My initial Involvement
In my initial activist involvement I became involved with the rising water in the Travonia and
Emma Mines in Butte known as the West Camp System. In 1984, water in these mines began to
rise as a result of the Berkeley Pit and Butte Mine Flooding rising water that was initiated when
the underground mine pumps were shut off a the Kelley Mine on April 22,1982. Water rose to
the point where the contaminated water became a danger of discharging to Silver Bow
Creek and flooding of Basements in the Central Butte Area as happened in 1964 when
these mines were shut off by the Anaconda Company from the other active mine workings
in Butte.

Throughout this process in dealing with the rising mine water and trying to address the
problem with a responsible solution, the community and its leaders were informed {lied to}
by Environmental Agency Representatives {John Wardell and Russ Forba} that they had
“on the shelf technology ” to adequately address the issue if and when a problem arose. As
the contaminated water rose to the point where discharge to Silver Bow Creek was
inevitable there was in fact no “on shelf technology” available as promised by the agencies
to address the issue. I will address this issue in further detail in this report.

To address this issue, I need to step back in time and into the history of Butte Mining to
explain my initial involvement:
In 1959 a nine month long Butte Miners Strike took place in Butte by the various Butte Unions
against the Anaconda Company. Upon the settlement of the strike, the Anaconda Company made

the decision to no longer mine at the Travonia and Emma Mines in Butte.

These two mines were bulk headed {mine tunnels filled with concrete} to prevent them from
being connected to the other active mines. Water was no longer pumped from these two mines
and they were allowed to flood and fill with contaminated mine water. Water began to rise in
these two mines to the point where in 1964 water began to discharge from the mines and began
to flood basements in the area in Butte known as the Central Butte Area. The area is located just
above Front Street and north to Mercury Street where the uptown Pork Chop Johns 1s located.
This is the point in time that established that there are two basic mining areas in Butte known as
the East Camp and West Camp Mine Workings. The West Camp consists of the Emma and
Travonia Mines and the East Camp is all of the other mines and the Berkeley Pit.

Joe Roberts a local Butte businessperson, and owner of Robert’s Rocky Mountain Equipment,
located in the area, also relayed to me a story of a Mack Truck, he was demonstrating to a
potential buyer, breaking through the surface. A crane was used to raise the truck and he could
see a stream of copper water with mine timbers flowing west toward Silver Bow Creek

To alleviate the contaminated water from discharging into the alluvium in the area and to stop
the flooding of basements a relief well known as Well 21 was drilled to lower the water table in
the area. Water flowed from this well as an artesian well and water dropped in the Travonia and
Emma Mines over 400+feet. The water remained at that level until 1983.
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It is believed the Bulkheads in the Travonia Mine were in fact leaking and the water was actually
being pumped from the Kelley Mine in the East Camp System and thus the water in the West
Camp system no longer rose. Water remained at this level until January 1983 when water in the
Berkeley Pit rose to a level where water reached the elevation where the Bulkhead were located
in the Travonia Mine and once again water began to rise in the West Camp System. I would
estimate using Bureau of Mines data that the bulkheads were located at the S350 United
States Geological Elevation in the Travonia Mine. In documentation provided to me by the
Montana Bureau of Mines, which I have included in this report, water rose to within a few feet of
reaching the Silver Bow Creek Alluvium in the area.

Camp Dresser McKee also documented the potential discharge of West Camp Mine Water
Camp Dresser McKee an Environmental Protection Agency contractor also conducted research
on the West Camp system. This is how they described the seriousness of the situation.
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To address the issue of the rising Travonia and Emma Mine water, I contacted Don Peoples the
Butte Silver Bow Chief Executive. With his leadership and assistance we made this information
available to the community and the State through the Butte media. Working with Montana
Governor Ted Schwinden and United states Senator Conrad Burns and with the assistance of the
Montana Bureau of Mines, we were able to begin a process of pumping water from the Travonia
Mine and treating it at the Butte Metro Sewer Treatment Plant. Pumping began on December 18,
1987. As a result of the pumping, water has remained below the Critical Water Level {5335’} in
the area and thus prevented the flow of groundwater from discharging to Silver bow Creek or
into the alluvium and prevented the flooding of basements in the Central Butte Area as occurred
in 1959,

The most important point that needs to be made concerning the West Camp Mine Water issue
was the fact that the Environmental Protection Agency continually informed the community
that they were on top of things and we had nothing to worry about because they had
“technology on the shelf” to handle the problem. The reality was they did not! 1f it were not for
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the Community of Butte and Chief Executive Don Peoples making the decision to allow the water to be
piped and treated at the Butte Metro Plant, the water in all probability would have discharged to Silver

Bow Creek.

Montana Standard Article indicating technology not “on the Shelf” as assured

by the

Environmental Protection Agency to the Ieaders and res:dents of Butte.
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