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When l  a r r iv e d  on th e  so an®, a l l  o f  th e  above had t ra n s pire d . Two negroes* employees 
of' your © ongtayetlen cestpaay, were a t  work in  tank  Ho. 1* ols&ning up two spaces 
rn  th e  c t to a  f i r  approxim ately 10 f a c t  square, f o r  th e  purpose o f  experim enting w ith  
so«ie p a in t .  Vihen I  em s 'n ed  th o se  tno negroes, th e y  were w earing c a n is te r  masks, 
but were naked from th e  w a is t  up and w earing o ld  shoes Which were l i t e r a l l y  f i l t h y  
w ith  m a t  and dust from th e  t a d : .  The two negroes were s e ra p i tg  up w ith  w ire  brushes , 
la rg e  sh e v e lfu l is  o f a  perssderly d u s t ,  rc so .b l in g  ru s t ,  and throw ing i t  ou t t in  la rg e  
ta&Tihole, &p r  o x lm te ly  two fe e t f ron th e  bottom, o f th e  ta n k . This dtsst end rug t  
was f lung  on a  concrete ¿jlatfcrm  extend ing out frees th e  bottom o f  the ta s k  arid th e  
dust portions, were flow ing away w ith  th s  w ind,

Tpcu question ing  your Ar* Smith, I found th ese  two negroes were expected to  be in  
th e  tan k  about an hour l ; .% e r . X in s tru c te d  him a t  t h a t  tim e t o  send them  issEedtately 
to  fch© showers* to  rerove frc-n th e a  th e  c lo th es  th ey  were w earing , to  destroy  "fee 
shoes end to  send the o v e ra lls  c th e  laundry . The o ve ra lls  were o f th s  v a r ie ty  
iro n  th e  w a is t down, leav ing  th e  negroes naked frees, the m is e  up. This L r . Smith 
screed  to  do , fu rn ish in g  th em  gross w ith  new g ross and c lean  o v e ra l ls .

A fte r th e  above nspee ticn , I went t o  tank  *o . 8 where th e  Haw/end Iron Works had 
a ra th e r  la rg e  fo rc e -  p o ssib ly  7 o r 8 s;en* employed g u ttin g  in  a  new bottom . Upon 
in v e s t ig a t io n , ? found th a t  th s  l a s t  gaao lira  was drawn out o f  tan k  ?Jo. 6 on Ju ly  
13th , 1CSS, and steamed f o r  thro-» days- Ju ly  lflftjh* 15 th , and 1 6 th . Ths tank  was th en  
o.-ened f o r  v e n t i la t io n  and remained th a t  way u n t i l August 1 8 th , approxim ately one 
uonth l a t e r ,  a t  which tin®  i t  was cleaned* I  a s  to ld  th e  sane or®? was used in  
c lean ing  t h i s  ta n s  th a t  is  a t  ¿ re se n t s ic is  in  this h o s p i ta l .  A fte r the  c le a n in g  crew 
was removed, ISaa-icad Ires Jerks wont in to  th e  tank and pa in ted  th e  bottom w ith  a sp h a lt 
and was a t  th e  .re s e n t tim e welding in  a now bottom .

I was in tank: ho* 0 on sev e ra l occasions during, ihe  'a t ta r  p a r t  of la s t  week* X no­
bleed a la rg e  a sean t of d u st Slowing through th e  a t nosphere and -that th e  workmen 
did: not have th e  , roper c lo th in g  and were nob equipped w ith  gasmasks. They have been 
wording i.i th is  a tm apho re  fo r  s e v e ra l days and X am a t  a  lo ss  to  understand why 
a l l  o f  | th e n  have- not been taken  s ic k ,  un less i t  la  because th e  bottom o f  th e  tan k  
was- pa in ted  w ith  a sp h a lt th e reb y  s e t t  l in g  th e  d u st to  th a t  e x te n t, add because 
the. workmen were working around on new re ta l»  wide and long  s te e l  plate© which 
a re  being used to  :.:&k© th s  new bottom . I  -told you over the  te lephone l a s t  week 
and a s  s t i l l  Inc lined  t o  b e l ie v e  th a t  th ese  imn a re  e v en tu a lly  going t o t e  s ic k , 
though l a ia je re ly . hope th e y  w i l l  n o t .  ‘ ’

A fte r f ind ing  th i s  s ta te  o f a f f a i r s ,  X ta lk e d  to- our A ss is ta n t S&lss A&mger*
Sr*, o* a* Lewis, in  Hew York ws», in  tu rn *  ta lk e d  w ith L r . Sanders in  C iso innati*  
Luring a eoarer^a-ticn  w ith  you over the.-.telej^-ae- lo s t-w eek , you s ta t e d  you had - 
heard: from h r .  Sanders *uad. th a t  fell h a d  w r i t te n -yon.-a n e th e r s a r c a s t i c ' l e t t e r .  X 
have b e fo re!m  a, ■ l a t t e r  A ndtet 28 thw h ich  is  eo ty  o f  33r* Sander»*» l e t t e r  -
addressed t o  sir* W* w ith  co p ies  to  Oscar' Lewis in Hew York,. Harry
-ack in  Payton, and m yself. I f  t h is  is  th e  l e t t e r  to  w hich you r e f e r ,  X f o i l  t o  * '
f ind  any s a rc a s t ic  phraseology. Br* Sanders state®  t/ a t  neeord irg t o  h is  in fo rm -  
t i o s ,  *c-ur requirem ents fo r  t h i s  procedure ( task  c lean ing ) were to ta l l y  d isregarded**  
t h i s  is  a mere s ta te ineat o f  fact*!' You ihr& fter.adv ised me over th e  te lep h o n e -th a t . 
lav- company was o f  t  he opin ion b h a | you p e rso m lly had issued  in s tru c t io n s  to  
d is reg ard  o v r ru le s  and re g n la t io f» *  This m ast ?:» an  im pression on th e  p a rt of 
ay company w ith  th e  excep tion  of m yself, fo r  X know noth ing about in s tru c t io n s  ... 
you. issued  whfa you were i  « Savaarmh. I  a a  to ld ,  he.,.ever, th a t  Mr. il„ coon» ' jfeC
reminded you on August 20th  th a t  th e  » leaning--ru le» and re g u la t io n , were n o t being-,'- / 
adhered to* and X foo l reasonab ly  sijare you observed t hi s  f o r  y>«rself* ' Bwt, no '• ■ 
a c tio n  was taken  by youi. This s t^ t *  .of .a ffB ir»  were passed on t o  Lr* lew is* y  •

At the tim e we i a l  ed, i t  woe »grfed  th a t  no fu r th e r procedure ii. -sank Ho* 1 was
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necessary  a s  th e -w o rt had b3s a6soa^ l0t©d and th a t . th e  tsea w ars not going, back  in to  
•eh© tanc anyway. Jowevsr, i  cha caao o f  tank t o ,  3, you In s tru c ted  -■ -£* t e  issue  any 
fu r th e r  o rders ’ i i a l t  ad v isab le  end th a t  kr*  Cocas would so« bh«yw <*re c a r r ie d  o u t , 
Y ck 'a ls t .ssised th a t .  I  head!«' .the Jfesjoad ;'tr ‘co ''% rks ei& ioy& m -w  d is c re e t ly  a« pesai*

th e  coo-eot of t h i s  l e t t e r  is  no t to  p lace th e  - la s»  on any ind iv idua l o r  in d iv id u a ls , 
but to  reminet you -hat i f  p ra c tise s  o f th is  na tu re  &r© to  be continued la th e  clean« 
Ligj- o f  te^M s, a e r t s t j ^  'to. bdimlsgK fewevsr, i f  our ru le s  and'
rer.uJa felons a re  r ig id ly  adhered to ,  .: o-i p o s it iv e  th a t  :.o unsafe i s  fac to ry  ecus©« 
quenoe* w i l l  be onco n&ered,

- would be g lad  to  oor» to  . ooiavill© - a t  .any t i ne  sad  d iscu ss th is  m a tte r w ith  you 
i f  you w i l l  b u t advise*' io t*  easoany has a  la rg e  ©unbar o f  te rm ina l tanks a s  y e l l  •»  
la rg e  bull« la n ts  which In a l l  p ro b a b i l i t ie s  a re  «leaned ra th e r  o f ten *  l  imagine 
that, a-:- s ir -re  in  th e  -entueky t e r r i t o r y ,  a  c lean in g  opera tic : la  going on praets.«- 
oal+y a l l  th e  t i n e ,  i  /save ra t ie e d  in  oasee o f eompanlfs o f  th e  sis® o f th e  iJantuoky 
Co’s^any th a t  f req u en tly  th e  uansfssaswsb provide« oa# o r  ttor® persons., e v e r t s  las tank 
c lean in g , whp devote t h e i r  f u l l  asd undivided tlm® to t h i s • one o p e ra tio n , going 
iron* s ta t e  - t f  s t a t e ,  fjpoe» te rm in a l to  te rm in a l, where- ta i i :  - c lean ing occasion say 
arisje* Iheae experts  ca rry  w ith  -ohoa s u i ta b le  b o o ts , c lo th e s , -¡¿as. aaafcs, g love»,
©fee.; >;en. a  e loan ln . operation  i s  I«.*died in. an e f f i c ie n t  e-anner s im ila r  to  t h i s ,  
neveirHeied any d i f  i  is u l ty  boon encountered*

In cloainfj X- m ight s ta te  th a t  ur*  .- i t iu a i l le r  o f  our Medical ^ e p sr tse n t w i l l  be i a  
XobijL© on iledaesday* 2nd, sad  from th e re  w i l l  go d ir e e t l y  t o  Savansah
where i hoi:.® to  n e s t  w ith  him '.and ob ta in  any f ar th e r  s»  ic&l adv ice he might have
to  o f f e r ,  •

cc - l *.Le s te r  ’¿.Sande rs , Cl e im a t i * 
. r-d,B*Lew is, Kew iforle 
- r » v io le tt©, b ou iw ille ,. 
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. r*H,K. Hodgson »Atlanta»
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