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‘Dr. Alexander.M. Schmidt
Commissioner

rFood and Drug Adminxstration
S600 ., wshers rane

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Johns-Manville Products Corporation understands that FDA will
. sﬁoktly publish in the Federal Register £inal regulations which would
'prohibit,ther use of:talc Cbntaihing asbestos in food and food
paékaging maﬁerial#_ﬁnlesﬂ ?he talc is 99.9% free of'amphibgle‘asbestosv
. ffbers and 99.99%nfreeaof‘éthsotile asbestos fiﬁers.

7 such actlon would causé 1rrepaLab1e and irrever51ble harm
o Johns-Manvmlle and other. companies in the talc 1ndustry and is
. _clearly agaxnst the weight of evidence presented to FDA.. ‘The publlcatio
fc_of such: regulations would 1ikely result in the cessation of all Johns-
'Manville talc proﬁuction and sales wmthin a very short period of
tlme, if not immedlately. | o '

Wn belzeve the decision by FDA 15 being based on substantial

pressure fron certain envxronmental groups and is not based on
i§’facts relatlve to any 1mmanent danger._ We - would hopa “that FDA
i,would not embark on another cyclamate fiasco whlch would destroy: the
»{U;S‘ tale induscry. . ' .
S Johns~Manville requests that FDA caxefully reconsida: any
“decision made or to be made on this matter in light of the ‘above .
Addipionally, Johns~Manville requests thzt a copy of the fingl
regulations being considered By FDA bé.fcrwardéd Lo us.immediately fox

review. We would be glad to méet with vou at any time to review
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the final regulatibns being considexed, as to its justifigation and

ndustty.

affacts on U.5. & .
| ‘ ¢hat it was willing

Johns-Manvzlle has 7= aviously advised FDB
scientific tests which FDA would

%t any further medical or

o arrlve at a sound: dec;si
of
doptmon/interim requlati

Food, Eﬁggand cosmetic Act,
urther studies approved

o avoid the

1to condu
on in. +his matter.

}daem necessary t
. We haVe urged the a ons in accordance
121 4000 of the Federal

icient time to conduct £
fons are. publmShed and
m the mere pdb‘ication of

ﬁwiﬁh Sect;on

to give industry suff
by'FDA before any f1na1 regulat
disastrous consequences resulting fro
, sudh at tais time, ' ' ‘ o 7
Lo :, Your immedxate response'ﬁp_this ﬁelegram}is,réquesﬁea.
g?erry Martxnson SN SRR | - ‘
'viée-President A
ration _

"thns-Manville Products corpo

:;'Greenwpodrplaza
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