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ATRMAIL - PERSONAL
Lesr Oécaf:

" 'We are attaching heretos copy of Cliff Lenington's report on hkis sctivities
for the psst week. As you kmow, Cliff spent his entire time at ithe Conti-
nental Refining Compuny's plant in Artesie investigating the exposure of
severzl men who were repsiring a 10,000 barrel lesded gesoline tank. -Also
attached you will find a copy of the Artesia advocate for Thursday December
14 whlch discusses this tank cleuning uxposure. ’

I think you eill sgres that this wes nandled very well on the part of the
. newspaper, If there are any further articlea in the newspaper we ¥ill see
1fth&t copies are aent to you. fj;_-**

Clirf'a report ie complete and we believe covers. the ”gap“ in this story. ’

‘Undoubtedly the report anrd the findings of . the Hedical Department will fully
camplete this story so that we will koow what toido im the future to prevent’

Lf;the recurrence of such s situetion,.  ¥We. will definitely ksep you adviseo as
© to any further davelopxents AR S T , .

- BRB/bhar,
stt&Ch.

éci Dr. R. A. Rahoa - Perscnal -~ Airmail
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%‘.:&;-sigz R ».‘,3%‘
Ma»m, g*‘ 2;»&:

‘dille,pie~,oontinental 611 Ty D
an hoapitnlized after “Orkinngiyaﬁ'jj:*:;
8. 27th and was finjgy hod. 1
yfme._ : Lot wp

1 mailed you afdetailed supplenientery’ roport after recciviny ths o
san time Xr, Gillespie and. D,. :Btroup, the physicinn in ¢ arm of Lhe anas
* o’ I afcontact with out Ketterlnﬂ Labratcriee *n Conelnsts, uh.c. Thate 43¢ zQ:
] vere gtfa;losa to determins ‘the’ cause of the. above A1llness and as & 1t roeops in
their attempt at diagnosis they docided to enll me in regerd o the POBC loll.,j‘or‘
1s9ad poisoning and eapecially since ons case was bacoming pﬂtu1u41,.~; Sorlo . b

-

‘.wao -for this reasen that they contacted me and 1 in turn coptaetcu cur “ulen { Ifigs
: shlch. rﬂaulted in Dy utfo&p & above mantioned censultation wiil ‘ho ictierin | Labrae

g toriee.'

_The fbrgo;ng rosulted in nr. Schredin making a tr p accompaniad by me, Lo airieein, L. .
“In the .following pararraphs I will attempt to explain in deitail all fra nrr:;zicns
aurrounding thie tank and hops that in some way wo mipght hit upen shs sually hape
panad to these men. 'Possibly somo of the other Safety knginesrz upon rcaAJn; theco
circumatancea_might,havs ‘pore ideas or experience in regard to uny of the conditions
mhich occurrade I sm not going intc detnil in regerd to tha physicnl conliticn ef
thenbovae. patients . as that id strictly up to Drs Schraiin/e 4 1 sex it vy concern in
‘this matter lies in the condition of the tank. ,.thc procadurad used in clomin: tha
tank and what ever :informstion I geined on my lest trip thore afior the ra}“_r:}am
;been’ almost completed and how this: work. Had bavn carrled out and what 17 enythin-

‘had’ Occurrud that wag unuaual. gf s

AS ﬁ etcted nhove wa atarted this tank clpaning on. \ovembar tre 27k and finished 34
ovembar tha 29th. Let me make. 3t cléar here that this tank was cleancd for ihe pur-
pose ‘of pouring concrete onlys They were difinitely Anformad that this ~ank was not
‘lead free. and consoquantly was unsafe for any iype.ol hot worke Let me disress from
“the. subject a moment and state here that'in zy opinion, and ny reporta will ben» i«
out, e tenk is nevor lead free unlees itihas been sanblastad. b this I mean aboolutrl
safo for any type of vorke. I do coneider certain types of clauning as being osate fov
certain types of work and 1 state now.that in my opinion thie tank was pafe Tor tic
.. type of work tc be donc and my examination on my seccnd trip back bears e out in iial
“ the bhottom of this tank wae safe to be workad on in the ortholox nanner, and for wint

thcv suid thay were zoing to o.v
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Pago TWO

Thia t nk cleaning prom'esaed wlthout. incidmt and all on"t:tj prcaut ions worc oboery
%o finished the clomning in the nvening and the tank hottom was dry that is the slud
_hed heen removed and the bottom awweped ‘#ith fullers earth. They turned in the ofean
J-4hat night and accordinv 4o their reporta the tank was steamed tha nizrtes of the 26t
"“and 30th. Then ‘he tank: lay idle one day and then tho stoem wae agnin on the night o
. “December the 2nd and was oteared all ‘dsy snd night of the 3rd. The tank loy idle unt
-5j,the 9th -of December. vhen thoy started work. Before work started the tank was teoted
. for gas and was found'to bo gas froe. Thirteen men entored the tank to pour the conw
reto. Four men out. o-)theoo thirteen were hoepitalized and ono of these men, luey
pbles was cne of tho original tank cleanors and he was ﬁiamiaaad from the hospital
‘after one days At noon two' of the uen complained Lhat thoy' wore'not 'fesling well snd
_;the above Fuey Nebles was one of thom and he did not re-cnter the tank and i3 now
. .well, the othor Re L, Bynum, the men who bocaroe most seriously 111 and finally died
_powentared the tank and finighod the days worls The complete list of the mon end
‘their conditiom will be forwnrded to you by the Madicsl Department end there is no
neod for ay duplicut;n" it, howaver, if you 8o requent I have 1t vvailcbla.

: "his was a 10,000 barrel tenk witk a curvs& roof and had been 1n service 2J yeara

" snd was insislled second hand. It hed a 25" monhesd, ono 4% snd 6" opening at the
oppoirite eids from the manhead, ens 4" and 6" cpening on ‘he rooTs This tank did net
have a water draw. The bettém leaked but not suffociontly to drain o‘f the steam
condensato, so before work was started a hole had to ba punched in the boiton so tha
water could be draincd. Yhen iire Gillespie , DH. Schradin and I looked at the tenk
for the purposo ¢f finding lerke there was no evidence of ouch laske. A7 you know
it was first thought when hearing of thie acoidont that the cenditicon of this tank
‘bottom wan so dad that there nizht have been & poscibility of slulpe ocozing throush
the botton end thus casusning a hazard. Upon sxamination this condition hss bomn elin
inatad ontirelye The only thing that they did in their procedure in repairing this
tenk that I peracnally hove hed no exporience with and vhich may or may not have co

" 4ributed to the accident wno that en air hoso connacted to treir conpressor was in-
stalled in thae Lank opporite fron the manhead the idea of which was to give the men
‘more ir whilo thay worked, Now, as 1 sec It ihere are sevorcl possibilitises connec
with this procetura, Test were wade snd our iiedieal Departzent will evaluato ther.
A Tar as the clearing end the repair of this tank is concerned there wae nothing

1fat was dono thel wae not in accord with our known rulcn and regulnt-cns for asfa

it thera nye any qu«atxona in your mind which I Lave not unswered I Jould epprecia
" hesring from you. Therec are so many thingﬂ concerned in a situation of this type t
it is difficult to report them., If ycu, with more inowledge than ¥, have any criti

of my handling of his affair from slart to finich, it wcula be fully appreciatad.
.1 had the same situstion to arise I could not do differontly and my main interect
1e in tho preveniion of a re—occurrance. :
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