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M r. S. John Byington 
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TO jj"  i  m

D ear M r. Byington:

Y our le t te r  of August 12th stating  th at the C onsum er P roduct 
Safety C om m ission voted to  p ropose a ban on the m anufacture  
and sale  of co n su m er patching com pounds, I assu m e m eant 
patching com pounds containing a sb esto s , and on th at b a s is  
I am happy to com m ent on the pro p o sal.

I a lso  assu m e th a t by th is  tim e the C onsum er P ro d u ct Safety 
C om m ission  knows th a t Spackling Compounds and patching 
m a te r ia ls  in g e n e ra l have n ev er contained a sb e s to s , and th at 
a sb e sto s  w as g en era lly  contained only in the g en eric  group 
known a s  Jo in t Com pounds and Jo in t C em ents.

It is  m o st unfo rtu n ate  th a t th is  in d u stry  was not consulted b efo re  
e rro n e o u s  re p o r ts  w ere  given wide publicity  which caused  
e n tire ly  u n n e c e ssa ry  e ffo rt and expense to  co unter the m is ­
in fo rm atio n . See o u r a ttach ed  ads. We, as th e  ow ners of 
th e  re g is te re d  tra d e  m a rk  Spackle - a product th at h a s  n e v er 
contained a sb e s to s  - w ere  p a rtic u la rly  burdened by th is  
quixotic ignorance  of even the term inology. Many of u s  in 
th is  in d u stry  have devoted o u r w orking days to the p u rsu it of 
b e tte r  co n su m er p ro d u cts and b e tte r  consum er s e rv ic e . We 
a r e  not co n su m er a d v e rsa rie s;  we a re  consum er se rv a n ts , 
and a re  the e x p e rts , not the in stan t s e e r s  lik e  D r. Selikoff.
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M r. S. John Byington 
TJ.S. C .P .S .C .  
A ugust 17, 1977

-continu ed-

H aving spoken m y p ie c e , le t  m e sum  up the  com m ent you 
req u ested : I know of no spackling compound o r  p a tc h er that 
e v e r  contained a sb e s to s . Banning a sb e s to s  would be a lit t le  
lik e  banning a sb e s to s  in b u tte r;  banning a sb e sto s  in jo in t 
cem en ts and jo int com pounds is  not n e c e s s a ry  today since 
I'm  su re  a ll p ro d u c e rs  have rem oved it, but it would be a w o rth ­
w hile safeg u ard  ag ain st i ts  ré in tro d u ctio n  in the fu tu re.

V ery tru ly  y o u rs ,

NORTON & SON, I NC.
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E dw ard F . N orton, J r .  
V ice P re s id e n t
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