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A@ A/C Pipe

Producers Association

1600 Witson Bovtevord,
Suite 1308

Adinglon, Virginio 22209
(203) 8411556

‘ At s
sSeptember 10, 1981

Dr. Georg;e E. Symons
86 Edgewood Avenue
Larchmont, New York 10538

‘Dear Dr, Symons:

Enclosed is my ballot on Draft £5 of the proposed AWWA Policy Statement on
Asbestos in Drinking Water.

I do not favor ineluding paragraph 5 in the Policy Statement. The
recommendation that "u)tilities should minimize the possibility of asbestos fibers in
drinking water", after stating that AWWA "believes there is no demonstrated risk
associated with ingestion of asbestos in drinking water," weakens considerably the very
foundation of the basic policy statement. Tacitly, it is only numbers away from
recommending & MCL for asbestos in drinking water. Water quality goals for non-
corrosivity and turbidity already are articulated in AWWA's statement of policy, "Quality
Goals for Potable Water," adopted by the Board of Directors on Jauuary 28, 1968. Not -
only is it redundant to restate these general recom mendatxons,;xt-acam ralses implied
concerns not supported by the basie premise of the pohcy.

I also oppose transmittal of the "Commentary" to Trustees of the Water Quality
Division. The faets in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the "Commentary™ are well known and
represent a small, elementary portion of the body of science reviewed and discussed by
the Committee. Quite frankly, I would be amazed if the Trustees were not aware of
these very simple facts.
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Further, in the last paragraph of "Commentary", the phrase "Until it is proven"
supports the belief that there is some undetermined risk to ingesting asbestos via
drinking water, a view supported further by recommending water utilities "minimize the
possibility of asbestos fibers in drmkmg water."® As previously stated, this eguivocates
the Committee's position that there is no demonstrated risk assocxated with asbestos
fibers in drinking water. For these reasons, I recommend that only the Policy Statement
be forwarded to the Trustees.

Respectfully yours,
A/C PIPE PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION

% "\
@1 C. Ja\:kson
”"Q&}“‘\S .
JCJd/ajb
ce: Ad Hoe Committee Members

A. Kahn, Esq.
_ N. Rahn, Esq.

SIS/2 gmuy
Chrono
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AWWA Water Quallty Division
Ad Hoc Committee on Asbestos in Drlnklng Water

[

Draft No. 5 ) ' Aug. 12, 1981

AWWA Policy Statement on Asbestos in Drinking Water

" The American Water Works Association believes there is no
demonstrated risk associated with the ingestion of asbestos in.
drinking water. 3

Approve ___ X Disapprove

Reason for disapproval

The American Water Works Association believes that no
demonstrated health risk exists related to the ingestion of
asbestos in drinking water.

5 ee e e ome - -

Approve Disapprove X

Reason for disapproval

g On-the-basis--of-thie- bca;ref -$he-Association- recommemds -tirt:
In accordance with this policy, the Association recommends that:

“ ( Strike out one)

1. The Association keep its members fully informed on the sub-
Ject of asbestos in drinking water.

Approve X Disapprove _ -

Reason for.d&approval

2, -Water utilities {&%bw'ld) share this information with their
customers and with local health authorities, when appropriate
to the local situation. '

Approve with word "should" added
Approve without the word "should" added X
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Disapprove both statements

Reason for disapproval.

Evefy vater utility should be prepared to respond promptly,
to the extent of its knowledge, to public inquiries made about
asbestos in the local drinking water supply. ‘

Approve X Disapprove
Reason for diaapproval

Every water utility should be prepared %o respond promptly
.to the extent of its knowledge,.to public inguiries about
the number of asbestos fibers in the local drinking water

- supply.

Approve Disapprove X

Reason for disapproval

Utilities which use asbestos-cement pipe in the water system
should follow established and approved AWWA procedures for
handling, cutting, machining, and tapping pipe.

Approve X Disapprove

Reason for disapproval

Utilities which use asbestos-containing materials should fol-
low established and approved AWWA procedures, particularly with

respect to handling, cut®ing, machining, and tapping asbestos-
cement pipe. ’

Approve Disapprove X

Reason for disapproval
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Utilities should minimize the possibility of asbestos fibers.
in drinking water by striving to meet the Associatidn's water
quality goals regarding noncorrosivity and turbidity and its

policy on the treatment of public water supplies.

Approve Disapprove X

" Reason for disapproval Weakens basic policy statement.

6s

Redundant; articulated in AWMA statement of policy "Qua11ty
Goals for Potable later." .

drinking water.and adverse health effects is established, re-
straint should be exercized in the promulgation, adoption,

" and enforcement of standards and regulations with respect to

6.

asbestos in drinking water.
Approve Disapprove X

Reason for disapproval

Unless a definite causal relationship between asbestos in
drinking water and adverse health effects is demonstrated,
standards and regulations with respect to asbestos in drink-
ing water should not be promulgated.

Approve X ___  Disapprove

Réason for disapproval

Restrairk shoud be exercised in the promulgation, adoption,
and enforcement of standards and regulations with respect
" to asbestos in drinking-water.

Approve Disapprove X

Reason for disapproval
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7. Research on asbestos in drinking water should continue.
Approve X Disapprove

Reason for disapproval

It has been suggested that the fo1lowin§ “Commentary" be included .as -
a part of the letter of transmittalﬁfrom ghe Ad Hoc Committee to the
Trustees of the Water Quality Division and other bodies that will have to
review the proposed policy statement. It has not been suggesfed'that'this
"Commentary” be published for informational purposes when th; proposed

policy statement is published in accordance with AWWA procedures.

COMMENTARY
The policy propoged by the Ad Hoc Committee, fogether with the
recommendations pertinent thereto, re§u1ted from careful considerationlof
all information available on the subject at the time the policy statement
was drafted; at which time consideration was also given to other

information'relating to asbestos in drinking water, to wit:

0 A Asbestos may enter water supplies from naturally 6ccurring:geolqgica1
formations in the earth's crust or as the result of man caused
activities. Asbestos may also leach into drinking water if the water is-

specifically corrosive toward thése materials.

CAPCO JEN 0011931




0 Treatment of raw water by an appropriate filtration processv |

significantly reduces the number of asbestos fibers in water.

-t wetos @d e o s

Treatment of the water to reduce in corrosive characteristics toward

asbestos-containing materials will reduce the 1iklihood of asbestos being

.t —

leached from asbestos-cement materials in contact with water. Surface

before use or after cleaning, will reduce the leaching effecfﬁ

! waters on the material,

0 Until it is proven that the ingestion of drinking water containing
agbestos fibers, over some period of time, does involve a’potentia1

health risk, it appears prudent for water utilities to minimize the

possibility of asbestos fibers in drinking water whenever appropriate and

reasonable.

8. Do you approve the previous commentary to be transmitted with the
final approved policy statement?
Approve Disapprove X

Reason for disapproval Superficial and equivocates

Committee's conclusion that there is no demonstrated

risk associated with the ingestion of asbestos in drinking

water.
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