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T THE TURN OF THIS CENTURY, the advertising man-
A_ ager of the Sherwin-Williams Company proposed
that his firm adopt a new trademark. He had already
prepared one suggestion, and he presented it 1n the
form of a rough sketch. It showed a pail of “SWP”
ready-mixed paint pounng over the globe. Henry AL
Sherwin, the conservative New Englander who had
founded the company, was intrigued with the design
He had reservations about adopting it, however He
felt it was not entirelv appropriate. for while Sherwin-
Willams pants nere cven then being sold all over the
Unuted States, the firm had luttle foreign business

These reservations were overcome by Walter H.
Coltingham, the firm’s gencral manager and M
Sherwin's successor as president “Let's adopt the
trademark.” he said, “‘and make 1t come true **

Mr Cottingham’s argument presailed. and in 17205,
the '‘cover the earth” emblem became Sherwin-
Williams' official 1nsigmia. In the half cenctury that has
passed since then, Sherwin-Williams has established 1ts
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trademark on a worldwide basis. Indicative of the ex-
tent of the markets served by this Cleveland, Obhio,
firm is the fact that its trademark is currently registered
1n more than 65 countries, and its “cover the earth”
slogan has been translated into languages ranging from
Arahic to Vietnamese.

Sherwin-Williams'  growth in this country and
abroad has made 1t the world's largest paint manulac-
turer  Todav the company produces some 15,000
separate items of 400 different tvpes These products
arc developed and manufactured by a network of 19
domesnc and 15 forcign laboratorics and plants, and
they are distributed I thousands of independent deal-
e1s and branch stores throughout the United States and
in most other countnies of the Free World,

Ready-to-Use Paints

Founded in Cleveland 1n 1866, Sherwin-Wilhiams
carly achieved an important place 1n the paint industry
as a pioncer producer of rehiable, ready-to-use “sheif
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The “cover Yhe earth” trademark, familiar the world over, 1den-
tfles slores in which Sherwin-Williams paoint praducis are 1old.

goods ” When Heary A Sherwin entered the coatings
ficld, pamters had to prepare their own paints. The
purchased the raw materials, or ‘““makings”—chiefls
white lead, linseed oil, turpentine and pigments, 1 a
very limited range of colors—and then mixed them to
produce a usable coatings product. The process was
time-consuming and messy, and the results were not
alwavys sausfactory

The Sherwin-Williams Company helped change this
situation when, in 1880, 1t introduced S\WP read:-
mixed exterior house paint This product—a result of
a series of painstaking laboratorv cxperiments and
tests—was one of the first prepared paints to appear on
the market.

Convenience and Quality

The convenience of SWP was a big selling posnt. hut
the company still had to overcome customers’ douhts
ahout the performance of prepared paints 1t did so by
hacking the new product with a full guarantec The
comlxnation of convenience and assured quality made
SWP an immediate success

Thus success caused the Cleveland firm to stop retail-
ing paint ingredients and concentrate on the formula-
tion and marketing of packaged. prepared paints Over
the years, Sherwin-Williams developed a broad. con-
standy 1mproving line of home paints, industnal
finishes, and specialized coatngs products As a result,

The river of paint produced by Sherwin- Williomsis cap-
lured ot the filling machine. Filling the cons, sealing them
and attathing the lahels are oll done oulamotically.
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today there is hardly a surface or object that cannot be
coated with a Sherwin-Williams finish. Whether it’s a
home or a factory, a plane or a piano, a cotton picker
or a kitchen cabinet, there is a specially formulated
Sherwin-Williams product that can be used for pratec-
tion and enhanced appecarance.

Paints for Home Use

To the general public, Shecwin-Willams s best
known for its line of paint products for home use. This
line includes paiats sn a kaleidoscope of colors, wood
stains, varnishes. glazing commpounds. and a complele
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Sherwin-Williams plants are laid out so that raw materiols are
converted into coatngs products in o smooth, unbroken sequerce,

sclection of painting tools and accessorics. Among the
most popular products in the company's line of housc-
hold paints are Super Kem-Tone interior wall paint,
Kem-Glo enamel, and S\WP and A-100 Latex extenor
house paints

A-100 Latex house paint is a2 recent addition o the
company's product line and s notable for its combina-
tion of many valuable features. It is casy to apply and
dries 1n 30 minutes—Ubefore bugs or dirt can harm its
surface The tools used in applying it may be clcaned
easily in soap and water Another advantage of A-100
1s that it can be applied to a damp surface alter a
morning dew, or following a rain. The paint may be
used on all the exterior surfaces normally emploved in
modern home construction.

Because of their ease of application, outstanding per-
formance and attractive appearance, Sherwn-Williams
house paints are widely used by the do-it-soursell hoine
decorator. Howevcr, these and uther products of the
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company are cqually popular with professional painters

In the United States, basic distribution of Sherwin-
Williams paints, painung tools and accessories 1s
through local distributors, such as hardware stores,
lumber yards, department stores and pant and wall-
paper stores All told there are some 50,000 such
outlets in this country.

A number of these dealers have handled the com-
panv's paints for Hftv years or more Dean of them all
1s the Hoyt Hardware Store in Defiance, Ohio It has
stucked and sold Sherwin-Williams products contnu-
ously since 1870

In addition (o sclhng through ndependent dealers
Sherwin-Wilhams operates its own branches The first
was established at Worcester, Massachusetts, in (R}
Currently there are more than 1,200 of these branches
located from coast to coast They perform a number
of funcuons They are strategically located rctail out-
lets serving hoth the general public and the professional
painter. They also serve as warchouses lrom which
local dcalers can quickly replemsh their stoeks or ob-
tawn special items they do not regularly carry And thev
provide technical advice and the coatings matenals to
take care of the maintenance and product-finishing
necds of industrics in the areas thev serve

Technical Finishes for Industry

Industrial finishes supphied by Sherwin-Wilhawms are
uscd to coat many different consumer products From
the titne he reaches for the alarm clock 1n the morning
unul he caps a tube of tooth paste at the cnd of the
day, a person may have repeated contacts with
Sherwin-Williams finishes These fimishes range from
the bright colored lacquers on lead pencils 10 the
rugged weather-resistant coatngs on huge bulldozers
and carth-moving cquipment

Product finishes formulated by the Cleveland firm
can be as different and distinctive as the latest fashions
in clothes. For example, the outer surface of an air
conditioner may be enhanced by a special coating that
produces a “hammered effect.” A typewnter. business
machine, or camnera may be given a rich, digmified ap-
pcarance by an intricately embossed or patterned
finish. A finc prano or a handsome wood cabinct mas
derive its nch appcrarance from a carefully selecicd
assortinent of complementary finishing matenials that
are applied by hand.

Most product fimishes perform the dual job of in-
crcasing the product's duralnlity while adding to tts
beauty and sales appeal. In other cases. protection 1s
the primary job to be performed by a finish For ex-
ample, while the beautiful, stain-resistant enamels of
kitchen cabinets, refrigerators, washing machines and
other appliances catch the ¢cye of everyone, underneath
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A battery of pipes, pumps, valves and meters
tontrols the type ond amount of liquid row
materials introduced In @ mixing operohon.

An order is filled from stock at @ warehouss. Sherwin-Willioms’
lina of products intludes approximately 15,000 separote items.
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the surface and out of sight are special insulating var-
nishes and compounds that guard windings and coils 1in
clectric motors against heat, moisture and corrosion

Resins for Coatings

In many of its finishes, Sherwin-Williams uses resins
and other coatings products supplied by Rohm & Haas
The lisc includes Acryloid, Amberol, Duraplex, Rho-
plex and Uformite resins: Acrysol Jatex thickeners and
dispersing agents: Tamol dispersing agents, and Triton
surfactants. Sherwin-Williams also emplovs acrylic and
methacrylic monomers manufactured by Rohm & Haas

An Ambero! phenolic resin developed by Rohm &
Haas was the frst synthetic restn to be marketed in the
United States. Introduced n the mid-1920%, this resin
permitted the production of the (amuliar fast-driing
“four-hour” varnishes. At present. more than 20
Amberol phenolic and maleic resins are offered. Thev
are used in the production of many tvpes of coaungs,
including varnishes, lacquers, enamels, printing inks,
and finishing systems for food cans.

In addition to the Amberol resins, Rohm & Haas has
developed a serics of other synthetic resins that are
widely used 1n air-dry and Laked finishes. The Acryloid
resins are polymers of acrylic and methacrvlic esters.
prepared in solvent solutions and in solid form Thev
are used to produce hard, clear thermoplasuc and
thermoset coatings with cxcellent adhesion Ufornute
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urca. melamine and triazine formaldehyvde resins are
widely used in baking enamels for automobiles, appli-
ances and furmiture Duraplex alkvd resins also arc
used tn thesc types of finishes—frequently 1n combina-
ton with Ulormite resins.

I'he Rhoplex resins were the first acrilic resin emul-
souns desgned peafically for use in water-hased paings.
Laants bav o an Rhoplex aceshic emulvons mas be used
for both interor and cxterior applications These
pawts are notable for their case of application, fast
drving speed, lack of painiy odor, case of clean up, and
excetlent duratnhiny

Syvathetc resins and other couatings products of
Rohm & Haas hase heen the basis (or inany unproved
fintshes, and have contrnibuted signmificantly to the rad-
ical chanees i paint producuon that have taken place
o e A Sherwin=\lbams exeeutine has surnmed
up those develupmenty as follows, * Prohably more 1m-
provements have been made 1n paint during the last
quarter-centurv than 1n all prior scars combined ™

Young Product Line

These improvements are reflected throughout the
Cleveland company's own product line For example,
mare than 50 percent of the firm’s industnal finishing
products have heen introduced within the past decade
Of 1ts “shelf goods”~—products bought by the home
owner and professional panter—more than 25 per-
cent have been developed within the last ten years.

These new products arc the result of Sherwin-
Williams' emphasis on research and the scienufic devel-
opment of coaungs materials and equipment This
cmphasis is a traditon at the Cleveland frm The
onzinal SWP reads-mined paint was developed
through careful rescarch and tnial applicauons Esen
the mill for procesung the prepared paint wax desizned
and cngincered In the paint maher Subsequenthy. in
1884, thc company became vne of the first firms in the
paint industrs 1o employ a full-time chemust

Today, Sherwin-Wilhams emplovs more than 3t
chemists and other scientists tn its s anous laburaton»s
Thewr work ranges from pure research to on-the.gob
qualin conwrol Much of the basic rescarch is per-
formed at the companv's new research center n
Chicago Herc, using the nost inodern mstruments and
apparatus asailable. scicnusts test new materials and
new processes in their ceascless quest for impron ed coat-
ings products Addiuenal devclopmental work and pre-
cisc qualits control are done in laboratories at each of
Sherwin-Williams™ 34 domestic and foreign plants

[ts combination of human skill and research and
production facilities has enabled Sherwin-Williams to
develop a constanuy expanding, constanty improving
line of industrial and trade sale paints and accessories
Todav, morc than cver, Sherwin-Williams paints
“cover the earth,” both in terms of wide distribution
and in terms of meeting an almost all-cncompassing
varicty of coatings needs
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To the generol public, Sherwin-Willioms
is best known for the paint products 1t
mokes for home use. Hawever, the com-
pany clso makes a full line of indusinal
finishes and speciol coatings products.
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