchecked. .

Edwards told a house subcommitice re.
contly that, beesuse of the Bon Vivant round-
up, there are at least 2,300 other food Process.
ing planis  that will not be inspected this
yoar, .

Tie FDA had noped that the Newark com-
pany Jiaclt and the Nationa) Cannera Axsocia-
tion would help It round up the estimated one
million cans of Bon Vivani-made products —
muarketed under more than 30 lahela

ar Rk is year,
checked each year, st ‘bcst, T
:;tm of the mereury ia fish, the contami-

1 Sec FDA, Page 2 ‘
i+ " FDA’ Checks Curiatied
Conthined © Rogers mald a s cicar wiat i

Y, "woclully undermanned and un
.+ for the Job of protectin the A:
sumor, and said Conpivss w:
the Jead la giving it whatii

nated flsh meal, the palsoned soup and other
speclal probiems, probably fower than 9,000
Inspoctions will be made. :
Edwards told a House Subcommiliee on'. 0LtAR - Ye
public. Helth and the Bavionmentthat,ak * poman Mo, Samse) crmine o pod:

Rave 19 tuke

-

MONS 0317273

“Iabsolutely sure thet no drageroin food fs mar-

wouid-cost;ieentintated-avout-Fiito
38 RO TOT TR BT W !
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‘{ been slapped down, but he admitied that the

dnrked out In confercaces with OMB.

though federa) Snxpeciors could never make, < Viilage, N.Y., lics paralyzcd and in cr.tical
R nec .
Retod. b CouMd o a pretts gond Job 1 e had - # /e O e B o o oty
1,800 men 0 the field tnatead T-8sh—¥rnt— - Her husband, who uppatently ate riove o"\l:e
$50 mi)- soup, dlied the next day. .
hThe Brn Vivant Newark plant, the Ragers
subcommitice war. told, h L oot
beommlittee Chairman Paul Rogers, D - ed  since May, 1067, On:dr::f;;'«:::"(\‘l
Fla,, asked Edwards whether the Office o1, ,sfnce FDA inspeciors cannot Inejoxi ev
Management and Budget had put a ceiling on plaat much oftencr than evry »ix oo ”
his budget reguest. Edwards loyally declined iry 10 judge which ones n;.' W N .
to say tiat e had arked for move moncy and nead close atiention )
The Bon Vivar L+ onthe nuris 3 p
Inspections, was craluvied &% & veatas
. high quality opeiation that could ra vy
passed over U necessary.

budget request for 1072 == which will permit
an increase of st mos| nspoctors — was




